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Great BRITAIN AND HER CoLonisgs, 
Founded on unqueitionable EXAMPLES of 


GOD’s TEMPORAL VENGEANCE 


AGAINST 
Tyrants, Slave-holders, and Oppreffors. 


‘The Examples are felected from PrediGions in the Old 
Teftament, of naTIONAL JUDGEMENTS, which (being 
compared with their aQual Accomplifhment) demonftrate 
“* rhe fure Word of Prophecy,” as well as the immediate 
Interpefition of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, to recompence 
impenitent Nations according to their Works. 


By GRANVILLE SHARP. 


s¢ The People of the Land have ufed Oppreffion, and exercifed Robsery, 
‘* and have vexed the Poor and Needy: yea, they have OPPRESS- 
* ED THE STRANGER WRONGFULLY,” Ge. ** There- ~ 


, 


* fore have I poured out mine Indignation upon them,” o&c. 
- *© Their own way have Irecoinpenfed upon their Heads, faith the 
$6 Lord God.” Ezek, xxii. 39—31. 
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é¢ If thou feeft the Oppreffion of the Poor, and violent 
“ perverting of Judgement and Juftice in a Province, 
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marvel not at the matter (or wi//) FOR HE THAT 
1s HIGHER THAN THE HIGHEST REGARDETH, 


&e. Ecclef. v. 8.— * The Lord saw (it) and it dif- - 
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pleafed him that there was no JupGEmeEnT, and 
he saw that there was No MAN, and wondered 
that (here was) NO INTERCESSOR 3” &c.—** And 
he put on the Garments of vencEawnce for cloth- 
ing, and was clad with zeal asacloke. Accorp- 


ANG TO THEIR DEEDS, ACCORDINGLY HE WILL 


REPAY, fury to his Adverfaries, RECOMPENCE (or 
Retribution) TO HIs ENEMIES, TO THE ISLANDS 
HE WILL REPAY RECOMPENCE,”’ &c. Ma. lix.— 
How long will ye judge unjuftly, and accept the 
Perfons of the Wicked? Defend the Poor and 
Fatherlefs: do Juftice to the Affi&ted and Needy. 
DELIVER THE POOR AND NEEDY: RID THEM 
OUT OF THE HAND OF THE WICKED.” Pf. Ixxxii. 


2—4.——‘* Remove Violence and Spoil, and execute 
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Judgement and Juftice, TAKE AWAY YOUR EX- 
ACTIONS FROM MY PEOPLE, SAITH THE LORP 


Gop!” Ezek. xlv. 9. 


RETRIBUTION. 


HE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE 

has been publicly fupported and 
encouraged by the Legiflature of this King- 
dom for near acentury laft paft; fo that 
the monfirous defiruciion of the Human 
Species, which is annually occafioned 
thereby, may certainly be: efteemed a 
National Crime of the moft aggravating 
kind, which (according to the ufual 
courfe of God’s Providence in the 
World) will probably draw down fome 
exemplary vengeance upon the unre- 
penting Inhabitants of this Ifland! And, 
with refpe&t to the Brit#/h Colonies, the 
A ; uncha- 
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uncharitable practice of Slave-holding, 
efpecially in the Weft-India Iflands and 
the more Southern Colonies, is grown | 
up into'a more enormous:and deftructive 
Oppreffion (whether we view the prodi- 
gious multitudes of the Oppreffed, or the 
uncon{cionable feverity of the Oppreffors ) 
than perhaps ever difgraced any other 
Nation at any one period of time! 


The feveral attempts that have lately 
been made to juftify thefe two branches 
of abominable National Iniquity by the 
Holy Scriptures, and efpecially by the 
permiffion therein granted to the I/raelites 
to purcha/e and retaim Slavesamong them, 
have induced me to collect, from the 
Hiftory of the Fews in the feveral Books 
of Holy Scripture, fome plain examples 
of God’s Vengeance upon that particular 
Nation, exprefsly for this kind of Os- 
prefion; which, I hope, will fufficiently 
prove that S/avery was ever deteftable in 
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the fight of God, and confequently that 
a fpeedy Reformation is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary (as well with refpe€t to the 
African Slave-trade, encouraged in this 
Kingdom, as the Zoleration of Slavery 
in the Britifh American Dominions) if 
we mean to entertain the leaft hope of - 
efcaping a fevere National Retribution, 
which (if we may judge by our prefent . 
Civil Diffentions and -horrid mutual 
Slaughters of National Brethren) feem 
ready to bur{t upon us! 


I am well aware, indeed, how very 
unfafhionable it is, now-a-days, to quote 
Scripture, when matters of Law, Politics, 
or Trade are called in queftion; yet I flat- ~ 
ter myfelf that the following examples, _ 
drawn from therice, are perfectly fuitable 
to my prefent point, and confequently 
muft have weight toconvince all perfons, 
who fincerely acknowledge the Truth of 
ig Scriptures, that.we have the greateft 

| A2 reafon. 
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reafon. to apprehend the infli@tion of 
fome heavy Judgement from Almighty 
God upon thefe Kinedoms, on account 
ofthe monttrous load of Guilt which the 
Britifh Subjects, on each fide of the Atlan- 
tic, have incurred by the Oppreffions 


above-mentioned. 


In fome former Traéts I have Mr cady 
fhewn that the Servitude which the Jews, 
by the Mofaic-Law, were permitted to 
exact of their Brethren (even when the 
latter were fold to them) was very much 
limited; that they were not to be treated 
as Bond Servants (1), but as Hired Ser- 
vants; that the Servitude could not law- 
fully be extended beyond /even years (2), 

(1) *‘Ifthy Brother (that dwelleth) by thee be waxen 
** poor, and be fold unto chee, thou fhalt not compel 
‘<< him to ferve as a “Bond Servant : but as an Hired 


‘* Servant, and as a Sojourner, he fhall be with thee,” 
&Fe. Levit. xxv. 39} 40. 
(2) “If thou buy an —— Servant, fix yea he 
*¢ thall ferve, and in the feventh he fhall go out free 
** for nothing.” Exod, 7h, oul 
wale 
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unlefs the Servant loved: Aisi Maffer and. 
Condition, and voluntarily demanded( 3) 
of him to be continued in his Service ; 
and that,’ in every other cafe, it was 


(3) <* And if the Servant thall plainly fay, I love, 
oso Matter, my Wife, and my Children ; T ail net 
© go out free: Fe. Exod. xxi.5. Thus it is evident 
that the Jews could not acquire any right to the perpe- 
tual Service of their Brezhren, Juhn or Thomas, except 
by virtue of @ voluntary Contrad, whichis fomething 
fimilar to that Claufe in the Habeas Corpus A@ con- 
cerning a Contract, which I thought myfelf obliged 
to acknowledge in my former Tract as an exception 
to the idea of Univerfal Freedom in. this Kingdoms 
Bet in neither cafe can the Contrad for Service be iz- 
plied; for in the latter the Contra& muft be za writing, 
and the figning be clearly proved to be @ voluntary ad, 
without the leait fufpicion of Duri/s ; and in the for- 
mer cafe it was neceffary that the Servant fhould ac= 
knowledge, in a.Court of Record, that he was awvilling 
to enter into fucha Contra ; ; for the Hebrew Servant 
gold not be made a Slave, unlefs he would valet? 
@y, llove my Matter,” fc. “© EV WILL, N 

‘OULD FREE. Then” (fays.the Text) ‘‘ his i 
«¢ fhall bring him unto the JUDGES’ (which an- 
fwers to the public Ackzowledzement -neceflary in the 
other cafe to be made in a Court of Record) for with- 
outithis the Hebrew Matter had no authority to bore 
theServant’s Ear in token of Bondage. “Exod, xxi, 


55,0. Ponds. , ' g 
7% yest 


» 


b 


[ 6 J 
abfolutely unlawful to hold a Brother 
Hebrew in Slavery. 


I have likewife fhewn, that, under 
the glorious Difpenfation of the Gofpel, 
we are abfolutely bound to confider our- 
_ felves as Citizens of the World; that every 
Man whatever, without any partial dif- 
tinétion of Nation, Diftance, or Com- 
plexion, muft neceflarily be efteemed 
our Neighbour, and our Brother; and that 
we are abfolutely bound in Chriftian 
Duty to entertain a Di/pofition towards 
all Mankind as charitable and benevo- 
lent, at /eaf, as that which was required 
of the Jews, under the Law, towards 
their zational Brethren; and, confe- 
guently, that it is abfolutely unlawful 
fool who call themfelves Chriftians, 
to exact of their Brethren (I mean their 
Brethren of the Univerfe) a more burthen- 
fome Service than that to whichiithe 
Jews were limited with refpect to their 

Brethren 


key #] 
Brethren of the Houfe of Ifrael; and the 


Slavery, or involuntary Bondage, of a 


Brother Ifraelite was abfolutely forbid. 


Thefe premifes naturally lead us to 
confider ‘the fevere NATIONAL JUDGE- 
MENTS which the Jews brought upon 
themfelves principally dy exceeding thefe 
very limitations which I-have here fpeci- 
fied: and the inevitable conclufion to be 
drawn from thefe examples is, that we 
are abfolutely in danger of THE LIKE 
JUDGEMENTS, if we do not immediately 
put a ftop to all familar Oppreffion by Na- 
tional. Authority: becaufe an uncharitable 
extenfion of the /aid limits, by thofe who 
call themfelves Chriftians, will certainly 
be, at leaft,.as heimous in the fight of God 
as the OPPRESSION OF BRETHREN Under 
the Law; and probably much more fo, 
if we confider the purity and benevo- 
dence which is required of all Men under 
the Gofpel Difpenfation: and I have 

‘< . clearly 


ie @ 
clearly proved (I truft) that the permif- 
dion to the Hraelites, to keep Bondmen of 
the Heathen (or more properly the Na- 
tions, CII) that were round about them, 
and of ‘““the Children of the Strangers 
“¢ that dwelt among them,” cannot be 
extended to any other, People -whatever 
except the L/raelites themfelves ; and that 
even to them it was only sémporary, 
during the Difpenfation of the Mofaic 
Law, whilft they poflefled the Land of 
Canaan, the former Inhabitants of which 
(viz. the feven abominable Nations of 
Paleftine, exprefsly mentioned: by name 
in the feventh Chapter of Deuteronomy, 
where the fame Heb. Noun m3, ren- 
dered Heathen in the former Text, is 
‘properly exprefled by the Englifh word 
‘Nattons) the lfraelites were exprefsly 
directed to drive out, kill, and deftroy, 
without pity (4), and to make xo Covenant 


* (4) “* Thine eye fhall have xo pity upon them.” 
Deut. vii. 16, 


with 
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“with them (5): and I hope I have alfo 
proved that the remainder of thefe parti- 
cular wicked Nations; thus exprefsly 
doomed to deftruction, were undoubtedly 
‘¢ the Heathen” (or Nations) “ that dwelt 
“* round about” the Ifraelites, and ** the 
** Children of the Strangers,” whom (and 
whom alone). it was lawful to hold iz 
perpetual Bondage; for otherwife that 
permuffion cannot be reconciled to God’s | 
pofitive Commands, given in the fame 
Law, to Jove the Stranger. ‘* The Lord 
‘‘wyveuk God is God of Gods, and Lord 
*¢ of Lords, a great God, a mighty anda 
*“* terrible, which regardeth not Perfons” 
(fo that this was apparently a general 

Law, or Rule of Conduct, towards al/ 

Perfons, except the People of thoie parti- 

: cilar Nations which were exprefsly, éy 

name, condemned to deftruction by the 

hands of the Ifraelites, in other parts of 


(5) ‘© Thou fhalt make zo Covenant with them, 
“© nor feeqs Mircy unto them,” &e. Deut. vii. 2. 


B the 
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the Law, for their abominable wicked- 
nefs) ‘* nor taketh Reward : he doth ex- 
** ecute the Judgement of the Father- 
‘ lefs and Widow, and Joveth the Stran- 
‘* ger, in-giving him-food and raiment. 
“LOVE YE THERBPFORE ihe 
* Stranger” (and the Almighty incul- 
cates a fympathetic concern for the-wel- 
fare and happinefs of Strangers, by re- 
minding the Ifraelites of their own un- 
happy fituation formerly in a /irange 
country) ‘‘ for'ye” (faysthe Text) ‘were 
‘¢ Strangers in the Land of Egypt.” 
‘Deut. x. 17 to rg. See’alfo Levit. xix. 
33> 34. “* Thou foalt love him” (that is, 
the Stranger) *‘ as thyfelf; “for “ye ‘were 
‘¢ Strangers in the Larid' of Egypt.” 


National Wickednefs, from tlie be- 
ginning of ‘the World, has generally 
been vifited‘with Nasroval Puntihments : 
and furely no National Wickednels can 
be more heinous in the fight of Ged, 

than 


| 
than a public toleration of Slavery. and 
Opprefion! for Tyranny (in whatfoever 
fhape it appears) muft neceflarily be. 
efteemed a prefumptuous breach of that 
Divine Command, in which “ a// Law 
“< 75 fulfilled” (Gal. v. 14.). viz. * Thou 
‘« fhalt love thy Neighbour as thyfelf” 


Levit. xix. 18. 


The Hiftories of all Nations, indeed, 
afford tremendous examples of God's 
Vengeance againtt Tyrants ; but no Hif- 
tory is fo proper to. illuftrate this fub- 
jet (which now fo nearly concerns us) 
as that of the Jews: for as the Know- 
ledge of the Divine Law was revealed 
in a more particular manner to that 
People, and to others only through them, 
fo the effeét even of their Difobedience 
was an exemplary demonftration, from 

time to time, of God’s V engeance, as well 
as of his Mercy, for the inftru€tion of 
all other Nations, amongft whom they 

be 


are 


are now difperfed, as living monuments 
of the fame. to this very day: and we 
have the authority of an Apoftle (6) to 
affert, that ° all thefe things happened 
‘¢ unto them for enfamples; and they 
‘¢ are written” (fays he) ‘* for our ad- 
‘¢ monition, upon whom the ends of 


‘¢ the world are come.” 


One of the firft and’ moft-fignal in- 
ftances of Mercy which the Almighty 
was pleafed to thew that-People, after 
they became a Nation, was, the reftoring 
them to their Natéral Freedom from the ‘ 
deplorable S/avery in which they were 
detained by a: tyrannical Egyptian 
Monarch (7): and the tremendous 
Judzge- 

(6)" 1 Cor. air. 
(7) —** the Children of Tirael fighed by reafon of 
** the Bondage, and they cried; and their cry came 


‘* up unto Ged dy reajon of the Bondage: and God 
** heard their groaning,” (Sc. Exod, iid 23, 24. 


i ss And 
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Judgements whereby this deliverance 
was effected (viz. the Plagues of Egypt) 
are fo many fignal examples of God’s 
fevere Vengeance againft Slave-holders, 
which ought to be had in everlafting 
remembrance, to warn all Nations. of 
the World againft: the unnatural. and 
baneful practice of heeping. Slaves. 


This deliverance from Bondage was 
frequently mentioned, even in the words 
of God himfelf, by his Prophets, from 
time to time (as I have before remarked) 
—‘‘ Thus faith the Lord” (7. e. Jeho- 
vah) ‘‘ God of Ifrael : I brought you up 
‘* from Egypt, and brought you forth 
“< out of the Houfe of Bondage ;” (m20 
may, more /iterally “ from the Houle 


«« And the Lord faid, I have /urely /een the Affliftion 
*< of my People which are in Egypt, and have heard 
«© sheir cry by reafon of their Yafk-mafters: for I 
** know their Sorrows, and I am come down fo deli- 
*< ocr them out of the hand of the, Egyptians.” 
Exod. ii. 7, 3. gy 6°. 
_ «“ of 
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“ of Slaves’) ** and I delivered you out 
“ of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
‘“¢ out of the hand of all that oppreffed 
‘$ yon,” Se. Judges vi Seas 
*¢ moved his Shoulder from the Burden ; 
“his Hands were delivered from the 
“* Pats(8): thou calledft in trouble, 
‘¢ and I delivered thee.” Pfal. Ixxxi. 
Goa. 


The Ifraelites themfelves were alfo 
particularly direted to remember this 
figial exertion of Divine Mercy and 
Power in the caufe of Popular Freedom: 
“<< Remember that thou watt a Servant” 
(viz. a Slave) * in the Land of Egypt, 
‘“¢ and that the Lord thy God drought 
“* thee out thence through a mighty band, 
*¢ and by a ftretched-out arm,” Ge. 
Deut. Vv. I5- 


(S) In like manner there are multitudes of poor 
people retained in a deplorable Bondage, even to this 
day, in the Potteries of China. 


it 
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It was furely for the ‘moral purpofe 
of ftirring up in the Hraelites a fympa- 
thetic concern for the Sufferings of the © 
Opprefed, and more particularly of Op- 
prefed Strangers, that they were {o ‘fre- 
quently reminded of their own former 
‘deplorable condition in Slavery, and of. 
their miraculousDe/iverance fromthence; 
being exprefsly referred -to their ow 
Feelings and Remembrance of the cruel 
foreign Tyranny, which they:themfelves 
had fo lately experienced in Egypt: 
— ‘thou fhalt not opprefs a Stranger : 
“for ye KNOW THE ‘HEART” 
(053, properly THE SOUL) “-OF A 
“« STRANGER, feeing ye were Stran- 
«* gers in the Land of Egypt.” -Exed. 


‘HX 9. 


‘God alfo gave the Ifraelites due warn- 
ing of the Danger of Oppreffion, by de- 
elaring that he would SURELY re- 
venge the Caufe.of the injured Stranger : 

a6 age 
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““ Thou fhalt neither ver a Stranger, 
“< nor oppre/s him; for ye were Strangers 
*< in the Mand of Eayprri@enthaliinec 
“¢ afflict any Widow or fatherlefs Child. 
“< Tf thou afflict them in any wife, and 
“ they cry at all uato me, I will SURELY 
‘<< bear theirvcry’ (markthasgaye ikea 
Traders of this Iland, and ye Weft-India 
-and Britifb American Slave-holders! for 
ye are all guilty of the like abominable 
Oppreffions, and God will SURELY 
avenge the Caufe of the Oppreffed) * and 
‘¢ my avrath hall wax hot, and luamill 
‘“okill you with the fwend, gandyggeur 
‘© Waves fhall be Widows, and gour 
‘¢ Children fatherleis.” | Exod saa 24 


tolzH. 
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And have not the carelefs Inhabitants 
of Great Britain and her Colonies too 
much reafon alfo to apprehend that *4e 
fame God (who profefés to bear the cr} 
of opprefled Strangers, it they ery af 

aq aed 
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all unto him) will, fooner or later, vifit 
thefe Kingdoms with fome fignal mark 
of his Difpleafure, ‘for the notorious 
Oppreffion of an almoft innumerable mul- 
titude of poor African Strangers, that 
are harrafled, and continually wearing 
out, with a moft {hameful involuntary 
Servitude in the Briti/> Colonies! nay, 
and that by a public Toleration, under 
the fanction of Laws to which the Mo- 
narchs of England, from time to time, 
by the advice of their Privy Counfellors, 
have given the Royal Affent, and thereby 
rendered themfelves Parties in fhe Op- 
prefion, and (at is to be feared) Par- 
takers of the Guilt! 


Let us not forget, before it is too late, 
that the Almighty has-not only declared 
himfelf ready to “* HEAR THE CRY” of 
the opprefed Stranger, but hath deigned 
to add to his glorious Name, Fehovah, 
a brief Remembrance of his merciful inter- 


Cc pofition 
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pofition in behalf of an enflaved Nation : 
“© Tam the Lord your God” (or Febovah 
your God, faid the Almighty to the 
M{raelites) “* which érought thee out of 
‘ the Land of Egypt, out of the Houfe of 
“ Bondage.” Exod. xx. 1. Thus the 
Almighty Deliverer from Slavery vouch- 
fafed to fet his own Divine Example 
before the eyes of his redeemed People, 
to excite Benevolence and ‘Thankful- 
nefs; and the like Remembrance of 
that glorious Redemption from S/a- 
wery was very frequently repeated from 
time to time; which the Scriptures 
fufficiently teftify : but alas! the Ifra- 
elites profited fo littke by thefe whole- 
fome leffons, that it became neceflary, 
no lefs frequently, te remind them of 
the dreadful Vengeance which would in- 
evitably overtake them for their noto+ 
rious Oppreffions of the Poor; for their 
unjuft Exactions of nvoluntary and uns 
rewarded Service; and for exceeding the 

limi- 
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limitations of Bondage (already recited) 
which the Law exprefsly enjoined ! 


“¢ For the Ospreffion of the Poor, for 
* the Srehing of the Needy, now will 
“ J arife, faith the Lord; and will fet 
* him in fafety from -him that puffeth 
“* at him,” or ‘‘ that- would enfnare 
ftehumy” Pal, xi. 5. 


The Princely Prophet Ifaiah plainly 
declared to them, that their public Fafts 
and outward Humiliations were not only 
vain, but even offenfive to God, while 
fuch notorious Opprefions continued among 
them. ‘ Behold” (faid he). “ in the 
** day of your Fatt, you find Pleafure, 


** and exadét all your Labours,” (9) lvut. 3, 
And 


(9) Sunt inter quos Belgz, qui hic intelligunt Ogera 
Serujlia, que a Servis & Ancillis hoc ipfo die rigide ex- 
2gebantur, ut aliis diebus.,"O1 -—S* Tawlas res vroxerging 
iy iovogete,” Onmes Subjedtos vobis affligitis: qua 
lectio (fays Vitringa) abfque emendatione facile fub- 

Ca fiftit. 
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And again, — Is it fuch a Faft that I 
‘© have chofen? a day for a Man to af- 
«¢ flict. his Soul? is it to bow down his 
«head ‘asa bulreily?’ coca: 
“¢ this the Faft that I have chofen ?— 
“* to loote the Bands of Wickedne/s, to 
** undo tae heavy Burthens” (or rather 
the Bundles of the Yoke, OVS DIN 
plainly referring to the fevere and unjuft 
Bondage of the Poor) “* and ‘To LET 
‘¢ THE OPPRESSED GO FREE, and that 
“YE BREAK EVERY YORE! ——Mgat 
“* not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, 
‘* and to bring the Poor that are caf out”’ 
(or rather to bring the Poor that are 
reduce, or deprefed, wis. as it were by 
Tyrants; for fo the word comm feems 
more properly to fignify in this place) 
“* to thy Houfe?” &Sc. Compare this 


tifti.—And a little afterwards he adds, Prior inter- 
pretatio de Operibus Servorum aut moleftis exaGionibus 
Subditerux, magna fe commendat fpecie, eitque mini 
‘In €am pronior animus, 


with 


em 
with Deut. xxin. 15, 16. (9) And he 
warned them of the Divine Juftice that 
. would purfue them for their Oppreftion 
and tyrannical Treatment of the Poor. 


Geenoe Jord f{tandeth up to plead, 
*“and ftandeth to judge the People! 
“The Lord will enter into Judge- 
«¢ ment with the Ancients (or Senators) 
<< of his People, and the Princes thereof : 
*¢ for ye have eaten up the Vineyard ; 
“* the Spoil of the Poor is in your Houfes ! 
“© What mean ye that ye beat my 
People to pieces, and grind the Faces 
“© of the Poor?” faith the Lord of 
Pete lla. in. 13 tors. 


The wicked practices whereby the 
Uraelites reduced their poor Brethren to — 


(9) Dhow foait xot deliver unto his Maffer the Servant 
-aubich is efcaped from his Maffer anto thee: he thal! 
aawell with thee (even) among you, in that place which 
he fhall choofe, iz one of thy gates where it liketh him 
bet. thou thalt not oppre/s him. Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. 


Slavery 
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Slavery are defcribed by the Prophet 
Amos: “ Hear this, O ye that /wallw 
“ up the Needy, even to make the Poor 
“ of the Land to fail, faymg, When 


“© will the New Moon be gone, that °. 


“¢ we may fell Corn ? and the Sabbath, 
** that we may fet forth Wheat, making 
** the Ephah f{mall, and the Shekel 
“* great, and falfifying the Ballances by 
“ Deceit? That we may buy the Poor 
‘ for Silver (10) and the Needy for a Pair 
‘ of Shoes” (that 1s, comparatively {peak- 


ing, at a moft contemptible price ! 


Lind 


ta 


whereby we may prefume that S/ave- 
markets were not fo notorioufly eftab- 
lifhed at that time as at prefent ; and 
that the Bidders were few, though the 
Oppreffed were many) “ yea, and fell 
“ the Refufe of the Wheat ? The Lord 


“ hath fworn by the Excellency of Ja- 
y 5 


(10) ‘* Ideo ut ubi fo'vere non poterunt, dent fe 
«« nobis 7m Servitutem, ut mos erat illarum Geatium.” 
Gretins in locum. 
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“© cob, furely I will never forget any of 
“6 thefe works. Shall uot the Land tremble 
“< for this, and every one mourn that 
*< dweileth therem?” Se. Amos vill. 
4 to 8. 


Here is a folemn Appeal from God 
to the Human Underflandmg : ** Shall nor 
“< the Land tremble for éhis !"" that is, 
for this fame abominable Oppreffion of 
the Poor (the duying them for Slaves j 
in which Great Britain and her Co- 
lomies are infinitely more guilty than 
the People to whom this appeal was 
made! and ** jhali wot the Laud” 
(therefore) “* even our Land, tremble for 
“* this, and every one mourn that dwelleth 
“* therein 2?"" Se. Surely “* God will 
“* never forget any of thefe Works,” my 
Countrymen ! 


The Prophet Jeremiah manifeflly 
alluded to the Jake deceitful practices 
6 of 
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of the Jews (whereby they reduced the’ 
Poor to Slavery) when he made a fo- 
lemn proteft againft them in the Name 
of God :—*‘ Your fins” (faid he) “ have 
‘¢ withholden good things from you. 
For among my People are found 
‘¢ wicked (men): they lay wait as he 
‘“* that fetteth Snares 5” THEY SET | 
‘6 TRAP, ‘THEY ‘CATCH MEN® Pica 
‘“* Cage (or Coup) is full of Birds, fo 
‘care their Houfes full of Deceit : 
*«* therefore they are become great, and 
‘‘ waxen rich. They are waxen fat, 
they fhine: yea, they overpafs the 
- & deeds of the Wicked; they judge 
<* not the caufe, the caufe of the Father- 
lefs, yet they profper; andthe right 
of the Needy do .they not judge. 
Shall I not vift for thefe things? 
‘“< faith the Lord! Shall not my Soul be 
“< avenged on fuch a Nation as this 2” Se. 
Jer. v. 26 to 29. -Here agai thegAl- 
mighty plainly appeals to the Human 


Under- 
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‘Underftanding concerting the Piopri- 
._ ety, or rather the Necellity, .of exert- 
“ing the D Divine Vengeance ‘againtt toch 


an Opprefiv ve Nation | f : 


And yet how incor fiderable was, the 
crime of the Jewith Na ation in ‘this re- 
‘fpe&t, if compared with, the mumer ous 
‘Bondage. and ‘with the unbounded Op- 
‘preffion of the poor Negrocs‘i in the Bri 
-tith Colonies ? Have we not’ therefore 
juft'reafon to fear that God will “ wifit 
vi for thefe things } 2° Does not “its Word 
“of God, which cannot change, appeal 
‘to us, my Countfymen, ” as well ‘as to 
Pihic Jews ?— Shall not my Soul” (faith 
‘the Lord !). be avenged on fuch a Na- 
Son as this?” 


The peas haecte in the next: cokes 
ter, declares the Divine Vengeance to be 
at hand : —‘ For thus. Park the Lord 
a of Hofts faid,—Hew ‘ye down Trees, 

D Scand 


© and caft a Mount againfl Ferufalem. 
** This (is) the City to be vifited ! the 
“< is wholly Opprefion in the midit of 
“ her. Asa Fountain cafteth out her 
‘© Waters, fo the cafteth out her Wick— 
‘< ednefs : Violence and Spoil is heard in 
‘« her; before me continually is Grief 
‘© gnd Wounds! Be thou inftruéted, O: 
¢ Jerufalem !. left: my Soul depart from: 
“% thee: left I make thee defolate, a: 
‘* Land not inhabited !” Jer. vi..6 to. 8. 


But in vain were the Warnings of 
the Prophet, till the fudgements them--. 
felves began to appear im all the horrors. 
of a hopele(s War, which began in the 
ninth year (11) of King Zedekiah’s. 


reign, 


(11) ‘ And it came to pafs in the ninth year of his. 

‘‘ reign, ua the tenth month, in the tenth day of the. 
“month, that Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon. 
*€ came, he and all his hoft, againft Jerufalem, and. 

<* pitched againft it: and they built forts againft it 
** yound about.” 2 Kings xxv. t= In the ninth- 
Cis vear + 


‘legit oe: 

reign, notwithftanding that the Mo- 
narch had* previoufly rendered himfelf 
fecure (as he thought) by his military 
preparations {in fending for Horfes and 
Men from Egypt, to complete his ftand- 
ing Army) and had alfo made Pharaoh 
(another prefumptuous military Tyrant) 
his Ally, which encouraged him. to 
break his Oath and Covenant with the 
King of Babylon. 


But * when Nebuchadnezzar King 
** of Babylon, and all bis Army, and ali 
“* the Kingdoms of the Earth, of bis Da- 
“ muson, and all the People, fought 
“* againft Ferufalem, and againft all the 
** Cities thereof” then God ordered his- 
Prophet to remind Zedekiah of that 
dreadful Vengeance, Defeat and Cap- 


** year of Zedekiah King of Judah, in the tenth month, 
“ came Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, and all 
‘* his army, againit. Jerufalem, and they. befieged it,” 
tic. Jer. xxxix, 1. See alfo chap. lii. ver. g. 


D2 tivity, 
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tivity, Which had fo often befare been 
denounced : as. thé neceflary confequences 
of Oppr effion and. Injuftice! — “ ‘Thus 
ee faith the, Lord, cy God of. Hrael”. 
(ei Be 40. jer etmiah) : ‘ Go, -and {peak 
ce ‘to Zedekiali King de Judah, and tell 
ci uum, “Thus. faith the Lord ; _behola, 

ay will give. “his City: into the hand. of 
ce the King 4; Babylon : and he thall 
& burn it ne fire. And thou thait 
“* Moe elCapereu mors hand, but fhalt 
furely be taken, aid delivered into 
“ his hand; and thine eyes ball behold. 
* ihe cyes of the Rin of Babylon, and he 
“© thali fpeak with thee mouth to mouths 
CC aad thou fhalt go to Babylon,” Sey 


Jer. XXXIV. I to ee J ‘ 


The impending Vengeance being’ 
hen’ hecome vifible, and’ confequently 
more tremendous, by the near approach. 
of the Babylonian Army, that irrefifti-' 
ble inftrument in the hand of God, by. 

which 
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which the Jews had fo often been fub- 
dued, the King’s ftubborn heart began 
to relent, and his mulitary confidence to 
forfake him,.. which had before encou- 
razed his Jijuflice;. his firmnefs in 
We orldly Politics was fhaken, and yielded 
to a fenfe of Guilt! It was upon this 
return of Confcience and right Reafon- 
that Zedekiah fent two Meffengers, 
Paflur and- Zephaniah, to Jeremiah,’ 
faying, ‘‘ Enquire, I pray thee, of the 
< Lord for us; for Nebuchadnezzar 
King of Babylon maketh war againft 
“us; if fo be the Lord will deal with 
us according to al! his wondrous works, 
gO ibe may 20. Up sfcomeusy” fe. 
See chap. xxi. ver. z and2.- But avery 
unwelcome anfwer was given to the 
Meftengers, to be returned to their Mo- 
narch; for the Prophet confirmed all 
- the heavy Judgements (12) which had 

before 
{12z) ** Then faid Jeremiah unto them, Thus fhall 


** ye fay to Zedekiah: Thus faith the Lord God of 
7 Aiea 
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before been denounced, as well againtt 
the King, exprefsly by name, as againft 
the Citv and its iniquitous Inhabitants, 
whote notorious Oppreffions were now fo 
be RECOMPENSED upon their own beads, 
MEASURE FOR MEASURE: — * Now 
‘« 1g the end come upon thee, and Fwslt 
“© fend mine anger upon thee, and will judge 


e¢ Tirael; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of- 
‘“war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight 
“ againft the King of Babylon, and againft the Chal- 
“< deans which befiege you without the walls ; and I 
+ will bring thenr cate the midf of this City. And E 
 rayfelf will fight againft you, with an outftretched 
“arm, and with a rong arm, even in anger, and in 
“fury, and in great wrath. And I will fmite the 
“¢inhabirants of this City, both Man and Beat : 
«¢ they fhall die of a great Peflilence. And afterwards, 
<¢ faith the Lord, kwilk deliver Zedehiah King of Fu- 
é¢ dak, and bis Servants, and the People, and fach as 
*¢ are toft in this Citv, from the Peftifence, from the 
‘¢ Sword, and from the Famine, inte the hand of 
** Nebuchadnezzar King of Bubylon, and into the 
“hand of their Enemies, and into the hand of thofe 
** that feek them Life; and he thalb {mice themewics 
“* the Edge of the Sword; he fhall not foare them, 
“‘neither Raye Pity, nor have Mezcy!? | fer) saa. 
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“ ghee according to thy ways, and will 
<¢ RECOMPENSE apon thee all thine -abo- 
a minations,” Se. Ezek. vi. 3. Sec alfo 
the ath, 8th, and oth ania to the fame 
effet. And afterwards, in the rith 
verfe, one of the principal caufes of 
Gon’s Vengeance is mentiotied:—“ Pio 
“ dence” (faid the Prophet) “is ifen 
« up into 4 Rod of Wickednefs: wore of 
*¢ them fhall remain, nor of their mul- 
titude, nor of any of their’s; neither 
“ fhall there be wailing forthem. The 
time is come, the day draweth near)” 
&c.—And again, in the 23d verle:— | 
© Make a Chain” (faid the Prophet) + 
** for the Land is full of bloody Crimes, 
“and the. City is full of Violence. 
Wherefore F will bring the worjt of 
* the Heathen, and they thall poffeis 
“ their houfes,” &c. — ** Deftruction: 
cometh; and they fhall feek peace, 
“and there fhall be none. Mitchief 
fhall come upon mifchief, and rumour 


* dhall 


[ 32 4 

‘© fhall be upon rumour,” &¢.—* The 
‘* King fhall mourn, and the Prince 
<6 fhall be clothed with defolation; and 
<¢ the Hands of the People of the Land 
§<. fhall be troubled will do unto them 
after their (own) way, and according 
‘“‘ to their deferts” (or rather them own 
judgements) ** will I judge them; and 
‘© they fhall know that Tam the Lord.” 
—Again, in the 12th chapter, the fame 
reafon is clearly afligned forthe pouring 
out of God’s Vengeance. :——* Say unto 
<< the People of the Land, Thus farth 
“ the Lord God of the Inhabitants of 
‘¢ Jerufalem and of the Land of Hrael ; 
«© They fhall eat their Bread with Care- 
“6 fulnefs; and drink their Water with 
“ Aftonifhment, that her Land may be 
defolate from: all that 1s therein, Ze- 
“< caufe of THE VIOLENCE of then 
‘* that dwell therein.” Ezek. xii, 19. The 
nature of this baneful Violence, which oc- 
cafioned their defruétion, is more parti- 
Cnc’ . cularly 
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cularly deferibed by the fame Prophet, 
in chap. xxi. ver. 7.— “‘ in the mid? of 
“« thee” (fill {peaking of Jerufalem) 
‘¢ have they dealt by Oppreffion with 
“¢ the Stranger” (mark this, ye Britith 
Slave-dealers and Slave-holders); ** in 
“© thee have they vexed the Fatherlefs 
‘© and the Widow. Thou haft de- 
fpifed mine holy things, and haft pro- 
‘<< faned my Sabbaths. In thee are men 
‘‘ that carry tales to fhed Blood: and 
‘< imthee they eat upon the mountains : 
‘< in the midft.of thee they commit 
“© lewdnefs,” &c.—‘* One hath com- 
** mitted abomination with his Neigh- 
“ bour’s Wife: and another hath 
“© lewdly defiled his Daughter-in-law,” 
Se. —** In thee have they taken gifts 
“ to foed Blood: thou hatt taken Ufury 
‘“¢ and Increafe, and thou haft greedily 
“< gained of thy Neighbours by Extor- 
** tion, and haft forgotten me, faith the 
“© Lord God. Behold, therefore, | have 
) E * (mitten 


ize } 
‘* {mitten mine hand at thy difhoneft 
** gain which thou haft made, and at 
“¢ thy Blood which hath been in the 
‘¢ midit of thee,” Sc. Ezek. xxu. 7, Se. 


Oh that the Subjeéts of the Britith 
Empire would ferioufly compare thefe 
crimes with their own practices! they 
would then, furely, be fenfible of their 
danger; and that they have reafon to 
expect the like, or rather much heavier, . 
Judgements, than thofe denounced 
againtt the Jews! For, befides the no- 
torious Adulteries, and other ats of 
Lewdnefs, which many amongit us 
(from the frequency of fuch crimes} 
commit, even without fhame or re- 
morfe, we have far exceeded the guilt 
of the Jews, I fear, .in many of the 
other points alfo which provoked the 
Vengeance of the Almighty againit 
them! What ** /iclence” amongft the 
jews, before their Captivity, was ever 
: a 


Tes. 

** rifen up into” fo deftructive “ a Rod of 
_“* Wickednefs’ —as the AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE, now carried on 
chiefly by our Liverpool and Briffol Mer- 
chants? What ‘ dody crime’ among 
the. Jews was more notorious, and more 
wickedly premeditated, than the late Jn- 
vafion and Congueft of the poor innocent 
CARRIBEES at ST. VINCENT’s? 
And what Nation hath ‘* dealt by Oppre/- 
“< fon with the Stranger” fo generally, fo 
inhumanly, and in fo great a degree, as 
ourBRITISH AMERICAN SLAVE- 

HOLDERS !—Have we not ample rea- 
fon to expect that the fame tremendous ‘ 
decree will, in God’s Juftice, be ful- 
filled upon .thefe Kingdoms ?—‘* De- 
“© ftruétion cometh : and they fhall feek 
*© Peace, and there fhall be none. Mif- 
** chief fhall come.upon mifchief, and 
‘© rumour upon rumour,” Se. Se. &e. 
—°¢ J] will do unto them after ¢heir 
** (own) way, and according to their 
E 2 ““ (own) 
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* (own) Fudgements will 1 judgé them !” 
am) 


Neverthelefs, God was pleafed to offer 
the Jews a Choice in their Fate,—either 
to forfake their wicked King (who had 
forfeited all right to govern, by his neg- 
lect of Fuftice and Natural Right) and to 
fall away to the King’s Enemies, the 
Chaldeans; or elfe to perifh miferably 
in the City, and partakesof it’s Deftruc- 
tion !—** And unto this People” (faid 
God to the Prophet Jeremiah) ‘* thoy 
Gaihalt fay, Thus faith the Lord; Be- 
‘shioldsedl pies. gbefore.. you sthiessmapaas 
“© Life, and the way of Death. He that 
‘Wabidetn this City fhall die by the 
«¢ Sword, and by the Famine, and by 
‘© the, Pettilencey: but he cha@tguieeam 
© oxt, and falleth to the Chaldeans that 
* befege you, pe foall live, and bis Life 
‘‘ focll be unto bim forse Bregliec 
Jer. xxi. 89. ' ; 
<i The 


| i ay 1 
w The Prophet, however, was directed 
to add to his mefiage a word of advice to 
the King and Cour?, which thews that 
a, feafonable repentance might, even 
then, have faved the State, and turned 
away the impending Vengeance. 


It was fuch advice, too, as every other 
Monarch, who tolerates any satural 
Bondage or Oppreffion in his Dominions, 
ought ferioufly to confider, becaufe the 
event proved it to be the beft means of 
averting God’s Anger, if the King had 
but perfevered in it.—‘* And touching 
** the Houfe of the King of Fudah” (con- 
tinued the Prophet) ‘* fay, — Hear ye 
** the Word of the Lord, O Houfe of 
“© David—thus faith the Lord simeve- 
“* cute Judgement in the morning, and 
‘* deliver him that is fpoiled out of the 
‘ hand of the Osprefor, left my Fury 
‘ go out like Fire, and burn-that none 
“ can quench (77), becaufe of the evil 


66 ore 


“~ A 


wn 


“ae 
‘ 


[ 38 ] Oe 
“* of your doings.” Jer. xxi. Tic, 
is a manifeft deriarstida that the Negleéi 
of justice and Riau, and the Tolera- 
tion of OPPRESSION, were the principal 
caufes of God’s heavy Vengeance — 
that Royal Houfe ! 4 


The fame advice was, by God’s Com- 
mand, repeated by the Prophet to the 
King himfelf 18 HIs PALACE (fee the 
next chapter) :—‘** Thus faith the Lord; 
‘* Go down to THE HoUsE of the King 
“* of Tudah, and fpeak THERE this word, 
“* and fay, Hear the word of the Lord, 
“* O King of Fudah, that fittett upon the 
“* Throne of David, thou, and thy Ser- 
“* vants, and thy People that enter in by 
“* thefeGates” (that is, all Perfons what- 
“* ever that enter in by” ibe Palace-gates, 
plainly including the whole Court, be- 
fore whom the Prophet was to deliver 
his meflage) : ‘* Thus faith the Lord ; 
“ Execute ye JUDGEMENT and RIGH- 
** TEOUSNESS, 
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“ yEousNESS, and deliver the Spoiled 
“ out of the hand of THE OPPRES- 
* SOR; and do no wrong, DO NO 
‘¢ VIOLENCE TO THE STRAN- 
“< GER (13),” &c. — “ For if ye do 
* this thing indeed” (that is, 1f ye wilk 
execute Fudgement and Righteoufnefs, deli- 
ver the Oppreffed, Sc.) ** then fhall there 
“enter in by the Gates of this Houfe 
‘* Kings fitting upon the Throne of 
7 Bayi (or rather “‘ that fit,” z e. 
reign, ‘¢ for David upon his Throne”) 
‘* riding in Chariots and on Horfes, he 
‘“* and his Servants, and his People” 
(that is, the Court fhould continue and 
profper). ‘* But if ye will not hear 
“ THESE WORDS, I fiwear by my- 
“¢ elf, faith the Lord” (i.e. Jehovah) 

(13) And what Wrong” or 8° Violence to the Stran~ 
‘¢ ger” can be more ofprefive than that of detaining 
him in an involuntary Servitude, WITHOUT WAGES, 


in amiferable, wretched Bondage, worfe than that of 
brute Brafts! 
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‘¢ that rHis Housr” (7.e¢. the Palace) 
«¢ fhail become a defolation.” Jer. xxii. 
1to5. So that the whole Court were as 
much interefted to promote a fpeedy 
Reformation, as the King himfelf. Thus 
it is plain that the King and Court had 
alfo a Choice giveh them of Life and 
Death, as well as the People; and, con- 
fequently, that the Judgements de- 
nounced were only conditional, in cafe 
the warning was neglected ; for it is 
manifeft that Ged mercifully tendered | 
to them (even at the eve of their defiruc- 
jion) a continuance of the Monarchy 
(viz. “ Kings fitting upon the Throne of 
*“. David”) if they would but reiolve to 
“¢ evecute JUDGEMENT aiid RIGHTE~ 
< ousness;” to ‘** deliver the Spoiled 
‘* out of the hand of the OPPRESSOR 3” 
and to ‘‘ do no Wrong, NO VIOLENCE, 
‘© fo THE STRANGER, (SC. ememene 
Prophet aifo added much more advice to 


ai ts 


he King and bis Court, though he was 
~ Set 


f 4r 
not & “made of i ibe Kay s Council (ay? 
for ‘he boldly warned the Monarch by 
the tremendous examples of © God's 
Judgements upon , three of his’ imme- 
diate Predeceffors i in the Kingdom ; two 
of whom were his. OWN Brothers, the 


te. or 
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(14) When a fimilar warning was given by a for- 
mer Prophet, to a wicked and inconfiderate Predeceffor 
of Zedekiab, ‘concerning God’s impending Vengeance for 
his mifcondué, the haughty Monarch, puffed up with 
vain motions of hisRoyal Importance, arrogantly im- 
pofed filence on the Prophet, becaufe he had under- 
taken the office of an Advifer or Counfellor to the King 
without the étiguette or formality of a Court Appoint- 
ment :—‘* Art thou made of the King’s Council 2” (faid 
the Monarch :) ‘‘ forbear; why fhouldeft thou be fnit- 
‘¢ ‘ten 2??—-Upon which the Prophet forbore indeed 7o 
reafon with him; but immediately pronounced upon 
him the fevere fentence of God’s Condemnation, fay- 
ing, ‘I know that God hath determined to deftroy 
** thee, becaufe thou haft done this, and haft nos 
‘© hearkened unto my Coun/fel:’? and it is remarkable, 
that, after rejecting the Counfel of God, the very next 
Counfel which this imperious Monarch was pleafed 
to adopt was attended with the moft dangerous and 
humiliating confequences, both to King and Kingdom, 
that could poflibly have happened ! nothing lefs than 
the delivery of both into the abfolute power of their 

i Enemies ! 
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Sons of King Jofiah ; ; and the third Ais 
own Nephew, whom he immediately 
fucceeded. They were all particularly 
mentioned by him in the proper order 
of their relpective reigns, as we find by 
the copy of his Meffage or Remon- 
ftrance, preferved in fos Collection of 
his Prophecies ; and, throughout the 
faid Remonftrance, frequent allufions 
are made to the principal caufes of the 
failure and deftrution of each of them, 
which afford a moft ftriking and inte- 
refting Leffon to Kings and Governors 
in general; but it muft have been more 
particularly affe&ting to Zedekiah, if we 
confider his critical fituation at the 
Enemies ! for after he had /venced the Prophet, ¢* then” 
(fays the Text) ‘* Amaziah King of Judah TOOK 
«* ADVICE, and fent to Joafh, the Son of Jehoahaz, 
“© the Son of Jehu, King of Ifrael, faying, Come, 
«© let us fee one another in the face.”’-—The war was 
unjuft and unreafonable; and, providentially, the King 
and his wicked Advifers were punifhed by the effects 
of their own anprincipled Counfel. See 2 = XXV, 
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time the Meflage was delivered to him, 
afid that thé Examples of Vengeance, to 
which thé Prophet referred him, were 
aétually accompl} ifoed in the Perfons of his 
nearefi Relations and Predecefors, who 
were fucceffively. deprived of their Royal 
Dignity, and carried away IN CHAINS 
into a flavifo Captivity; the very fate 


which, the Prophet aflured him, was 
to be his own! 


But before I recite the remainder of 
God’s Meflage to the Court of Zedekiah, 
it will be neceflary for me to give fome 
general account of that ‘Moaavets and 
- of his immediate Predeceffors, in order 
that the Remonftranée, in! which they 
are all diftingtly méntioied, may be 
more eafily underftood by the generality 
Cr Reéadets. It will likewifé be ne- 
ceflary for me to prove, that the whole 
aad Chapter of Jereriiah is inclided th 
‘that Meffage, or Remonftrance, which 

ee the 
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the Prophet was then to: deliver-in the 
prefence of the whole ‘Court Gha@are- 
kiah. And I propofe to infert alfo fome 
remarks, as they occur, concerning the. 
Prophet himfelf, and the order of time, 
in which he delivered the feveral tre- 
mendous predictions of Gob’s Vengeance 
againft thefe wicked Princes. 


Zedekiah was the Son of that excel- 
lent Prince Jofiah King of Judah, on 
whofe account, exprefsly, the dreadful 
Vengeance, due to that wicked Nation, 
was poftponed for feveral years, viz. 


till after his death. 


The Scriptures mention four Sons of 
King Jofiah, VIS. ‘“‘ the firft-born, Jo- 
«¢ hanan (or John) ; the. fecond, Je- 
* hoiakim; the third, Zedekiah ; ‘and 
‘the fourth, Shallum.” 1 Chron. 
iil, 15.—What became of the eldeft Son 
| Johanan, 
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Johanan, or John, is not-recorded (1 5)s 


haaie ho Bow 


but all the others afcended the T ‘hrone 
of David; and firft of all, the youngeft 
Son Shallum, ‘whom, on the death of 
King Jofiah, ‘* the People of the Land 


“* took, and” (as it feems, without re- 


(15) — this Yohanan” ({ays Bithop Patrick) «is 
“‘ thought by many to be the fame with Fehoahaz, 
‘¢ who fucceeded Yo/iahin the Throne. But he” (mean- 
ing Fehoabax) ‘* was not his firft-born, being but 
** twenty-three years old when the People made him 
“King; and after three months time his Brother, 
<¢ being put in his place,. is faid to be twenty-five 
‘ years old. 2 Kings xxiii. 31, 36." Petavius” (con- 
tinues the Bifhop). “‘ hath faid a. great deal about 
Sr thisya in his Annotations’ upon Epiphanius ad 
‘* Heref. Epicur. p. 18. But after all” (fays the 
‘learned Bifhop) ‘‘ I take the truth to be, that JouANAN 
““ Was HIS ELDEST SON, but dicd before his Father : 
‘‘ and therefore is not mentioned in the Book of 
<< Kings; as” (continues he) ‘‘ Feboahaz is not men- 
‘* tioned here, being made King by the People of the 
‘s Land, and prefently dethroned.”—In the latter part 
of this remark, however, the worthy Bifhop is appa- 
rently miftaken ; for the fame King, who was fome- 
‘times called Feboaharz, is certainly mentioned in that 
very Text (1 Chron. iii, 15.) on which the Bifhop 
made this remark, though mentioned, indeed, 2 
a different name, vix, Shallum. 
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him at Yerufalem (18) (2 Chion. XXXVI. 
3.) and afterwards “puT HIM IN BANDS 
“at Riblab (1 Dee in a the Land of Hamath, 
a ellie that 
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: (18). “* And the King of Egypt put — at 
s¢ Ferufalem, and condemned the Land in an hundred 
<* talents of filver, and a talent of gold.” 2 Chron. 
XY le ots 
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(19) Rispaw was the fatal place where King Ze- 
dekiah was afterwards judged and condemned by the 
King of Babylon, and where his Sons were flain before 
his eyes. Jer. lil. 9. one. Text alfo informs us, that 
“ he” (the King of Babylon) *¢ flew alfo all the Princes 
¢ of Fudab i in Risian.” Jer. hii. 10. There i is fome- 
thing very remarkable in the meaning of thefe names, 
Riblah and Hamath, when compared with the dreadful 
Vengeance executed therein, Riblah (A737) was 
capable of being interpreted (though it likewife has a 
different meaning) as follows, wiz. Rixa”—* aut 
« jergium inveteratum vel conturbatum, - five jurgium 
«« defluens ;”? (fee the Interpretation of Scripture 
Names annexed ‘to the London Polyglot, Vol. VI.) 
and Hamaru (fVOF) “Ira vel indignatio, aut calor,” 
eSe. (idid.); that is, the City of Szrife, or Severe’ 
Chiding, in’ the Land of Wrath, or fiery Indignation.’ 
Now it muft appear! very remarkable, I fay, if we con-' 
fider the interpretation of which thefe names are ea-° 
pable, that God fhould incline two foreign Conquerors 
(vho‘had no conneétion with each other, but, on the 

contrary, 


| % | 
‘that he might not reign in Ferufalem” 
(2Kings pani 3 JYC2O) there being, pro- 
bably, fome reafon to apprehend, that 
he would attempt to fupplant his elde? 
brother Elakim, whom the Egyptian 
Conqueror had thought proper to fet up 
in his ftead upon ‘* the Throne of Da- 


be vid ; ” and therefore, to fecure the 

L-. OLE Oey Or: ; —: 
contrary, were mortal. Enemies) to execute his /en- 
geance upon different Kings of Judah exadly at the fame 
place, viz. the City of Strife, in the Land of Wrath : 
anfomuch that one would fuppofe thefe names to be | 
given ‘afterwards, in’remembrance of God’s s fevere 
Vengeance already executed therein ! “And yet, we find, 
they, were the ancient names of thofe places, mentioned 
in Mofes’ account of the Ifraelitith boundary, Numb. 
-¥xxiv. 8,11. And though the names are: really fapable. 
of bearing a different and more favourable interpreta- 
tion, yet, to the Jews, who were nice obfervers con- 
cerning the real meaning of names, the potlibility of 
interpreting the names of thefe fatal places, in the 
‘awful fenfe which I havé mentioned, muft render tke 
accomplifhment of God’s Vengeance therein much more 
firiking and remarkable ! : 


nena 


8 eS yAnd ae Nechoh put. hin in| bands at 
“ Pe hich in the, Land of Hamath, that he might nat 
* reign in Ferdfalem,” (Fc. 2 Kings xxili. 33. 


Meth G new- 
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fue exaGtly the fame method in reftoring 
“© the Sceptre of Fudab” to “* the Houfe 
‘“* of David,” and in declaring the Eftab- 
lifhment of the National Law and Re- 
ligion, by putting a refpectful memorial 
of the facred Name of Fehavab upon Sd 
new-raifed Monarchs ! 


In the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign, 
though Judea and all Syria were then 
under the Egyptian Empire, the Pro- 
bet mip in his 27th chapter (22), 


foretold 


(22) —+‘‘ Inthe beginning’ of the reign of Fehoz- 
‘¢ akim the Son of: -Joiiah King of Judah, came this 
*¢ word unto Jeremiah from fe Lord, faying, Thus 
*< faith the Lorp (or the Lorp faid) tome; make 
“¢ ye Bonds and Yokes, and put them upon thy Neck, 
«« and fend them to the King of Edom,” Ge. The 
learned Dr. Lowth (Prebendary of Wincheifter in 1718) 
in his Commentary on this place, fuppofes that the 
Name of “ Jehoiakim has crept into the Text,” ce. 
* inflead of Zedekiah.” ‘* This emendatioh” (fays 
he) «fis confirmed by comparing this verfe with the 
*¢ 3d, 12th, and zoth verfes of this chapter, and with 
+t the beginning of the next.”’—But thefe verfes, how- 
: ever, 


~ ~ 
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foretold the univerfal.Empire of“ Nebu- 
** chadnezzar King of... Babylon,” even 
before 


ever, are far from confirming the propofed emenda- 
tion : all ‘that can properly” ee faid of them in this re- 
fpe&t i is, that they have occafioned, in fome Writers, 
the fuppofition of an Error in the’ Text, which has 
been very well anfwered by others. But there is a 
better evidence in favour of the Doétor’ s fuppofition 
than what he has mentioned, becaufe the latter really 
contains no difficulty, if the 3d and 6th verfes be con- 
fidered as prophecies * of the future reigns of Zede- 
kiah and Nebuchadnezzar: but the’ evidence, which 
he has zof mentioned, leaves much more room fot 
the fuppofition of a various reading in the Text; for 
the Syriac Verfiow has really the reading which that 
learned Gentleman fuppofes to be the true one, viz. 


fa Oy ; A a.a%0 (Boh — “in the 


“ beginning of the reign of Tedslia,’ > inflead of “ in 
Bi: — - ~* So thie 


* & Thefe things” (fays the learned Lightfoot ) “ are to be un- 
“ derftood to: be fpoken prophetically concerning Zedckiah, as 
“¢ well as concerning Nebuchad-nezzar’s-Sonnes ; for the Lord 
** by the Prophet foretells that Nebuchaduezzar fhould reigne, 
‘* and his ‘Sonne and Grandchilde after him : 5 and therefore muft 
** the Prophet prefently make Yokes and Bonds, and put them 
“* of his own neck..in token of Judah’s fubjection, which indeed 
<¢ begun in the very next yeare. And he foretells us withall that 
“ Zedekiah fhould reigne, and that divers Kings fhould fend Mef- 
“* fengers to him,-and by them fhould Feremy fend thofe Yokes 
** to thofe Kings,” &c, Harmony of the Old Teftament, p. 149 
and rgo, : 1 my aes 


Be 


| ee a 
before that great Warrior was King of 
‘Babylon (23), his Father Naéopollafar 


(who 


‘‘ the beginning of the reign of Fehoiakim.” ‘This 
evidence certainly proves, either that the Hebrew 
Copy, from which the verfion was made, had really 
the reading fuppofed by Dr. Lowth, or elfe that the 
‘Tranflator himfelf thought (like Dr. Lowth) that the 
word ‘* Jenoraxim- had crept into the Text inflead of 
‘< ZepEKIAH,” and therefore was willing to correét 
the fuppofed error in his new verfion: and as the lat- 
ter is neither zmpofible nor improbable, the evidence of 
the Syriac Verfion muft by no means be admitted to 
invalidate the prefent Hebrew Reading, efpecially as 
the latter is-confirmed, not only by all the ancient 
Hebrew Manufcripts that have hitherto been collated, 
but alfo by the Targum of Jonathan, who fcurifhed 
100 years before the deftruction of the fecond Temple, 
as Bifhop Walton relates * ; fo that his Tranflation is 
older than the oldeff Syriac Verfion, which is fuffi- 
ciently proved in the Prolegomena to the Polyglott 
Bible by the fame learned Bifhop. The whole wverfe 
is wanting in the Gree& Verfion, fo that no evidence 
can be drawn from thence. 


(23) ‘Which was not fill the latter end of the third 
year of Jehoiakimy for part of the third and part of 
the fourth years of Jehoiakim were included in the 
| firft 

* <° Tloruit hic centum annis ante Templi fecundi vaftatio- 
“© nem, tet habetur in -Talm. Fraét. de Sabbato, c.r:"—~In Bibka 
Polyglotta Prolegom. p. 84. 


f « | 


(who was alfo called Nebuchodonofar (24) 
being ftill-alive. The Prophet was di- 
rected 


firft year of Nebuchadnezzar. Compare Dan. i.-1. 
with Jer. xxv.1. This was the earlieft computation 
(there being two) of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign ; for 
Dean Prideaux remarks, that ‘‘ Daziel begins his 
Ot computation, from the time that Nebuchadnezzar was 
*¢ fent from Babylon by his Father on this expedition’? 
{for he is {peaking of Nebuchadnezzar’s fuccefs in 
recovering Syria and Paleftine from Pharaoh-Nechoh} 
BY which” (fays he) <* was in the latter end of the third 
‘* year of Jehoiakim,” &Fc. (See ConneCions, part I. 
p- 63.) ‘* But, according to the Babylonians, - his 
se reign is not reckoned to begin till after his Father’s 
“death, which happened two years afterwards ; and 
‘‘ beth computations being found in Scripture, it is 
ss neceffary to fay fo much here for the reconciling of 
“them.” Ibid, p. 60. 


(24) The learned Archbifhop Ufber fhews, that 
Nabuchadonofor was aname given to Saof/duchinus, the 
Succeffor of Efarhaddon in the Affytian and Babylo- 
nian Empire; and that he. was the Naduchadonofor 
mentioned in the Book of Judith (See his Annals 
under the years of the world 3336 and 3347.): weit 
Clynaladan (called alfo Sarac) fucceeded this Nabu- 
chadorofor in the Empire A. M. 3356: that Nabopol- 
Jafar (the Father of Nebuchadnezzar), who was Com- 
mander‘in Chief of his Forces, rebelled againft his 
pears pera, and jointly with Afyages (called “alfo 


e Affnerus), 


[ #6 il 


rected. to'make Bonds and Vokes, and put 


them upon his own! neck, ‘and to fend 


Ure); King of the Medes, conquered Sarac, and. 
took Nineveh, And it feems that Nabopoilafar at that 
time had affumed the name of Nabuchadonofors. the 
ereat Anceffor of his Mafter ; for; according to Arch- 
bifhop Ufer, Nabopollafar is mentioned’ hee that 
name in the Book of Tobit (A. M. 3378). vik. 
«* Nabopollafarus’ Babylonius, 4 Saraco (five Chyna- 
ce Tadano) Aftyriorum & Chalde sorum mi igo prafecius 
in HEE i (8 example fhould warn Monarchs 
againft the keeping of-¢reat Standing Armies) "eC 8 
“ Aftyages a Patre Cyaxare Mediz Satr apa conftitu- 
? tus, ‘afinitatem: ineuntes (Amyiti “Aftyagis” ‘Filia 
ee Nebucadnefari Filio Nabopollafari defponfata) 


% 


‘<-Junctis viribus- Niniven, & in ed Saracum Regem, : 


“* expugnant : quemadmodum ex Alexandri Poly if- 
‘¢ toris fragmento (4 Cedreno, qui illud | citat, minimé 
‘< intellecto) colligimus. Quomodo & in fine Greci 
‘¢ Tobiti legimus ; ccepiffe Niniven NABUCHOD- 


*«°ONOSORUM (five Nabopollafarum) & ASSUE-~ 


= RUM (five Afyagen, Affiteri quoque nomine, Da- 
< nielis ix. 1. appellatum :) Superitite adhuc Tobia 
= juniore qui, Capta Samaria a Salnanafare, in Affy- 
‘*riam cum Patre deportatus, annis 127. (vel 9g, ut 
‘“habet Latina, ex Chaldaico expreffa editio) vixifle 
“6 dicitur,’ ? £5¢.—-S0 that Tobit had the fatisfaGtion to 
fee God’s Vengeance executed upon that mighty Inftru- 
ment of God’s Wrath the Affyrian Empie,, which had 
enflaved and carried away his Countrymen_ the Ifra- 
clites. from their ancient Inheritance. *) r 


‘them 


ay 4 


them afterwards to the Kings of feveral 
neighbouring Nations, with a moft aw-. 
ful meflage from God concerning the 
- rifing power of the Babylonian Monarch : 
—‘ And now” (faid the Prophet, in the 
Name of the Lord, or Fehovah, of Holts, - 
the God of Trae], fee ver. 4.) ** have I 
“< given all thefe Lands into the hand 
oy Nebuchadnezzar the King of -Ba- 
*: bylon, my Servant ;” Sc.— and all 
«* Nations” (many of whom are ex- 
prefsly mentioned in the third verfe) 
“¢ fhall ferve wim, and his son, and 
*« his son’s son, until the very time 
‘* of his Land come” (for the Empire 
continued for three lives or fucceffions, 
until the Babylonian meafure of iniquity 
and opprefilion was fulfilled in the reign 
of Belthazar (25), when the Medes and 
Perfians 


(25) The feveral Hiftories cited by the learned Gro. 
tius, in the 16th Seét. of his 3d Book de Veritare Relj- 
gionis Chrifliane, concerning the Chaldean Monarchs, 
are by no means well chofen for the laudable purpofe 

2 H dis 
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name, was not King of Babylon when 
the Prophecy was delivered, as I have 
already remarked. But after this foresgn 
Conqueror had really appointed a King of 
‘fudah, and given him the name of 
ZEDEKIAH (the very name foretold by the 
Prophet), fauch an extraordinary circum- 
{tance would add unqueftionable autho- 
rity to the truth of eremiah’s mifhon, 
and would render Zedekiah and his Cour- 
tiers mexcufable (as they really were) for 
rejeting the earneft and repeated’ Re- 
thonftrances of that Prophet (27). 


This timely Prediction, therefore, in 
the reign of Jehotakim, with the inter- 
nal Proofs which it contained, concern- 

ing the neceflity of Zedekiah’s Submuflion 


* 


(27) If this probable confirmation of the word of 
Prophecy be duly confidered, it will add much to-the 
weight of the Obfervations which I have made ina 
preceding Note concerning the Truth of the Hebrew 
‘Lext in the 1ft verfe of this chapter. 


to 
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to the Babylonian Yoke, feems to have 
been abfolutely neceflary to enable the - 
Prophet to confute the many fa//e Pro- 
phets, ‘Diviners, Dreamers, Sc. (fee gth 
verfe) who were (afterward, in Zede- 
kiah’s reign) publickly employed to ex- 
cite the People to fhake off the Babyl:- 
nian Yoke. : 

The Prophet was alfo forewarned in 
the beginning of Jehotakim’s reign (as 
the fame chapter teftifies) that the Kings 
of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and 
Zidon would fend Meffengers to a ‘* Ze- 
“¢ dekiah King of Judah;” all which 
Kings (as Grotius remarks) (28) were 
fubdued by Nebuchadnezzar; and there- 
fore it 1s not improbable that the faid 
Meffengers or Ambaffladors were fent , 
to Zedekiab for the purpofe of forming 


_ (28) Omnes enim hi Reges fubjugati a Nebuchado-. 
noforo. Vide infra xlviii. xlix. Comment on the 3d 


Veriess Annot. ad Vet. Teft, p. 221. 
a league 
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phet having not only foretold the reign 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and the reign of 
Zedekiah (a name not applicable to Ze- 
dekiah himfelf till the Babylonian Con- 
| queror thought proper to give it him, 
fo that no worldly prudence could fore- 
fee fuch an event), but had alfo foretold 
the very circumitance in which’ they 
themfelves were concerned, viz. that 
Meffengers thould be fent to this Zedektab 


by fuch and fuch Kings! 
5 


In what year thefe Meflengers or 
Ambaffadors really arrived at ferufalem, 


or returned from thence, does not ap- 


pear; but as the Yokes were, firft of all, 
to be put upon the Prophet's own neck, be- 
fore he was to fend them to the Kings 
(compare the ad and 3d verfes), and as 
it appears that he really wore fuch a 
wooden Yoke, asa fign againit them, in 
the Temple, fo late as the 4th year of 
Zedekiah, whren a falfe Prophet took it 


I from 
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from his neck, and broke it, and there- 
by occafioned a further command re- 
fpecting thofe Kings, uz. that the 
Prophet fhould “* make for them Vokes 
“* of Iron (31),” it feems moft probable 
' that the wooden Yokes firlt ordered had 
not then been {ent to them; and, con- 
fequently, that the Mefiengers of thofe 
Kings had not as yet arrived at Jerufa- 
lem (for, undoubtedly, the Prophet 
would obey the Divine Command as 
' foon as he had the proper opportunity of 
doing fo) ; and as Zedekiab went to Ba- 
bylon im the fame year (fee Jer. li. 59.) 
it is likely the Meffengers did not ar- 
rive, nor he rebel, till the year follow- 
ing. Neverthelefs; in that year (the 
fourth of Zedekiah) the Prophet de- 
clared the Meffage to Zedekiah. him- 
{elf, which he had before been charged 


(31) “© Thus faith the Lord; Thou” (Hananiah) 
«* haft broken the Yokes of Wood, but thou” (Jeremiah) 
* fhalt make for them Yokes of Iron.” Jer. xxviii. 13. 


I to 
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are now fitting under the IRON YoxKEs 
of unnatural, arbitrary Governments, fab- 
jected to the WILL AND PLEASURE of 
their refpective Sovereigns, inftead of 
LAW ! And if the particular Hiftory 
of any, or perhaps all, of thefe Nations 
be carefully examined, it will not, I be- 
lieve, be found that any of them were 
ever reduced to fuch a deplorable ftate 
‘of national Mifery, till by national Wick- 
edneis, and public Contempt of Gop’s 
eternal Laws, they had rendered a na- 
tional RETRIBUTION ftri@ly neceflary, . 
according to the unerring Rules of eter- 
nal Juftice! All hopes, therefore, of 
REDRESS to fhe/e enflaved. Nations mutt 
be vain, without a fincere reformation 
of manners in each Nation refpectively, 
and without pudlic and moft earneft na- 
tional or general endeavours to obtain 
Reconciliation and Forgivenefs from THE 
KING OF KINGS; as nothing but 
a firict Obedience to HIS LAWS can render 
a _ . any 
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any Nation truly REE. Jeremiah made 
the fame declaration alfo to the Prigfs 
and People that he had made to the 
King :—‘* Alfo I fpake” (fays he) ‘ to 
“© the Priefis, and to all the People, fay- 
*¢ ing, Thus faith the Lorn; Hearken 
“¢ not to the words of your Prophets 
that prophefy unto you, faying, Be- 
“¢ hold, the Veffels of the Lord’s Houfe 
fhall now fhortly be brought again 
‘‘ from Babylon; for they frophefy a 
Lye (32) unto you. Hearken not 
*« unto them: /erve the King of Baby- 
‘¢ lon, and ve. Wherefore fhould 
«¢ this City be laid wafte?”. Jer. xxvii. 
1, 17. 


4 


(32) Thefe lying Prophets were probably bribed to 
favour the propofed /eague againft Babylon, as fome 
- other wicked Prophets had been on former occafions, 
according to the teftimony of the Prophet Micah :——- 
«« And the Prophets thereof”? (fpeaking of Jerufalem} 
> Micah iti, 11. And Nebemiad 
alfo mentions a Prophet (one Shematah) who was 
hived to prophefy againft him ; — “‘ for Tobiah and 
** Sanballat had hired him.” Nehem. vi. 10 to 12. 


The | 


“© divine for money. 


[ 72 ] 
broken, as I before remarked, but he 
alfo pointed out the lying Prophet him- 
felf to the public obfervation, as a no- 
table and undeniable token, that the 
Prophecies of Feremiabh were of Divine 
Authority |—‘* Hear now, Hananiab,” 
(faid the true Prophet): “ the Lord” 
(ee. “Febovaby “ hath “Wot temememees, 
“ but thou makeft this People to truft in 
‘“wa~Lye. “ Therefore thts aie minie 
“« Lord ;—Behold, [wll caft thee forth 
‘“< from the face of the earth: This Year 
“ thou fhalt DYE, becaufe thou hatt 
“ taught Rebellion againft the Lord: 
‘© So Hananiah the Prophet DIED the 
“< fame year, in the feventh month.” Jer. 
XXVill. 15—17. Thatis, he died ex- 
actly two months after the Prediction, 
which was made in the fifth month of 


‘* phet had broken the Yoke from off the neck of the 
‘¢ Prophet Jeremiah, faying, Go, and tell Hananiabh, 
‘¢ faying, Thus faith the Lord; Thou haft drokex the 
“* Yokes of Wood, but thou fhalt make for them Yokes of 
** Iron.” Jet, xxviii, 12, 13. 

the 


¥ 
i 
the fourth year of Zedekiah. Such 


Evidence, added to the former clear 
Tokens of Authenticity which this Pro- 
phecy of the Yokes carried with it, muft 
render Zedekiab and his Courtiers to- 
tally inexcufable for neglecting the Di- 
vine Warning, and relying upon falfe 


Prophets. 


Thus the propriety of confidering the 
former part of the 27th chapter as a Re- 
velation in the time of Feboiakim (agree- 
able to the teftimony of the Hebrew 
Text) is rendered apparent by the par- 
ticular advantages which fuch a prior 
Revelation would afterwards give to the 
true Prophet, when he had to oppofe 
the pretended Prophecies delivered ia 
the fourth year of Zedekiah: and the 
remaining part of the 27th chapter, 
from the r2th verfe, wherein the Pro- 
phet mentions his perfonal Addrefs to 
Zedehiah, vault necefiarily be attributed 

all K ta 
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“* Congregation.” — Upon the Trial the 
Prophet perfifted in his former declara- 
tion; but at the fame time aflured them 
of Mercy and Reconciliation, in cafe 
they would but repent and reform: fo 
that it was abfolutely in their own 
power (through the Mercy of God) to 
have averted the unpending Vengeance. 
« ‘Therefore NOW” (faid the Prophet) 
amend your ways and your doings, and 
‘* obey the Voice of the Lorp your 
EOD Mand then he adds the condi- 
‘* tional Affurance of Peace) ‘‘ and the 
‘< Lorp” (faid the Prophet) ‘* wll re- 
“* pent him of THE EVIL that he hath 


‘* Earth... So the Priefls, and the Prophets, and all 
“« the People heard Jeremiah fpeaking thefe words zz 
‘© the Houfe of the Lorn.” Jer. xxvi. 1—7. Thus it 
is manifeft that the public exercife of the Nasional Re- 
ligion, agreeable to the National Law, was continued 
even in the beginning of Fehboiakim’s reign, though he 
was fet up, and ruled under the authority of a foreign 
Heathen Monarch (Pharaoh-Neco) ; for the 2d verfe 
teftifies, that the People out of all the Cities of Judah 
came to worfhip in the Lord’s Houfe. 

* pro- 


oe 


oa 4 

“* pronounced againft you.” ‘To this the 
Prophet added a fhort Remonftrance 
refpecting his own cafe: — ‘* As for 
** me” (fays he) ** I am in your hand: 
*¢ do with meas feemeth good and meet 
“‘ unto you. But know ye for certain, 
“< that if ye put me to death, ye foall 
“+ furely bring innocent blood upon your- 
“¢ felves, and upon this City, and upon the 
‘© Inhabitants thereof; for of a truth the 
‘‘ Lord hath fent' me unto you, to 
“< fpeak all thefe words in your ears.” 
Jer. xxvi. 8—15. Whereupon he was 
acquitted and difmified; for fome of 
the Elders cited clear precedents, from 
the hiftory of former times, concerning 
the legality of declaring God’s Vengeance 
again{t National Wickedne/s: but though 
this prudent judgement of the Court of 
Juftice faved Fereniah for that time, yet 
it did not prevent the wicked Monarch 
Fehoiakim from murdering the Prophet’s 
Colleague, Uriah, who likewife pro- 

phefied 
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the Prophet feremiah, in that very year, 
denounced the Judgement of God upon 
Jerufalem and Judea, by the hand of 
N ebuchadnezzar ; which proves, that 
the City was not, as yet, taken by him ; 
for in the fourth year of Fehotakim he 
acquainted all the Inhabitants of Jerufa- 
lem, that—‘ from the thirteenth year 
‘“* of Fofiah the Son of Amon, King of 
“« Judah, even to this day” (faid the 
Prophet), “that is, the three and twen- 
*¢ tieth year, the Word of the Lord hath 
‘* come unto me, and I have fpoken 
‘¢ unto you, rifing carly and {peaking ; 
““ibut ye have not héarkened= c= — 


‘© primum ftatuamus incidiffe in annum Jehoiakimi 
“* tertium definentem & imprimis guartum incipientem ; 
“‘ita ut Nepucapnezar veniffe dicatur JEHo- 
© JAKIMI anno tertio definente vel cxa&o, fur autem pri- 
“ mo currente, qui ref{pondebat partim axzo illius tertio 
s¢ (Dan. cap. i. 1.), partim vero eju/d-re quarto (Jer. 
‘© xxv. I.), propter diverfa annorum initia, cum a#- 
“* nus tertius JEHOIAKIMI & primus NEBUCADNEZ- 
«* arts idem principium non haberent,” €c. p. 11. 


‘“¢ Therefore 
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* Therefore thus faith the Lord of 
** Hofts” (Jehovah of Hofts); ‘* Be- 
** caufe ye have not' heard my words, 
*¢ behold, I will fend and take all the 
“ Families of the North, faith the 
«¢ Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar the King 


“of Babylon my Servant, and will 
“ bring them againft this Land, and 
6eé 


again{t the Inhabitants thereof, and 
“ againit all thefe Nations round about, 
and will utterly deftroy them, and 
make -them an Aftonifhment, ‘and 
an Hiffing, and perpetual (42) De- 

‘¢ folations.” 


(42) The word roby, here conftrued perpetual, 
does not zecefarily bear that fignification ; for it fome- 
times denotes a fhorter period: fo that Buxtorf inter- 
prets it in his Lexicon as follows :—‘* Seculum,”’ ({ays 
he) ‘ tempus homini abfconditum tam infinitum & 
** eternum quam finitum, ut Gen. xvii. 8. Exod, xxi. 
(Geet o2ie ig 22. and Xili. 13.92 Sam. xu. 10. 9c.” 
So that the words by moans may rather fig- 
nify fome limited term of Defclations—Defolations of 
(or for) az age, Or a certain period, as it is rendered in 
the interlineary verfion of the London Polyglot Bible— 
“© In Solitudines Seculi.” Buxtorf in his Lexicon re- 
marks, that Rafchi and Aden Ezra interpret the word 

i: my 
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peculiar People, he furely would not {pare 
them (45) ! 


The 36th chapter of Jeremiah, from 
the beginning to the 8th verfe, is next 
in order of date, becaufe it relates to 
tranfactions of the fame year (viz. the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim, which muft 
be during the Siege of Jerufalem by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, who came up in the third 
year of Jehotakim). The Prophet was 
then dire&ted to write in the Roll of a 
Book all his former Prophecies; from. 


(45) ‘* And it fhall be’ (faid God to the Prophet) 
‘¢ if they refufe to take the Cup at thine hand to drink, 
‘¢ then fhalt thou fay unto them, Thus faith rHe 
*¢Lorp or Hosts” (Jehovah of Hofts) ; Ye fhail 
“¢ certainly drink. For lo! I begin to bring evil on the 
“* City, which és called by my Name, and fhould ye be 
* utterly unpunifhed ?—Ye thall not be unpunifhed : 
‘¢FOR I WILL CALL FOR A SWORD UPON 
«* ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, 
««SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS,” Jer. xxv: 
28, 29. This Declaration hath been fulfilled upon 
all Nations of the World at different times ; and rhe 
Swerd of Ged’s Wrath is fill as a&tive as ever! 


fhe 
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“ the days of Fofiah” to that time (46). 
See Jer. xxxvi. 1. The Book was wrote, 
however, by Baruch the Scribe, from 
the mouth of ‘Feremiah, who was then 
in prifon (Jer. xxxvi. 5. (47) 3 and Je- 
remiah 


(46) ** And it came to pafs in the fourth year of 
‘* Fehsiakim the Son of Fofiah King of Judah, that this 
“© word came unto Feremiah, from the Lorn, faying, 
“« Take thee a Roll of a Book, and write therein all 
*« the Words that I have fpoken unto thee againt 
“* Tfrael, and againft Fudab, and againf all the Na- 
“© tions, from the day I {pake unto thee, from the days 
** of Jofiah, even unto this day. It may be that the 
‘* Houfe of Judah will hear all the evil which I pur- 
<¢ pofe todo unto them; that they may return every 
«« man from his evil way ; that I may forgive their ini- 
“ guity and their fin.’ Jer. Xxxvi. 1-3. So that 
Repentance might ftill have prevented ‘< all the evil.” 


(47) ‘© Then Jeremiah called Baruch the Son of 
** Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Fere- 
‘* miah all the Words of the Lord, which he had fpoken 
‘*unto him, upon aRoll of a Book. And Feremiah 
** commanded Baruch, faying, I am fout up; Icannot 
“© 99 into the Houfe of the Lord: therefore go thou, and 
“¢ read in the Roll which thou haft written from my 
‘© mouth, the Words of the Lorp, in the ears of the 
“People in the Lorp’s Houle, upon the Fa/fing 
© Day: (ce. Jer. xxvii. 4—6, 

‘This 
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he afterwards affigns them another date 
with more certainty. And to the fame 
year (the fourth of Jehoiakim) that 
learned Prelate alfo places the 35th chap- 
ter, concerning the Rechabites (50) 5 
for, with good reafon, he fuppofes that 
the circumftances therein related (con- 
cerning their refufal to drink the Wine 
which the. Prophet had fet before them 
by God’s command) were tranfacted 
during the time of the Siege by Nedu- 
chadnezzar, for fear of whom the Recha- 


bites had taken fhelter in the City. 
In the ninth month (51) of the fame 


year (two months after Baruch had read 
the 


(50) ‘f —ingreffi funt Hierofolyma, Jer. xxxv. 11. 
“« Ubi, quum de tempore prefente dicant ; sta confide- 
* snus Hicrofolymis : colligimus capitis hujus hiftoriam 
‘« de vino a Rechabitis recufato, eo tempore fuifle gef- 
‘*tam, quo Urbs a Nebuchadnefare fuit obfeffa.” 
(Dan.i.1.) Lbid. ad A.M. 3398. p. 120. 


(51) ‘* In manum Nebuchadnefaris tradidit Domi- 
“‘nus Jehoiakimum Regem Jude, cum parte Inftru- 
‘*mentorum Demis Dei [Dan.i. 2.J, men/e videlicét 

** £000, 
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the Roll of Prophecy in the Temple, 
which was in the feventh month) Jeru- 
falem was taken (52) by Nebuchadnez- 


Zar, 


** wono five Ciflea: ut colligitur ex aniverfario jejunio, 
** quod in memoriam, ut videtur, hujus calamitatis 
OG (more apud Judzos recepto; Zachar. vil. 3, 5. & 
*€ vill. 19.) eo menfe obfervatum eft [Jerem. xxxvis 


Cig Ad Au» 3398,.p..120. 


(52) Fofpbus feems to have been defirous to conceal 
this fa&t from his Gentile Readers (notwithftanding 
that the Fees held a folemn Faft in the xznth months 
in commemoration of this Nattonal Calamity, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim) ; ; for he mentions nothing 
of the Capture of Jerufalem, but only informs us, that 
in the fourth yearof Nebuchadnezzar, and the eighth 
of Jehoiakim (in which he makes a miftake of four 
years), the Babylonian made war with ‘great power, 
demanding tribute of Fehazatim, or threatening to fight 
him; and that the other, fearing the threats of tne 
Babylonian, and purchafing peace with money, paid 
him the tributes which he had demanded for three years. 
pie Teocaga oO ds Er Boxrinzvorlos non TS Nabexodover cee, 
© dydoog inv To "Twannu To Tay “EC pauay Ecovle Tay hox Hs 
6 yo OT eTEVEL META WOAMIS SUvawews Emr Teg TedauHs 6 
<* Batuawrios, Qopys aitwv tov “Twcmimov, i) WOAEAYT EY 
“ aoreinwy? 6 Oe Scag Thy ameIAnY, uo THY ighiny av 
$¢ nararratauevos Tov xpnuctoy, nvelxey auto Qopss, ¥g 
“ grakey iri Ern cpa.” Ant. Jud. Lib. x. ¢ 7. p. 336 

. iM But 
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from taking more (56), or rather, per= 
haps, inclined him'to leave the reft, that 
the Service of the Temple might be fill 
continued, which it certainly was, as 
well as the National Laws and Cufioms, 
and alfo a National Prince of the Houfe 
of David ‘* upon the Throne of David,” 
notwithftanding that the Government 
was then held under the authority of a 
foreign Heathen Monarch ; which. was 
the fifth (if not the fixth)time (56) that 
the like extraordinary circumftances 
were fulfilled fince the promife was 


made to King David that his Houfe and 


(56) The reafon of my {peaking dubioufly, whether 
this was the fifth or fixth time that Jerufalem was 
taken fince the promife to David, is, becaufe I can- 
pot produce fufficient authorities to prove that it was 
taken when King Manaffih was carried away captive by 
ihe King of Affria, though it is very probable that the 
City was then alfo really taken, becaufe Manaffeh, 
after his reftoration, thought it neceflary to build 
walls, and add new fortifications to different parts of 
the City. See 2 Chron, xxxill, 14. 


Kingdon: 


[ es 7] 
Kingdom fhould be efabl; om See 2 Sam, 


vii. ptiat=20- 


In the ffth year of Jehoiakim (tho’ 
the Jr year of his Vaflalage to Baby- 
Jon), in the ninth month, a Faft was 
proclaimed, in remembrance of God’s 
Judgements in the ar year (57) 

upon 


(57) ——‘‘ in memoriam, ut videtur, Urdzs eodem 
** fuperioris anni menfe a@ ca!deis capte.” Archbifhop 
Uther, ad A.M. 3399. Dean Prideaux fays that the 
- Faft was eld on the eighteenth day of the ninth month, 
and is ftill kept by the Jews. Hie alfo fuppofed (as 
well as Archbifhop Uther) that the City was then taken 
by the Chaldeans: but fee his words at length—‘* The 
‘¢ great Faft of the Expiation, wherein Baruch read 
*€ the Roll, as is above related, was annually kept by 
** the Jews on the tenth day of the month T7zri, which 
** anfwers to our September. Immediately after that 
“* Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judea; and having laid 
‘6 fiege to Ferufalem, made himfelf mafter of it in the ninth 
** month, called Cifleu (which anfwers to our Novem- 
‘© ber), on the eighteenth day of that month (for on that 
«¢ day is ftill kept by the Jews an annual Faft in com- 
‘* memoration of it even to this day); and having 
‘* then taken Feboiakim prifoner, he put him in chains 
*€ to carry him to Babylon, But he having humbled 

. « himfelf 
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ral different Nations (60), then fubjeét 


to the Dominion of Nebuchadnezzar, 


which, under the Providence of God, 
were to execute the Divine Vengeance 
upon the Jewifh Nation (agreeable to 
the exprefs terms of God’s Covenant) 
for having neglected the Divine Law 
(the People being at that time notori- 
oufly corrupt and wicked), but more 
particularly for having negle&ted thofe 
parts of the Law which are eternal, viz. 
the eternal Laws of JUDGEMENT (or 
Juftice) and RIGHTEOUSNESS, of which 
the Prophets were continually remind- 


(60) ** And the Lord fent againft him” (Jehoiakim) 
** Bands” (or Troops) ‘* of the Chaldees, and Bands 
*¢ of the Syrians, and Bands of the Moabites, and 
‘© Bands of the Children of Ammon, and fent them 
“* againft Judah, to deftroy it, according to the Word 
‘** of the Lord, which he fpake by his Servaats the 
‘< Prophets. Surely at the Commandment of the 


‘* Lord came this upon Fudab, to remove them out ef © 


** his fight, for the fins of Manaffeh, according to all 
«© that he did, and alfo for the innocent blood that he 
eined;” (ec. 2 Kings xxiv. 2. 


Ing 
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ing them !—We have no further infor- 
mation from the facred Text concerning 
the four remaining years of ‘fehoiakim’s 
reign (61); only that he “‘ left with 
“‘ his Fathers (62), and that JeHora- 

, CHIN 


(61) For ‘he reigned eleven years in Ferufalem.” : 
2 Kings xxili. 36. - 


(62) ** It appears by this” (fays the learned Bifhop 
Patrick) ‘‘ that to fleep with one’s Fathers fignifies no 
** more than fo piz, as they did. For Fehoiachim was 
‘* nov buried with them, nor died in his bed: but 
“‘ being taken by the Chaldzans, he died as they led 
‘* bim out of JERUSALEM; and, according to the 
“* Prophecy of Jeremiah (xxii. 18, 19.), they caft him 
‘“ out of the Gates, and he had burial of an Afs; that 
“‘is, lay upon the ground unburied. Abarbinel 
§* thinks” (continues the Bifhop) ‘‘ he died in the way 
*¢ 19 Babylon; and his Body was Jeft in the Highway, 
‘¢ without any care taken to inter it: but it lay ex- 
“* pofed to the Sun by day, and to the Froft by Night. 
‘* xxxvi. Jerem, 30.” See on 2 Kings xxiv. 6. 

’ The worthy Prelate is certainly right concerning 
the expreflion ‘‘ to fleep with one’s Fathers ;” for that is 
always mentioned as adiftinét thing from the burial of 
any one: as for inftance—‘‘ AHaz sLEPT WITH HIS 
** FATHERS, aud they BURIED him in the City, (even) 
6 on Ferufalem; but they BROUGHT HIM NOT into the 


N SG Sepulchres 
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** him prifoner in fome fally (64)” (be- 
fides that it is a mere fuppofition), does 
not afford fo literal an accomplifhment 

of Jeremiah’s Prophecy as the account 
of Jofephus, becaufe the words “ drawn 
“ and caft forth beyond the Gates of Feru- 
“¢ falem” {eem to imply that Fehoiakimn’s 
death fhould be im Ferufalem (as Jote- 
phus has reprefented it) ; otherwile it - 
could not well be faid that he was 
“* drawn and caf forth BEYOND THE 
“ Gates,” if he did not die WITHIN 
THE GATES. aoa -_ 


This fecond conquett of Jehoiakim 
by Nebuchadnezzar was the fixth Gf 
not the feventh) time that Ferufalem 
was taken by foreign Enemies {ince the 
conditional promife was made to David 
concerning the Eftablifament of his Throne 3 
and the Exaltation of ¥eboiachin, by the 


0 pts a, Part 1 p. 67. 
“Author 
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Authority of the Babylonian Conqueror, 
was the Seventh Reftoration ot ** the Houfe 
“* of David” to the “* Throne of David,” 
after being as often delivered into the 
hands of their Enemies for neglecting 
God’ s Laws; whereby the immediate 
interpofition of DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
in the direction cf Human Affairs is 
ungueftionably demonftrated: But not- 
withftanding thefe exainples both of 
God’s Vengeance and of his Mercy to- 
wards ‘* the Houfe of David,” the young 
bie Feboiachin (65) (alias Feconiah, or 

Coniah) 


(65) 55749 is a name compounded of two — 
par Feboi-achin, or Fehouv-ixin, fignifying Fe- 
hovah will prepare; or, according to fome, ‘* Domini 
“ Preparatio, five Domini Firmitas.”’ (See the Inter- 
pretation of Names in the end of the fixth Volume of 
Bifhop Walton’s Polyglot Bible, p. 30.) A tranfpofi- 
tion of thefe two words (placing the laft firft) forms a’ 
name of the fame import, though of a very different 
found—jpy9- D9, Lchin-Fehov, or Fexin-Fehou : and 
that fuch a tranfpofition of the name was frequently 
ufed is apparent, beeaufe from thence is derived, 4y 
abbreviaticn, another name of this Monarch, by which 

he 
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Coaiah) very foon afterwards fell into 
all the wickednefs of his Fathers, and, 
confequently, was rejected by the Gop 
of Tfrael s for the Monarch was fpeedily 
informed by the Prophet Feremzah, that 
‘God had determined to deliver him up 
into the hands of his Enemies, and into 
the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, whofe face 
he feared (66), though, it feems, he 
| : feared 


he is fometimes mentioned, vig. FJ{~9D2 (1 Chron. 
ii. 16.) “ Fecouiab” (or Icon~-Fab), having the fame 
meaning with both the forementioned names, though 
the learned Pafor, in his Greek Lexicon of the New 
Teftament, renders it ** praparatus a Domino,” which 
is more properly the meaning of Coxiah (YD) or 
Con-Fehov (the name by which the Prophet Jeremiah 
has diftinguifhed the fame Monarch, .in his 22d and 
37th chapters), as %, the charaéteriftical letter of the 
future tenfe, is omitted in the laft-mentioned name. 


(66) «* AsI live, faith the Lord, though Coniah 

“« the Son of Febotakim King of Judah were the Signet 
upon my Right Hand, yet would I pluck thee 
** thence : and I will give thee into the hand of them 
s¢ that feek thy life, and into the hand (of them) whofe 
<6 face thou feareff, even into the hand of Nebuchad- 
‘* rezzar King of Babylon, and into the hand of the 
“* Chaldzans :¥ 
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feared not Gop! for the Text informs 
us that ‘ he did EVIL i the fight of the 
“* Lorp, according to all that his Father 
** had done.” (2 Kings xxiv. 9.) And 
then immediately follows the account : 
of God’s Vengeance againft him !—** At 
Pet ettetine§ (lays the» ’Pext gt the 
«© Servants of Nebuchadnezzar King of 
*‘ Babylon came up againtt Ferujalem, 
and the City was befieged 77 )- ™ 
2 Kings xxiv. 10. 


Wiig: 


** Chaldeans :” &Jc. Jer. xxii. 24—28. This chap- 
ter contains alfo feveral other Prophecies againft the 
Sons and Succeffors of King Jofiah, in the exact order 
of their refpective reigns, juft as the Prophet repeated 
them (after they were fulfilled) in his Remonftrance to 
King Zedekiah and his wicked Court; though, un- 
doubtedly, the Prophet had before declared them in 
due time, whilft each of the faid Monarchs remained 
upon ‘* the Throne of David: but no other account 
remains of thefe particular Prophecies, except in this 
22d chapter, which fhall hereafter be proved (I hope} 
to be only an occafional be of them im the pre- 
fence of Zedekiah. 


(67) The Siege, here mentioned, is erroneouily 
cited by Dean Prideaux in his Connedtions, Part I. 
ee Pp. Ome 


ne al 


e 


very clofe upon ‘the footfteps of this 
King’s Tniquitys for, it Teemiby Babe 
“ reigned in ferufalem” (only) “ three 


“ months”—‘ and ten days.” Compare 
2 Kings xxiv. 8. with 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9. 


i 
an pif - 4 
wand “a a 


_ * And when the year was-expired 
“ King? Nebuchadnezzar «fent and 
ae brought him. to Babylon.” 2, Oiren. 
xxxvi. 10. That i is, Nebuchadnezzar; 
firftof all, fent Ars Servants (viz. his 
Army) againft Jerufalem, who befieged 


p. 67. as atranfaction during the life of Feboiakim ; 
whereas nothing can be more plain than the narrative 
of the Sacred Text, wherein, .after the Hiftorian has 
mentioned the commencement of Fehoiachin’s (alias 
Cenial’ s) reign, and his evil conduét, he proceeds next 
in courfe to this account of the Diwine Vengeance in the 
reth verfe (which Dr. Prideaux has applied to the 
“reign of Jehoiakim) ; and the Sacred Hiftorian, ftill 
conning the account of that Siege in the following 
verfes, informs us, in the 12th verfe, that JEHora- 
cutn (exprefsly by name) King of Fudale avent out ta 
the King of Babylon, he and his Mother, €c. fo that 
there is not the leaft ground for placing the Siege in 
the reign of Jchoiakim, 4 


2 the 


© ‘This Vengeance mutt have Foumaved 
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the City (as I-have already related from. 
the fecond book of Kings) (68): but he 
* re 


(68) Dean Prideaux hoped to have folved the diffi- 
culty occafioned by his cam error (mentioned in the 
preceding Note) by afferting that the Siege in the reign 
of Sehoiachin was only a continuation of the former. 
Siege in the reign of Fehoiakim: for he fays—<‘* After 
‘* Fehoiakim’s death the Servants of Nebuchaduexzar 
“« (that is” (fays he), ‘* his Lieutenants and Gover- 
‘© nors of the Provinces that were under his fubjeétion 
‘in thofe parts) /#/l continued” (fays he) ** to block 
‘© up Ferufalem,” Sc. -Conne&. Partl. p.68. And 
he once more cites for his Authority the very Jame Text 
which he had before applied to the reign of ¥eboiakim; 
and though he adds, alfo, the verfe which follows it 
as a further Authority (wiz. 2-Kings xxiv, 10, 11.), 
yet neither of thefe verfes mention a word about zhe 

 fuppofed continuance of the Siege from the reign of Feboi- 
akim to the end of Fehoiachin’s reign; neither can any 
Juch continuance be reafonably implied therein, toautho- . 
rize fuch an affertion: in fhort, the whole error feems 
to have been occafioned by his adhering to his own 
JL#ppofition before-mentioned, viz. that Jehoiakim was 
* zaken Prifoner in fomeSally (1T MAY BE SUPPOSED),’” 
fays he, ‘* which he made upon them,” Fe. (Conned&. 
Part I. p. 67.) for which he has not the leaf Authority, 
the /uppofition being, on the contrary, directly oppofite 
to the teftimony of Fe/ephus before recited; and con- 
trary alfo to the neceffary accomplithment of Jere- 
qnigh’s Prophecy againit Jehoiakim; which, f hope, 
O has 
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“ vITy from Ferufalem to Babylon (70), 
and thereby afforded to all future 4ami- 
nifirations of national Government an awful 
example of the Divine Vengeance againft 
Kings and Rulers that neglect the eternal 
Laws of Gop! But though Nebuchad- 
nezzar thought it neceflary to depofe 
Febowachin, -as well as his Fatner Feboi- 
akim before him, yet he ftill perfifted in 
maintaining “* the Houfe of David (71)” 
upon ‘‘ the Throne of David,” and accord- 
ingly *‘ made Mattaniab his Father’s 
‘© BrotherKing in his ftead, and changed 
‘‘ his name to Zedekiak (72). ‘This 
Monarch was the third of King Fofiah’s 
Sons (73) that fucceeded him upon she 


(70) 2 Kings xxiv. 15, Ge. 
(71) Ezek. xvii. 13. (72) 2 Kings xxiv. 17. 


(73) By ‘* Hamutal the Daughter of Jeremiah of 
‘¢Libnah.” 2 Kings xxiv. 18. She was alfo the 
Mother of Jehoahaz (or Shallum, as he is called in 
1 Chron. iii, 15. and in Jer. xxii. 11.) the immediate 
Succeffor of Jofiah, who was depofed and carried away 
by Pharaoh-Nechoh. fd, xxiii, 31. - 

: Throne 
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Throne of David, notwithftanding that 
the Nation had been four times conquered 
by foreign Enemies fince Jofiah’s death ! 
But it is ftillk more remarkable, that 
both .thefe foreign Conquerors, Pha- 
raoh-Neco and Nebuchadnezzar, fhould 
not only perfift in {etting up the Princes 
of ‘* the Houfe of David” upon “* the 
<< Throne of David,” but fhould alfo | 
remind them of their indifpenfible ob- 
ligation to maintain the Laws and Reli- 
gion of the Gon of d/rael by putting upon 
them, refpectively, a Memorial of the 
Sacred Name of JEHovaus for I have 
already fhewn, that Pharach-Neco gave 
the name of Fehoi-akim (fignifying 
<< JEHOVAH will eftablifo”) when he fet 
up a Monarch over the peculiar People 
of JEHCVAH; and now again Nebu- 
chadnezzar not only obliged his new 
Vafial to “‘ fwear by Gop (74)”’ that he 

would 


(74) Compare 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. (azz. —** Ne- 
“< buchadnezzar, who had made him /wwear by .God’’) 
_e with 


| ae @ 
and effectually “ efablifbed for ever!” 
This, furely, was far above the kiiow- 
ledge and comprehenfion of a Heathen 
Stranger, unacquainted with the revealed. 
Laws of God! 

-It was alfo the name which, of all 
others, could beft point out #o the Fews 
the only certain method of ** effablifhing 
“© the Throne of David,’ then newly 
reftored (and, indeed, of efabli/bing every 
other Throne to the end of the World) ; 
I mean a ftriét conformity to the eternal — 
Law of Righteoufnefs,—“ THE RicH- 
“‘ TEOUSNESS OF JEHOVAH. ‘There 
was no other method of averting the 


‘< dah fhall be faved, and Ifrael fhall dwell fafely : 
‘* and this is bis name whereby he {hall be called, THE 
‘«LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” (Jer. xxiii. 
Gems) i.e. WPS TM Fehovah-Tfadeens, which 
is the fame name (only tranfpofed) with Zedekiah 
WIV-P TW, or Vadck-Febov, except that the former 
has the {mall addition of the poffeffive particle }}, fig- 
nifying ouR, viz. JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
jnftead. of FHE RiGHTEOUSNESS OF JEHOVAH. 
dreadful 
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dreadful Retribution at that time fully due 
to thé Yewifh Nation! —that impend- 
ing Vengeance and Defolation, of which 
the Conqueror and prefent Reftorer of 
the Kingdom was, himfelf, the appointed 
Executioner in cafe of Difobedience! See 
how the fame means of averting God’s 
Vengeance has been fince fet before us, 
even by THE SAVIOUR OF THE WoRLD 
HIMSELF, as the firft principle of found 
policy :—** Seek ye First the Kingdom 
“ of God and HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, and 
“ all thefe thimgs’ (temporal neceffaries) 
*¢ fhall be added unto you.” Mat. vi. 
33. But Zedekiah paid {o little regard 
to ‘ the Righteoufne/s of fehovah,” and 
proved fo notorioufly unworthy to bear 
that glorious name, that the Prophet fe- 
remiah, was very {oon afterwards, com- 
manded to denounce God’s Vengeance 
againft him, even in the beginning, as 
it feems, of his reign, that is (as the 
Text informs us) ‘‘ after that NeEsu- 

FP “6 CHADREZZAR 
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Prophet repeats a part of the 24th chap- 
ter, relating to the Type of Evd Figs; 
which (as well as the preamble of each) 
proves that thefe.two chapters were de- 
livered about the fame time. The two 
“next chapters (vz. xxx. and xxxi.) feem 


alfo to follow very properly (79). 


Tn the beginning (80) alfo of Zede- 
kiah’s reign the Prophet Feremah de- 
nounced God’s Vengeance againft Elam 
(or Perfia) ; but promifed, at the fame 
time, a future Reftoration. See the 
4gth chapter of Jeremiah, from the 


(79) Lhave before quoted the opinion of Archbifhop 
Uyber, ‘where he fuppofes thefe two chapters might 
erhaps be referred to the date of the 45th chapter; 
but he afterwards, with more certainty, refers them 
to the time of the 2gth chapter (ad A. M. 3406), 
which is agreeable alfo to the opinion of Dr. Lighsfoot 
(Harmony of the Old Tei. p. 159.) 


(80) “* In principio regni Sedekiz, Prophetia de 
‘« Elamitis tim fubigendis tim reftaurandis a Jeremia 
* prolata eft (Jer. xlix. 34, 39.),” ce. Ad A.M. 
3405) p. 125. : 

34th 


[= ©. 
34th verfe (81). Whether the Fudge-_ 
ments againft Ammon, Edom, Damaf- 

us, &c. contained in the former part 
of this chapter were delivered alfo at 
the fame time does not appear: it is ra- 
ther more probable that they were deli- 
vered about the fame time with the 46th 
and 48th chapters, vx. in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim; for which opinion 
I have already quoted the authority of 
the learned Lighifoot.: Some of thefe 
Nations were doomed to temporal Ven- 
geance in the beginning of Yehoiakim’s 
reign. ‘The Prophecy of this Vengeance 
(contained in the 27th chapter of Jere- 
miah) was to be afterwards communi- 
cated to them, by their own Ambaffa- 


(81) The Word of the Lord that came to Jere~ 

‘< miah the Prophet againft Evam in the beginning of 
‘* the reign of ZEDEKIAH King of Fudab, faying, 
«* Thus faith the Lorn of Holts” (Febowah of Armiss) ; 
“* Behold, I will break rhe Bow of Elam,” ce. The 
Perfians were ‘always famous.Archers, as well as eX 
cellent Horfemen. 


‘dors, 


[ Biz0 ml 
“* bim Horfes and much People ;” fo that 


he feems to have entertained a foolifh 
and wicked defire to render himfelf ad- 
folute and independent by means of a 
Standing Army of foreign Mercenaries ; 
for he not only endeavoured to procure 
Horfes from Egypt, but alfo ‘* much 
“< People (83).” Ezek. xvi.15. Andas 
he vainly put his whole truft in a military 
Force, the folemn Oath, which he had fo 
lately taken, was made toyield to his poli 
- tical views, though he had called Gon to 
ewitnefs! So that the perjured Monarch’s 
WILL AND PLEASURE was preferred to 
that RIGHTEOUSNESs in the execution. 
of Covenants and Laws which alone can 
cfablifp the Thrones of Kings (84), and 
of 
(83) ‘¢ Shall he profper? fhall he efcape that doth 

** fuch (things) ?” Ezek. xvii. 15. 


(84) ‘* Take away the wickeED from before the King, f 
** and bis Throne foall be ssTABLISHED IN RIGHTE- 
‘© ousness.” Prov. xxv.5. — ** For the Throne is 
“© ehlablifbed by RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Chap. xvi. a 
66 N 


. yer of 
of which his new name (Zedekiah, or 
Righteoufne/s of “Febovabh) was certainly 
intended to remind him. This wicked 
policy was cenfured in the fevereft terms 
by the Prophet Ezekiel] : —** Shall he 
“* profper 2” (faid the Prophet) ‘* fhall 
“* he efcape that doth fuch (things) ? or 
‘¢ fhall he break the Covenant, and be 
“¢ delivered? As I live, faith the Lorp 


““ Gop, furely in the place (where) 


“the King (dwelleth) that made him 
** King, whofe Oath he defpifed, and 
‘** whofe Covenant he brake, (even) with 
“him, in the midft of Babylon, he 


“In RIGHTEOUSNESS /oalt thou be ESTABLISHED.” 
Tfaiah liv. 14. 

‘© And IN MERCY SHALL THE THRONE BE ESTAB- 
“LISHED, and he foall fit upon it IN TRUTH, ia the 
** Tabernacle of David, judging and feeking Fudgement” 
(or Juftice), * and hafting RiGHTEOUSNESS.” Ifaiah. 
xvi.5. The conftant leffon of the Prophet Jeremiah 
to Zedekiah and the Houfe of David was—‘* Execute 
‘* ye JUDGEMENT and RIGHTEOUSNESS, and deliver 
“© the Spoiled out of the hand of the Opprefor—Do xo 
“ wRONG, do NO VIOLENCE TO THE STRANGER,” 


ee. ' 
Q ‘ thall 


* 
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aly in the reign of Jofiah. Compare 
Jer. 1.15. with xxv. 9. In the former, 
God declares,—** J w7//! call all the Fa- 
“ pulies of the Kingdoms of the North,” 
€§e, and inthe latter, © Behold, J aw7// 
‘© fend and take all the Families of the 
“North, faith the Lord” (thereby 
marking his abfolute direction of them), 


cand Nebuchadrezzar the King of 


‘© Babylon My sERVANT, and will 
‘¢ bring then agamfl this Land,” Se. 


And accordingly, after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had Mrengthened his Empire, by 
redueing to his obedience all the King- 
doms of the Affyrian as well as the Syrian 
Dominion (which latter lay to the North 
of Judwa, and extended quite up to 
symema, the Armenians themfelves being 
no other than Syrvans ; for dram is the 
proper name in Scripture for Syria), he 
compelled the conquered Nations to 
afift bim in reducing others to a tke 

fervile 
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fervile (ubjeion under his own arbitrary 
Will, without perceiving that he and 
they, colleéhively, were but a mere in- 
flrument of Vengeance (86) iv the hands 
of the Lord of Hofls, or God of Armies ! 
for we read in the g4th chapter of Je- 
remiah, that Nebuchadnezzar literally 
fulfilled the former Prophecies by com- 
ing to fipht againtk Jerufalem, with 


(86) ** Aud thas was Nunucnapnnn.nan raifed up 
“by Gad, ty bea scounar” (compare Chin with what 
[have alrewly remarked conecrning Uhat Moniareh in 
pages G7, 68, 83, and By) “vO ALL THE NATIONS 
“anour nim, fur the Punifhment of their Sins, Nn- 
“nucnapneszzan had, indeed, ornre THINDS 
“on ais mean. ‘Phat which he defigned, waa the 
“gentifying his awn Ambitian, und enlarging hin 
* Dominions: but thefe were not the ends which God 
“had to ferve by him. God inade afe of him as nes 
CUNMTRUMENT, 9 win tinvann (for fo he calls 
Chim), for the rendering to the navionn that jufl whe 
 COMPENGK OF VENGKANCKH avhich thelr Sins callal 
*¢ for. 1 mention th fe things the rather becaufe they aro 
““dnftances of God's dealing avith Heathen Nations, avha 
“© avare under no particar Gowcnnnt with God.” Arch 
bifiap Sharp's Sermons, Volt. Serm. 8. intituled, 
“Virtue and Relipion the onny mean (o make a 
" Narton profperous,” p. 209, oth Hdition. - 


o ag 
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akim, becaufe a Prophecy againft the 
latter is recorded in the 18th verfe, viz. 
‘© Therefore” (faid the Prophet, refer- 
ring back to the Offences before-men- 
tioned) ‘‘ thus faith the Lord, CONCERN- 
‘© inc JeHoraxim, the Son of Fofiah, 
“© King of fudab; They fhall not lament 
i for: him, faying, Ab, my Brother!” 
$c. “* He foall be buried with the burial 
<< epeame ie 


But if we carefully examine the whole 
chapter, with reference to the chapter 
which precedes, as well as that which 
follows, it will be found much more 


intelligible, coherent, and {triking, when 


the whole is confidered as one conti- 
nued Addrefs to Zedekiah, reminding 
him of the Judgements denounced (and 
then, indeed, fulfilled) againft his im- 
mediate Predeceflors, exactly according 
to the order of their reigns, and ex- 
prefsly for the fame Offences (viz. Op- 

PRESSION, 


/ 
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PRESSION, and the Negled of Justice 
and Ricut) for which he himfelf, dy 
nante, 1s condemned in the 21ft chap- 
ter. The only difficulty which attends 
this conftruétion is occafioned by the 
Enghith Tranflators having ufed the pre~ 
Sent tenfe, inthe 11th, 18th, and 24th 
verfes (where the preter tenfe would 
certainly have been much more proper) ; 
Pea Thus jath the Lord,” initead 
of “ Thus fad the Lord to, or concern- 
“ing, Feborakim,” €c. which latter 
is the literal conftruction of the original, 
and is always fo exprefied in the inter- 
lineary Latin Verfion of the London 
Polyglot, viz. “* Sic dixit Dominus?” for 
though in many other places it is indif- 
ferent to the fenfe, whether the prefent 
or preter tenfe is ufed, yet in thefe above- 
mentioned it makes a very material dif- 
ference 3 becaufe the Prophet is only re- 
minding Zedekiah of the Prophecies 
which he had before denounced (or, at 

R leaft, 
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tivity by Pharach-Necho 5 and the Bar- 
then of the Prophecy againft him was, 
timat "ve ball return no more,’ &c. See 
the endings of all the three verfes where- 
in he is mentioned, viz. 10, 11, and 
12, which all end with that Burthen. 
Again, it is not likely that Feborakim 
(who is mentioned next in order) was 
then the reigning Prince, becaufe his Son 
and ‘Succeflor fehorachin (alias Conzab, 
or Feconiah) is mentioned in the conti- 
nuance of the fame Declaration,. in a 
much more confpicuous light than Fe- 
hoiakim himfelf, being addreffed in the 
fecond perfon, as if prefent at the time 
of the Denunciation, vz. “ I will give 
‘¢ tHee into the hand of them that feek 
“ THy Life,” Se. ‘ And Twill eat 
“* THEE out,” Sc. 


’ And though Feboiachin, probably, 
was the reigning Prince upon the 
Throne, when this‘ fevere Prophecy 


again{t 
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againft him was jirft of all denounced; 
and alfo though he is exprefsly {poken 
of, in the 28th verfe, as prefent, vz. 
“© This Man Contau ;” yet he was not 
the Prince that fat ‘‘ upon the Throne of 
‘¢ David,’ when Jeremiah repeated (as 
I conceive) thefe feveral Prophecies, men- 
tioned in the 22d chapter; becaufe the 
Prophet, after a moft folemn and alarm- 
ing exclamation (“‘ O Earru, Earrn, 
« Earta, bear the Word of the Lord |”) 
concludes his Meflage with a dreadful 
Sentence againft a Prince whom he alfo 
calls ‘* this Man,” as if prefent (vz. 
“< Write ye THISMAN childlefs”), which 
by no mearis agrees with the cafe either . 
of Feboiakim or Coniab. The former cer- 
tainly «was not childlefs ; for, befides his 
Son Feborachin, or Coniah, it is not im- 
probable but thgt, ‘¢ Danrel and his fel- 
“< Jews” (or, at leaft, fome of them) 
were alfo the Children of oe » 
for they were“ OF THE: KING'S SEED, 


oy 


<° AND 
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“6 Man childlefs,’ ‘could not relate to 
Coniah, nor to any other Prince of the 
Houfe of David, cotemporary with Fe- 
remiab, except ZEDEKIAH ALONE, and 
in him it was, indeed, Uiterally fulfilled ; 
“for “ the King of Babylon flew the Sons 
‘¢ of ZEDEKIAH in RiBLAH before his 
<¢ Flyes” (Jer. xxxix. 6.) : which clearly 
anfwers to the Prophecy, “ Write ye 
“© this Man CHILDLESS (90).” Now, 


s 


as 


(90) Ehave taken the more pains to explain this 
neceflary application of the Prophecy, becaufe, 
amongft the Commentators that have erroneoufly ap- 
plied it to Coxiah, I have to oppofe the weighty au- 
thority of the very learned and worthy Archbifhop of 
Armagh, for whofe teftimony, in general, I have 
the higheft efteem, though here I am obliged to dif- 
fent from him, on account of the fuperior authority of 
the Text. He fays,——‘‘ Contra func’? ({fpeaking of 
JEHoracHin) ‘ feverifimum Dei Fudicium denunciatum 
“*< extat in fine capitis Xxil. Feremic, fententia hac, quaft 
“in atta referenda, domum conclyfum. SCRIBITE VI- 
‘oRUM HUNC LIBERIS CARENTEM, VIRUM NON 
‘* PROSPERATURUM IN DIEBUS SUIS: ‘NAM NON 
‘* PROSPERABITUR DE SEMINE EJUS QUISQUAM 
§* SESSURUS IN SOQLIO DavibDIs, ET DOMINATU- 
‘gus 


L ae7 ] 
as it is manifeft, that the laft verfe of | 
the 22d chapter of Jeremiah was ad- 


drefied 


‘rus AMPLIUS in JuDA. Jer. xxii. 30.” Vide ad 
A. M. 3405, p. 123. This by no means agrees with 
the cafe of Fehoiachin, but is perfeétly anfwerable to 
that of Zedehiah, who was not only rendered childle/s 
by the Sword, but was alfo “ @ man that? did “n 

<< profper in his days ;” for he afterwards lingered out 
amiferable life, purwp and in cHains, at Babylon*® ? 
whereas ehbotachin, who was carried into Captivity 
before him, did, after that time, really ‘“ prosPER 
“¢in HIS Days” for though he had done cail in the 
Sight of the Lord, for which he was removed, as I have 
before remarked, yet the great Searcher of Hearts 
perceived fomething in him worthy of the Divine 
Mercy, asalfo in feveral others that were carried into 
Captivity at the fame time, which was declared very 
foon after the commencement of their punifhment, and 
a mitigation was then promifed by the Prophet Jere- 
miah, under the type of “‘ a Bafket of Good Figs’ (fee 
the 24th chapter): whereas Zedekiah and thofe who 
remained with him were likened to a Bafeet of Evil 
Figs, to which a heavy curfe was annexed, perfeGly 
agreeable to the fevere fentence in chap. xxii. 30. 
which I have applied to Zedekiah, and as perfectly un- 
applicable to Feboiachin. The latter, and thofe that 


* s Moreover’? (fays the Text) * he” (the King of Babylon) 

& pur OUT ZEDEKIAH’s ExeES, and bound him with 
** CHAINS, to carry him toBasyLon.” Jer. xxxix. 7. 

5 were 
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chapter, is nearly a Repetition of the 
Anfwer which the Prophet had before 
returned by Pa/bur and Zephamab, the 
Meffengers fent to him by King Zede- 


(91) Ihave had the fatisfaétion to find (fince I 
wrote the above) that the learned Grotius was alfo of 
the fame opinion, and that he alfo confirms what I 
have fuggefted above, concerning the Repetition of 
former Prophecies in the prefence cf King Zeacéiah ; 
for in his Commentary on the beginning of the 22d 
chapter — ** Hac dicit Dominus’? —he thus exprefies 
himfelf: —‘* Hee pixir” (fays he, preferring the 
preter to the. prefent tenfe) ‘* JsREMtias enim Sedecie 
“© Joquens SIMUL REPETIT QU REGIBUS ANTECE- 
“‘ DENTIBUS, fratri fcilicet ipfius SEDECIA, fratri/que 
‘¢ flio PREDIXERAT, we quid a quod de tam 
6© ravi Dei ultione conquererentur. Annotata ad Vet. 
Teft. Tom. II. p. 207. See alfo Critici Sacri, Tom. IV. 
p-5579- I find alfoy that the Learned and Reverend 
Authors of the Commentary, commonly called 4- 
JSenbly’s Annotation, have objected to this interpretation 
of Grotius (for I fuppofe, by their recital of 42s Hypo- 
thefis, that they mean him, though they have not 
mentioned his name); but yet they have not ad- 
vanced any fufficient arguments to confute his doc- 
trine ; neither have they removed the obvious difficul- 
ties which (if I may judge of Grotius by myfelf) oc- 
cafioned that Hypothefis ; .and therefore I conclude, 
that thefe difficulties cannot, in any other way, be fo 
eafily explained, 


kiab, 


ae 


, ae 


kiab, 


as mentioned in the preceding 


chapter, which will clearly appeet by 


the following collation : 


Part of the Anfwer of the 
Prophet Feremiah, fent 
to King Zedekiah dy 
Paffur and Zephaniah, 
as recorded in the 21ft 
chapter. 


“¢ And touching THE 
* HOUSE OF THE 
Pecthie OF JUDAH, 
** (fay) HEAR YE THE 
** worD oF THE LORD; 
‘*Q HOUSE OF DA- 
*< VID” (the Addrefs to 
the whole Court, inferted in 
the Remonftrance, is here 
omitted, becaufe this was 
a Meflage only to ‘< the 
© Houfeof David”), thus 
<< faith the Lord; EXE- 
Ue FU DG E- 
«© MENT Zz the Morning, 
“Sand DELIVER (him 
“that is) SPOILED 
22 ey iataid oh a Sage gs gg 
*¢ HAND OF THE OP. 
«“PRESSOR” (this ge- 
+ ia term, °° the hand of 

= €° the 


The firft part of the Pro- 
phet Feremiah’s perfo- 
nal Addre/s to King 
Zedekiah, recorded in 
the 22d chapter. 


“HEAR THE 
“WORD OF THE 
“LORD, O KING OF 
aU Dea, oA 'T 
“StL REST UPON 
‘rrr THRONE OF 
‘¢ DAVID, thou, and thy 
“© Servants, and thy People 
“© that enter in by thefe gates; 
© Thus faith the Lord; E:X- 
‘ECUTE ye JUDGE- 
“MENT and Rightcouf- 
¢ nef, AND DELIVER 


“« THE SPOILED OUT 


«OF THE HAND OF 
‘PTHh, OPPRESOOR ; 
“* and dono Wrong, do no 
‘© Violence to the Stranger, 

6 the 
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.- In the roth verfe the Prophet begins 
to recite feveral Preditions with which 


he 


includes all that I have faid of Mammon) is frequently 
mentioned in Scripture as downright Jdolatry : ‘* For 
*< this ye know” (faid the Apoftle Paul to the Ephefians, 
chap. v. 5.), ‘* that no Whoremonger, nor uncleaz per- 
‘« fon, nor COVETOUS MAN, WHO IS AN IDO- 
i yi Ile hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of 
“* Chrift and of God.’ And in the Epiftle to the Co- 
loffians the fame Apoftle warns us againft fome of the 
common Vices which draw down the Wrath of God, 
wiz. ©* Foruication, Uncleannefs, inordinate Affection, 
*< evil Concupifcence, and COVETOUSNESS, which 

SATA 1 TOES AK Cis nests Ye 
Neither is Cowetoufne/s the only Vice that is deemed 
Idolatry—all the other Lufts and carnal Indulgences 
are equally ranked with {dlatry: fo that thofe in- 
confiderate perfons, who yield to any of them, may 
as aptly be faid to ‘* firw2 other Gods,’ as thofe back- 
fliding Profeffors of Chriftianity at PAilippi, whom 
the Apoftle Paul exprefsly charged with this kind of 
Idolatry, viz. ‘* whofe God is their Belly :? — ** For 
“© many walk” (fays he) ** of whom I have told you often, 
“and now tell you, even weeping, (that they are) the 
‘© Enemies of the Crofs of Curist: whofe end (is) 
*< Deftruftion, WHOSE GOD (is their) BELLY, azd 
*< (whofe) Glory (is) ix their Shame, who mind earthly 
“¢ things.” Philip. iii. 18, 19. And the Serazce of 
the 


Leen ry 
he had formetly been charged againtt 


‘Zede- 


the Belly *, is placed in as direct oppofition to the Ser- - 
wice of Chrift, 28 the Service of the Pantheon, or all 
the Heathen Deities could be, for it is as effeCtually rhe 
Service of Devils, as the latter!—“ Whefoever commit- 
eth Sin is the Servant of Sin;” (Jobn viii. 34.) 
and if ‘¢ the Servant of Sin,” then alfo the Servant of 
the Devil; for—‘* He that committeth Sin (faid the fame 
Apoftle) 1s or THe Devin.” (1 John iti, 8.)—And 
though Men are not fo loft to Common Senfe in thefe 
more enlightened Days of Céri/tianity, as perfonally to 
worship. at the Shrines of Demons or Devils, yet they 
ferve the Devil as effectually as ever to the Deftru€ion 
of their own Souls, by yielding to his temptations, 
whether through Mammon or Carnal Luff !——For 
—** Know ye not that the UNRIGHTEOUS /eall NOT 1N- 
* HERIT THE Kinepom OF Gop? 6e xot deceived ; 
** neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters; nor Adulterers, nor 
‘* Effeminate, nor Abufirs of themfelves with Mankind, 
<< nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 
© vilers, nor Extortioners, foall 1NHERIT THE Kinc- 
“pom or Gop.” 1 Cor. vi. g and 10. 

Thus it is clearly demonftrable (I truft) that Man- 
kind may be guilty of Idolairy, and of ferving Devils, 
without paying any perfonal Adoration to their Idols; 
and on this I found my warning not only to Slave- 
dealers and Slave-holders, but alfo to my Countrymen 


* Even the Schifmatieal Teachers of Novel Dottrines are rank 
ed with thofe Idolaters who ‘ ferve their own Belly, and ferve not 
** God.” For they that are fuch sERVE NOT our Lord Jesus 
pe CuristT, dat THEIR OWN BELLY; and by good words and 
S* fair fpeeches deceive the hearts of the fimple.” Rom. xvi. 18. 

T in 
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their Royal Dignity, and were carried 
i away. 


thofe Regions, though they muft take notice that 
their reformation is but half compleat, and confe- 
quently that they are ftill in danger, whilft they per- 
mit individuals to hold in perpetual Bondage * the 
poor African Captives already imported. Now if 
we confider what ‘* multitudes of. men mutt have been 
‘* filled merely in the attempt to take fo many wretch- 
** ed Captives for fale; and again what multitudes, 
““ out of fo large a number, would de, as ufual, in 
‘¢ their paffage to the Weft Indies and America either 
“«* of Grief and Defpair, or by being inhumanly flifled 
‘© in the Holds of Ships; befides the large proportion 
<¢ (nearly one half) that would de of the feafoning, 
*« (as it is called) after their arrival in the planta- 
‘tions ; and Jaftly that all the remainder of this vaff 
“* multitude of 104,100 mijferable human beings will 
<‘ probably be «worz out by hard fervice and oppreffion 
** in the fpace of about 16 years, or lefs, according 
** to the average rate of fome calculations that have 
«< been publifhed. Thefe confiderations, I fay, mutt 
«‘ needs infpire us with indignation and horror even 
«¢ though the evil, at prefent, i ispatea confiderable dif- 
«tance from us.”? See the Appendix to my «¢ Re- 
‘¢ prefentation of the Injuftice and io Ae 
*« dency of Tolerating Slavery, &e.? 

Add to this -firuétion the number of brave Sea- 
men that are annually cut off, either by the Rifing of 


* See the Vengeance of Ged denounced by the Propheig Tfaiab 
and Feremiad againtt the mighty Pabylorian Empire and it’s Mo- 
march, ‘Sw es opencd not the Houfe of. his Prifouers” (Ma. xiv. 
17.), but oppreffed the Captives they had taken, and “ held them 
‘* fa; THEY REFUSED TO LET THEM GO.) Jergly 33: 

the 


Pap 1 
away in chains before him into a flavifh 
Captivity, 


the Negroes * in the Slave Ships, or by peftilential 
diftempers caught from the poor Negroes confined in 
the holds of the faid fhips; add aifo the number of 
free Negroes occafionaliy blown up +, and otherwife 
murdered and deftroyed by the inhuman Commanders 
of thefe Slave-Ships, as well as by the arbitrary Go- 
vernors on the S/ave-Coa/ts t; and likewife the num- 
ber of poor wretches annually fent out by the African 


* 


*¢ A French Slaving Ship having been furprized by.an 
“ infurrcction of the Negroes, who MURDERED MOST PART 
SS of THE CREW, the Mate, finding no poffibility to efeape 
“¢ the like fate, had fet fire to the Powder-room, and blew up 
*€ the Veflel, with upwards of two hundred Slaves on beard.” 
Gazetteer, April 16, 1773. T have heard of many inftances of 
the like difafters happening to Crews of Englifh Slaving Ships 3 
and even one of my own Relations perifhed in the fame cate ful 
Trade, with the whole Ship’s Crew. ‘ 


oF ‘* The Polly, Captain Waifh, a Ship belonging to Mr. 
s¢ Adams, ftruck on the Bar of Bonny this laft year” (the Book 
was printed in 1772), °* and was foon after attacked by the Ne- 
‘* groes. The Captain, finding he could not fave his Ship, fent 
** his Boat’s Crew off, fhut himfelfup in his Cabin, and when 
‘* the King of Bonny andall his People were got on board, to 
“* the amount of fifteen hundred and upwards, fet fire to the Pow- 
‘¢ der; and, Sampfon like, at his death punifhed the treachery 
‘ of his Aflailants.” Treatife upon the Trade from Great Bri- 
tain to Africa, by an African Merchant, Appendix F, p. 34. 
A deplorable Har dnefs of Heart feems to have poffeffed this Afri- 
can Merchant; for it appears, by his manner of relating the 
above Story, that he approved of Captain Walth’s diabolical deed, 
and efteemed i it rather as an aét of Hercifm ! 


$ In the year 1767, Mr. Cute “ burned the Town of An- 
*© namaboe, and killed three or four of the Townfpeople.” Zid. 
Pp 100, . 
i. _ Company 


! 
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Brother SHaLitum (93) in particular, 
as well as the principal caufe of it, 
the Prophet reprefented to him in 
very ftriking terms :—‘“* Weep ye not 
“for the Dead’, (faysy he ameamine 
Jostan), ‘* neither bemoan him (94): 

| ** (but) 


deftruétion of the Human Species which is annually 
eccafioned by this Curfed Trade was to be fully and 
fairly eftimated, it would appear enormous and fhock- 
ing! it would appear that many more unfortunate 
human beings are annually sacriFicep to Mammon, 
in the confequences of that iniquitous trade, than 
were ever offered up by the PAzli/tines and other de- 
luded votaries of Baal, Moloch, Hercules, &c.'! So that 
the HUMAN SACRIFICES offered up to Mammon By the 
British narion are undoubtedly more grateful to 
Saran than thofe of the ancient Heathens, becaufe 
they are more numerous—mcre banefully deftructive 
to the Human Species! How then (if all thefe points 
be confidered) fhall our wretched Slave-dealers and 
Slave-holders perfuade the world and themfelves, that 


“* they have not broken the Covenant and ferved other 
© Gods |”? 


(93) SHALLUM, alias JEHOaHAZ, (See 2 Chron. 
XxxVi. 1.) who was depofed, put in bonds, and carried 
away Captive by PHaraow Necuo into Egypt. 
(Compare 2 Kings xxill. 31, &c.) 

(94) ‘The Prophet here refers to the long mourning 
and lamentations which were continued for many 

i] years 
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te (but) weep fore for him that GortTH 
«* AWAY; for HE SHALL RETURN NO 
“ MORE, NOR SEE HIS NATIVE COUNS 
+ Baycaigs For thus faith the Lord touck- 

“ng SHALLUM the Son of Jostau King 
a ie Fudab, which reigned infead ‘ of 
“ JosrtAuH dis Father, which went forth 
Ma of this place; HE swALU' NOT 
“© RETURN THITHER amy more : but he 
“ foall vie in the place whither they have 
“¢ LED HIM CAPTIVE, and /ball fee this 
‘© Land no more!” And then the Pro- 
phet immediately refers us to the prin- 
cipal Caufes of God’s Severity againft 
the Royal Houfe: “ Wo unto him’? 


years i remembrance of the death of the great and 
good King Josrau, the Father of SHALLUM as well 
as of Zepexran himfelf.—See 2 Chron. xxxv. 25s 

“© And all Fudah and Féerufalem MOURNED for Fofiah, 
‘© and Jeremiah LAMENTED for JosiaH: and all 
*< she finging-men and the finging-women’? (the min- 
ftrells of thofe ancient days) ‘* /pate of Jostan in 
‘6 ¢heir LAMENTAYTICNS TO THIS DAY, and made 
“¢ them AN ORDINANCE IN IsRaEL: and behold they 
S¢ arg qwritten in the LAMENTATIONS.” 


Ww (fays 
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(fays he) ‘‘ that duildeth bis Houfe oy 
‘¢ UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, and his Cham- 
“ bers by wRronc; (that) USETH 
«« HIS NEIGHBOUR’S SERVICE. 
“ WITHOUT WAGES, AND 
« GIVETH HIM NOT FOR HIS: 
«¢ WORK” (a clear defcription of the 
abominable wickednefs of Slavery) ;. 
that faith, I will build me a wide Houfe 
“¢ and large Chambers, and cutteth him out’ 
& Windows ; and (it is) cieled with Ce~ 
dar, and painted with Vermilion.” For: 
the Monarch [but whether SHALLUM 
or JEHOLAKIM Js not clearly declared (95)} 
was more careful, it feems, to: difplay . 

alk 


(95) Commentators in general have fuppofed that 
the Oppreffion and Injuftice ‘of Jeno1axim is here 
referred to by the Prophet; but as SHanuumy alfo, 
“* did Evil in the fight of the Lord,” (2 Kings xxiii. * 
32.) itis not improbable that Jot thefe monarchs 
might have been guilty of Amilar Opprefion, and that” 
the Crime of Shailum might -have been thus repre- 
fented to Fehoiakim, as a warning to him/elf, when 
this prophecy was fir/? of all delivered, foon after Sha/- 
Jum was carried into captivity :. neverthelefs it is only 

introduced: 
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scale 
all the Elegances and Ornaments of 
Architetture and the other polite Arts in 
fumptuous Buildings, &c. than he was 
to maintain the Laws of Equity and 
Natural Right! but the Prophet adds 
—‘‘ SHALT THOU REIGN, becanfe thou 
S¢ clofeft (thyfelf) in Cedar 2 Did not thy 
Father eat and drink, and DO JUDGE- 
MENT aud JusTICcE, (and) THEN (it 
<< was) well with him (96)? He jadged 
** the Caufe of the Poor and Needy : thei 
«* (it was) well (with him: was) 


me. C3 


introduced in this 22d Chapter as a reproach made in 
the prefence of Zedekiah, which, I hope, I have al 
ready proved. : 


(96) But xo Joxgert for as-foon as Fofah had un- 
dertaken an uajuf? war againft Pharaoh Necho (who 
previoufly warned him of the folly atid injuftice of it) 
God gave bimand his people {who were wicked enough 
to concur with him in his unlawful enterprize) into 
the hands of their enemies upon the very frftencoun- 
ter.—See the text at large, ‘* Necho, King of Egypt, 
** came up to fight againft Charchemifh by Euphra- 
“© tes” (then, probably, belonging to the Affyrian 
empire); ‘¢ and Jofiah went out again him. But he” 
AJ 2 (Neche) 
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$ not this to know me? faith the Lord, 
** But thine Eyes and thine Heart are not 
| "but 


(Necho) ‘* fent Ambaffadors to him, faying, What 
** have I to do with thec, thou King of Judah ?—TI come 
© not againft thee this day, but againft the houfe where- 
** with I have war: for God commanded me to make 
‘‘hafte: forbear thee from (meddling with) God, 
‘© who (is) with me, that he deftroy thee not. Ne- 
£6 verthelefs, Jofiah would not turn his face from 
‘* him, but difguifed himfelf thathe might fight with 
«<< him, and hearkened net unto the words of Necho 
‘* from the mouth of Ged, and came ta fight in the 
“* valley of Megiddo. And the archers fhot at King 
« Fofiah : and the King faid to his fervants, Have me 
** away; for lam fore wounded. His fervants there- 
** fore tock him out of that chariot and put him into 
‘« the fecond chariot that he had; and they brought 
iaimieto _Jerufalem, and he died, and was buried in 
‘©one of the fepulchres of his fathers.” 2 Chron, 
XXXV. ZO lO 24. See alfo Efdras i. 25, &c. Tenis 
judgement againft Jofiah for undertaking an unjuf? 
avaris the more remarkable, becaufe Ged had pro-_ 
mifed him (by Huldah the Prophetefs) that he ** ould 
‘* be gathered to bis grave ix peace,” &c. (2 Chron, 
xo a8sbutethe promife was plainly conditional— 
God does not deprive men of their fie evz//—Jofizh 
had it abfolutely in his own powe>, to have availed 
himfelf of the promife by perfifting ix Rightecu/ne/s; 
God did not bring the evil pan him; nothing bur 
his own Royad avill and phafure in commencing an 
anjufe war, againtt which he was even cxprefsly warn~ 


ed! 
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€° but for Covetoufne/s, and for to _fbed iti 
“© nocent Blood, and jor OPPRESSION, 
*° and for VIOLENCE fo do (it). . There- 
<< fore” (that is, for all thefe aggra+ 
vating circumftances of Tyranny) “‘ thus 
“© sarp the Lorp concerning Feboiakine 
° the Son of ‘fofiah King of Fudab” (and 
not thus faith; for the prefent tenfe is 
not proper in this place); ‘* they fbail 
“ nor LAMENT for him, faying, Ab, 
«<< my Brother! or Ab, Sifter! they foall 
“¢ not lament for him, (faying,) Ab, Lord! 
i /). wis Glo oye (according to the 
general Lamentations that had been 


ed! The promife; however, through the mercy of 
God, may neverthelefs be faid to have been fulfilied. 
For when Jofizh was worfted before Necho, the con- 
queror did not purfue his advantage over the wound- 
ed manarch to prevent his. efcape from the field 
of battle, as might naturally have been expected on 
fuch an eer, nor continued the war till more 
than three months afterwards; which circumflance 
may certainly be efteemed providential; fo that Jo- 
fiah was carried to Jerufalem, and may truly be faid 
to have died in peace, furrounded by his friends, and 
was Euried with the moft folemn Royal Fomp in the 
fepulchre of his fathers, : 

made 


» 
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& Land which they know not 2” (for he 
plainly {peaks of their being caff ouf as 
an event already pafis “* wherefore are 
“* they caf out?” Sc.) And if we con- 
fider the queftion as being put to ZEDE- 
KIAH, the then reigning Monarch, it 
contains great feverity: for if Zepg- 
KrAH had confideration enough left to 
reflect “ wherefore Contan and his Seed 
“* avere caft out,” he mutt riecefiarily be 
ftruck with the Juftice of his own 
Condemnation, which the Prophet was 
about to pronounce, with a moft awful 
and alarming introduétion : —— “ O 
“© Barth! Earth! Earth! Hear the 
“ Word of the Lord. Thus faith the 
“© Tord; WRITE YE THIS MAN CHILD- 
“* Less, @ Man (that) /ball not profper in 
“© bis days: for no Man of bis Seed foall 
‘“< profper, SITTING UPON THE THRONE 
“or Davin, and ruling any mere in 
“JUDAH.” 


Had 
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Had Zedekiah been much more aban- 
doned than he really: was, yet thefe 
dreadful Judgements, fo folemnly pro- 
nounced in his own Houfe; or Palace, 
and even before the whole Court, could . 
not well have failed to affe@: him for the 
prefent. The following chapter feems 
likewife to have been delivered at the 
fame time, in the prefence of Zepr- 
KIAH and his whole Court, and was,_ 
probably, a part of the Remonftrance (99): 
for after declaring ‘* Wo” to the wicked 
&* Pastors (100)” (probably meaning 

. the 


~ (99) Though the learned Archbifhop Uther attri- 
‘utes to the 22d Chapter a different date from that 
which I fuppofe to be the true one, and applies the 
fevere fentence at the latter end of it (viz. Write ye 
this Man childifh) to Jeuoiacuin (which I hope I 
have already proved to be applicable to none but Zz- 
DEKIAH), yet he was.convinced that the following 
Chapter was delivered at the fame time with the 22d, 
Hoc tempore fequentis qdoque capitis xxi]. Jerr. 
m1 prophetia edita fuiffe videtur. Ad A. M. 3045. 
P. eee 
(100) ‘* Wo be unto the Pasrors that deftrey ae 
« fcatter the focep of my oe Saithibe Lorn. Therve- 
S* fare 
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feems very clearly to have been ine 
tended. 


“© Behold, the days come, faith the 
*¢ Lorp” (Jenovan) “ that [will raife 
** unto David A RIGHTEOUS BRANCH” 
(whereas the Royal Branch, that had 
juft been condemned in the preceding 
chaptef, was moit uNRIGHTEOUS) ; 
“* and a Kine foall REIGN and PRO- 
*¢ spER 5” (whereas the former wretched 
Kings were pulled down from their 
‘Thrones, and carried into Captivity, 
for the Negle&t of Fufice and Right ; 
but the promifed King) ‘ /bal] ExE- 
“© CUTE JUDGEMENT AND JUSTICE in 
«© the Earth” (which was the conflant 
Leflon (104), indeed, to ZEDEKIAH 

and 

(ro4}, The neceflity of maintaining Justice and 
RIGHTEOUSNESS: ix political Government, as well as 
an prewate /ife, is fo clearly laid down in the Holy 
Scriptures, that one would think it impoffible that fo 
many people, who profefs to believe the revealed word 
ef God, thould neverthelefs fuffer themfelves to be- 

deluded: 
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and his Brothers, Sc. and was as cop 
fiantly by them negketed), In bis days” 
(continues the Prophet) “ Fudah flail 
** be faved, and Trael foall dwell fafely” 
(whereas under Zedekiah their Defola- 
tion was compleated) ; ‘* aud this is bis 


deluded by the fophiftical arguments of thofe unbe- 
Jievers, who affert, that Vices are neceffary to render 
a flate great and flourifhing ; and that political Govern- 
ment cannot well be carried on without fometimes doing 
EVIL that GOOD may come. But thefe notions are fo 
far from being true, that the contrary is clearly de- 
monftrable—‘! Name any nation” (fays an accurat 
and careful obferver of the feveral hiftories of man- 
kind) ‘‘ that was ever remarkable for Justice ; for 
GG ‘TEMPERANCE, and SEVERITY of MANNERS 5 sor 
“ Prery aud Revicion (though it was in a wroug 
“© way) that did not akways thrive and grow great én 
“* the world; and that did not alavays enjoy a plentiful 
“© portion of all thofe things, which are accounted te 

- © make a nation happy and flourifoing. And, on the other 
‘* fide, when that nation has declined from its former 
‘< wirtue, and grown impious and diffelute in manners, 
“< eve appeal to expericnce whether it has not likewife 
“* aLways proportionably Junk in its fuccefs and goad for- . 
** tunes.” Archbifhop Sharp’s: Sermons, 1 Vol. 8th 
Serm. {intitled—*‘ Virtue and Religion the only. Means 
“ t9 make a Nation profperous,’? which was preached 
before the Houfe of Commons, 21 May, 1690.) p, 
209.——9gth Ed. 
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(viz. in the ninth year of Zedekiah) 
that the Monarch fent Meffengers to 


likewifé of the Prophecies in feveral of the following 
Chapters are alfo exactly noted in the text to be dif- 
ferent from the time fuppofed by Grotivs :,as for in- 
fanee—A prior date is exprefsly afigned to the 25th 
Chapter—it being intituled * The word that.came to 
** Feremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the 4th 
*“ yEAR of JEHOLAKIM the fon of Fofiah King of Fu- 
«<< dah, that was THE FIRST YEAR OF NeBpucHaBe- 
“pezzar King of Babylon.” And again, the two 
wext Chapters (viz. the 26th and part of the 27th) 
though softerzor with re{pe& to the order of the Book, 
have exact dates afligued them, which are prior everr 
to. the z4th and 25th Chapters, for they are expsefsly 
declared to have been revealed “* In the beginning of 
<< the reign of Fehoiakim,” &c. The remainder of the 
27th Chapter from the 12th Verfe, which the Prophet 
addrefled to Zedekiah, is as clearly to be attributed to 
the beginning of ZEDEKIAH’S reigu,—becaufe the cir- 
cum ftances related in the following Chapter (the 28th) 
are exprefsly faid to have come ‘‘ fo pa/? THE SAME 
‘year in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah:’” 
and the Letter of Jeremiah to the Captives at Baby- 
ton contained iz the 29h Chapter is as clearly declar- ' 
ed to have been wrote ‘‘ after that [econtan the King, 
“© &e. were departed from Ferufalem,” which was alfo 
“« the beginning of the rciga of ZepeKiaH;” for the 
Letters were fent by Zapex1an’s Meffengers: See- 
the sd Verfe. Se that the laft mentioned fuppofition’ 
of che learned Grotius cannot be true. 


eonfuls 
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confult the Prophet, and thereby occa- 
fioned this public Remonftrance. | 

The War was iramediately carried 
on with Vigour, it feems, in every part 
of the Kingdom (fee the 34th chap- 
ter (106); and after fome confiderable 
progrefs had been made in it, ALL THE 
FENCED CITIES BEING TAKEN except 
THREE (fee the 7th verfe), the Prophet . 
received a further Command from God 
relating to King ZEpDEKIAH, “‘ faying, 
‘* Thus faith the Lorn” (7. ¢. JEHO- 
vAH) “ THEGop oF IsraEL; Go, and 
<¢ [peak to ZEDEKIAH King of Fudah, 
“< and tell him, Thus faith the Lorp; 
“© Bebold, I will ‘give this City into the 


(106) © The word which came unto JEREMIAH from 
‘¢ the Lornp, when NepucHADNEZZAR King of Ba- 
“* Gylon, and au bis army, and au the Kingdoms of 
<< the Earth of his Dominion, and: atu the pecple 
‘“‘FouGHT againft Ferujalem, and againf# ati the 
*¢ Cities thereof.” (Jer. xxiv. i.)—So that a general 
Attack feems to have been made at once in every 
part! 


ae op ee: 


[192 1 
the moft acceptable Sacrifice in the fight 
of a merciful God, and, confequently, 
the moft effectual means to avert the 
NATIONAL DESTRUCTION, which was 
then advancing with dreadful ftrides ! 
And accordingly we find, that he actu- 
ally prevailed (108) upon his Princes 
and People to PROCLAIM LIBERTY 7/0 


(108) The Text informs us, ** thatthe King ZEDE- 
“xian had made a covenant with all the People which 
“were at Ferufalem to PROCLAIM LiBERTY wzxto 
‘* them; that every man foould let his man-fervant, and 
‘every man his maid-fervant, being an Hebrew or He- 
‘* brewe/s, GO FREE; tbat none foould serve bim- 
§¢ elf of them,” (to wit) * of a Few his Brother.” And 
it is probable that this was the Kixg’s own propo/al,- 
(though perhaps at the fuggeftion of the PropHer, 
to fulfil the Law), becaufe in the following verfe it is 
faid, that ALL THE Princes and ALL THE PEOPLE 
HEARD that they foould let their man-fervant, Se. co 
FREE~~fhey OBEYED—and thefe terms hearing and 
obeying feem to imply that neither the Princes nor the 
People were the propofers of the equitable meafure,— 
s¢ Now” (fays the Text) ‘* avben au the Princes and 
‘© aL the People which had entered into the Covenant 
““ HEARD that every one foould let his man-fervant and 
“* every one his maid-/ervant GO FREER, that none foould 
“* ferve themfelves of them any more, then THEY OBEY- 
“ED, and LET THEM GO. Chap. xxxiv. 8 to Io. 


their 
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theiy POOR BRETHREN IN BONDAGE$ 
and this Proclamation of LIBERTY was 
a public A& of the State (109); for 
not only the King, but al/ the Princes, 
and all the People, bound themfelves, in 
a mott folemn covenant, to comply with 
the terms of the Proclamation (110), 
which was alfo agreeable to an ancient 
Ordinance of their Law (111); Now, 
to confirm all that I have hitherto af- 
ferted concerning the principal caufes 
of God’s Anger againft the Jews, my 
Readers are earneftly requefted to re- 
mark, that this material Reformation was 


(109) **Communr Decreto” (fays Grotius 
upon the place) ‘* fratuerat impleri quod lex jubebat, 
*¢ fed Fudaei, non obfervaverant.”? Vide Exod. xxi. 2. - 
Deut. xv. 1B. 


(110) Viz. ‘* That every man fhould let his man- 
‘* fervant, and every man his maid-fervant, being an 
** Hebrew or Hebrewefs, go free,” &c. gth verfe, 


(111) “* And ye fhall hallow the fiftieth year, and 
‘€ PROCLAIM LIBERTY throughout” (all) ** the Land 
<‘ unto ALL THE INHABITANTS thereof 3 it foall be a 
‘¢ Fubilee unto you,” &c. Levit. xxv. 10. 


ACCEPTED 
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“* turn: and brought them INTo suB- 
“* yEcTION for Servants and for Hand- 
“umaids.”\ Jer.-xxxiv. 11.) 0Piegeps 
they thought to excufe themfelves, like 
our modern African Merchants and Ame- 
rican Planters, by pleading THE NECES- 
sivy of tolerating Slavery, and the ex- 
action of imvoluntary Service; viz. that 
the Profit arifing therefrom was neceffary 
for their fuppert; and that Hufbandry 
and other laborious bufinefs could not 
be performed at fo cheap a rate by free 
hired Servants as by Slaves: but whe- 
ther fuch reafons as thefe, or others of 
greater weight, were then alledged, is 
not material ; it is fufficient for the pre- 
fent argument to be certain, that, what- 
ever were their Pretences or Excufes 
for enflaving their Brethren, they did 
only deceive themfelves, and haften the 
Vengeance of Almighty God upon their 
_ own heads; for they were, very foon 
afterwards, delivered up into the hands 


of 


iS 


of their Enemies, the Babylonian Ty- 
rants, under whom their Countrymen, 
that had been carried away in the for- 
mer Captivities, experienced, IN THEIR 
OWN PROPER PERSONS, the deplorable 
condition of SLAVES, being a moft juft 
punifhment for that ryRANNY and uz- 
reafonable VASSALAGE with which they 
fo unlawfully oppreffed their PooR BRE- 
THREN! Such was their Crime (1 mean 
their principal Crime, or at leatt one, of 
thofe Crimes which was mg? abominable 
in the fight of a merciful Gop ; for they 
were, indeed, notorioufly guilty of 
Idolatry, and many other, deteftable 
Crimes befides this) and fuch their reta- 
liated Punifbment, which was inflicted 
exprefsly on that account.—** THERE- 
ot FORE” (aysathe Text; fo that the 
reafon of God’s interpofition is manifeft) 
“* the Word of the LorpD came to feremiah 
<< from the Lorn, faying, Thus faith the 
“¢ Lorp (Jenovan), the Gop of I/rael; 
ZL ‘s T made 


f Meco | 
‘* hold, | PROCLAIM A LIBERTY for 
** you, faith the LoRp” (fignificantly 
marking his deteftation of S/ave-holding 
by an ironical repetition of that oppofite 
meafure (the proclaiming of LIBERTY) 
which they had neglected; and there- 
fore God himfelf pRocLaimED a dif- 


ferent kind of LIBERTY LIBERTY) 
“* to the Sword, to the Peftilence, and to 
“* the Famine: (here isa PROCLAMA- 
TION OF LIBERTY with a vengeance! 
But alas! the hardened Jewifh S/ave- 
holders, like Enghj/hmen -now-a-days, 
were to0 wicked to take warning.) ‘‘And 
“ T will, make you” (faith the Lord) 
“* to be removed into all the Kingdoms of 
“© the Earth” (that is, to be led away 
into Captivity by their Enemies: sLa- 
VERY being a-very juft as well as com- 
mon punifhment for ryRaNnts). ‘dnd 
“© I will give the men that have tranj- 


ce 7 . 
grefed my Covenant, which have not 


<< performed the Words of the Covenant 
“ avhich 
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* which they had made before me, when 
“<-they cut the Calf in twain, and paffed 
“¢ between the Parts thereof (115), the 
© Princes of “fudab, and the Princes of 
$6 Ferufalem, the Eunuchs, and the Priefts, 


(115) For in making the Covenant before God in 
the Temple to proclaim Liberty, as mentioned in the 
1sth verfe, they divided the victim in two parts, and 
pafled between the parts in imitation of the folemn 
Covenant which God made with 4éraham, when a 
fmoaking furnace, and a lamp of fire, pafled between 
the pieces of the divided Heifer, She Goat, &c. as men- 
tionedin Gen. xv. 9 to 17, fignifying, fays Vatablus, 
—‘‘ that they wifh to be put to death as this Calf was 
“* cut afunder, if they break the Covenant.”—In federe 
pangendo dividebant vitulum, et per medium tranfi- 
bant, fignificantes fe optare emori ut ille vitulus erat 
cefus fi fedus frangerent. Crit. Sac. Tom. 4. 5640. 
—‘‘ Nam fignificabat” (fays Munfter) “ ritus ille ut, 
‘* fi quis dolo malo difceffiffet a pollicitis, illum quo- 
“¢ que fecaret Dominus et occideret horrendé.” Crit. 
Sac. 5639.—And Clarius‘gives a part of the words 
ufed on thofe occafions, ‘* Ordo orationis” (fays he) 
“eft, Dabo vires qui prevaricantur fedus meum, ficut 
“¢ vitulum quem conciderunt,” &c. In Templo enim im- 
mojarant ritu celeberrimo divifo vitulo per cujus partes 
utringue oppofitas incedebant, fimulque jurabant et 
fe devovabant ut eveniret ipfis ficut vitulo fi fedus 
rumperent. Dicit ergo—-Dabo vos ficut vitulum il- 
lum, &c. 
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broke the folemn Covenant of pro- 
CLAIMING LIBERTY; but Gops VENn- 
GEANCE kept pace with the Oppreffiou 
of the unrepenting Tyrants!). ** Be- 
“< hold, I WILL COMMAND, SAITH 
“ rue Lorp, and CAUSE THEM TO 
‘* RETURN TO THIS CITY” (a remark- 
able inftance of God’s over-ruling Pro- 
vidence in the World! ‘The haughty, 
felf-willed, Babylonian Monarch and 
his Men of War perceived not that they 
were mere inftruments in the hands of 
God !), “‘ and they foall fight againft it, 
“ and take it, and burn it with fire: and 
‘ TWILL MAKE the Cities of Ffudab a 
© Defolation without an Inhabitant.” 
Jer. xxxiv. 


n 
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There is no order of time orefemed 
in the Collection of Jeremiah’s Prophe- 
cies, as I have already remarked ; for 
the two next chapters (vz. the 35th 
and 36th) contain Prophecies which 

‘ were 
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“were Bes feveral years before, in 
the reign of Jehoiakim ; but the 37th 
chapter relates to the fame time exattly 
as the 34th. chapter laft quoted, viz. 
the times when ‘“* Pharaoh’s Army was 
“ come forth out of Egypt” (xxxvil. 
5.), which occafioned the departure 
(for the prefent) of the Chaldeans, 
And it was, probably, in the interval 
between thefe two circumftances (vis. 
after Pharaoh was come forth from 
Egypt, and was advancing, but defore 
the Chaldeans feft the Siege on that 
account) that Zedekiah fent two Mef- 
fengers to the Prophet (who-was then 
at liberty, as the ath verfe exprefsly de- 
clares) to defire ins Prayers "=< OP rag 
“Snow unto the Lord our God Jam ties 
but the Prophet’s Anfwer on that occa- 
fion was not returned till the Chaldeans 
departed from Jerufalem, as mentioned 
in the sth verfe (and probably alfo not 
till after the Covenant about Liberty 
, Aa “was 
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“© People, that ye have put me in Pri- 
“* fon( 119)? Where (are) now your Pro- 
“* phets, which propheied unto you, fay- 
“ ing, The King of Babylon foall not 
“< come againfi you, nor againfi this 
“ Land(120)? Therefore hear now, I 
= pray thee, O my Lord the King: let 
< my fupplication, I pray thee, be ac- 
“* cepted before thee; that thou caufe me 
“* not to return te the Houfe of fonathan 
“* the Scribe, left I die there” And it 
appears that Zedekiah (notwithitanding 
his general wickednefs) yet had no per- 
fonal pique againft the Prophet, but was 


{119) This fhews that /pealing Truth, be it ever 
fo fevere, {provided it is not fpoken for the fake 
of mere abufe, but for the purpofes of warning and 
amendment) ought not to be efteemed an Offence, for 
fasely no truths can ever be more harfh or fevere than 
thofe uttered by Jeremiah againft the Court of Zede- 
kiah ! 


(120) For thefe Evil Counfellors, it feems, like 
true implements of the Devil, attempted by their 
falfe intelligence from time to time to make the King 
firm in his bad meafures and wicked policy. 


well 
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well inclined to grant his Petition, as 
alfo a daily allowance of.Bread, as long 
as any could be procured (1 att) 


And when the Princes advifed Zede- 
kiah to put Jeremiah to death, becaufe 
he publicly exhorted a// the People to go 
over to the Enemy (122), it appears, | 


{1214) “Then” (fays the Text) “¢ Zedekiah the King 
** commanded that they fhould commit Jeremiah into 
** the Court of the prifon, and that they fhould give 
** him daily a piece of bread cut of the Bakers Street, 
“¢ until all the Bread in the City were fpent.” 


(122) Which would have been ¢rea/oz to the fate, 
and a high crime, had not the Kingdom been aétually 
condemned by the word of God, viz. ‘* Tbus fatth the 
“« Lord ; He that remaineth in this City fhall die by 
*¢ the Sword, by the Famine, and hy the Peftilence: 
“* but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans foall live; 
*< for he fhall have his life for a prey, and fhall live. 
“« Thus faith the Lord; This City thall furely be given 
** gnto the hand of the King of Babylon’s army, which 
 thalt take it. Nerefore the es, faid unto the 
“ King, We befeech thee let this man be put to death : 
<< for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war 
“* that remain in this City, and the hands of aff the 
<* people, in fpeaking fuch aords unto them: for this 
«« man feeketh not the welfare of this people, but the 
hurt,” &c, Chap. xxxviii. 2 to 4. d 
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' Thefe cireumftances, and feveral 
others, will be found in the 38th chap- 
ter (126); but we muft go back to the 
32d chapter for.the continuation of the 
Hiftory, which we there find advanced 
to the tenth year of Zedekiah’s reign, 
the Siege being ftill carried on, and 
Jeremiah ftill fhut up im the Court of 


(126) —<** If thon wilt affuredly go forth unto the 
*« King of Babylon’s Princes, then thy foul fhall live, 
¢ and this City fhall be burned with fire; and thou 
** fhalt live and thine houfe. But if thou wilt not 
*‘ go forth to the King of Babylon’s Princes, then 
s¢ fhall this City be given into the hand of the Chal- 
«¢ deans, and they fhall burn it with fire, and thou 
s¢ fhale not efcape out of theirhand. And Zedekiah 
*¢ the King faid unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the 
*¢ Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, left they de- 
“© liver me into their hand, and they mock me. 
#¢ But Jeremiah faid, They thall not deliver (thee). 
© Obey, Lf befeech thee, the voice of the Lorv which I 
¢ fpeak unto thee: fo it fhall be well unto thee, and 
€¢ thy foul fhall live,” &c. Chap. xxxviit. ver. 17 to 20. 
The remainder of the chapter contains a further de- 
fcription of the judgements that were to take place in 
cafe he refnfed to accept of the alternative above men- 
tioned ; as alfoan account of Zedekiah’s expedient 
for concealing what had paffed between him and Je- 
remiah from the Princes, 


the 
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the Prifon. In the 3d, ath, and sth 
verfes we find a repetition‘of fome cir- 
cumftances of the dreadful Vengeance 
before denounced againft Zedekiah ; but 
they are not mentioned in that place as 
‘being then repeated by the Prophet, but 
only as having been the caufe of his Con- 
finement. From the 6th to the 16th 
verfe is related—the remarkable Pro- 
phecy concerning the Repofleffion of 
“Houfes, Fields, and Vineyards after the 
Captivity ; in token of which the Pro- 
phet’s Kinfman, Hanameel, was pro- 
videntially fent to tender to him the 
purchafe of a Field in Anathoth, to 
which he was next Heir. From the 
17th to the 25th verfe of this chapter is 
contained—the Prophet’s Prayer on that 
occafion, wherein he moft folemnly de- 
{cribes the Mercy, as well as the Ven- 
geance, of Gop, then dreadfully ap- 
proaching !—“* 44 Lord God! Behold, 
** thou baft made the Heaven and the 

Bb “« Earth 
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Jerufalem being then begun, which 
was not to ceafe till the whole was laid 
defolate!), “‘ and haf brought thy People 
** Hrael out of the Land of Egypt with 
*¢ Sions and with Wonders, and with a 
“s firong Hand, and with a firetched-out 
“Arm, and with great Terror (131), 

“ ane 


(131) For that wonderful example of Gop’s VEen- 
GEANCE againft Tyranny, and of lis Mercy 1n 
REDEEMING a Nation from SuavERY, was of all 
others the moft eminent, and, confequently, the of- 
teneft repeated in Scripture (as in this place), "till the 
accomplifhment of the much more glorious redemption 
from SPIRITUAL SLAVERY, the BONDAGE of the De- 
wil *, (of which the former was only a Type;) when 
the Son of God invited all mankind to the FrEEpom 
of the GosPEL,—to the True Knowledge of the Law 
of Lisertry for the regulation of their behaviour to- 
wards each other; giving them power *‘ to become the 
‘* fons of God +;” and to partake even of the Divine 


* ¢¢ Forafmuch then as the Children are Partakers of Aefh and 
‘* blood, he,’’ (that is, Chrift) ‘* alfo himfelf, likewife took part 
“* of the fame; that through Death he might deftroy him that 
‘s had the powerof death,” (that is, the Devil,) ‘and deliver them 
‘* who through fear of death were all their lifetime fubje& to 
*< Bondage.” Heb. ii. 14, 15.—“ I beheld Sutan as Lightning fall 
** from Heaven.” Lukex. 18. 


$+ John i, ra, 
: ; ' Nature 
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“© and haft given them this Land, which 
“ thou didft fwear to their Fathers to give 
‘“¢ them, a Land flowing with Milk and 
‘« Honey; and they came in and poffefed 
“< it; bui they obeyed net thy Voice, nei- 
“< ther WALKED IN THY LAW: ‘hey 


Nature t by the Gift of the Holy Ghoft §, which is 
abfolutely promifed to all that fincerely afk || it in 
Chrift’s name *. 


t «© Through the knowledge of him that hath called us 
** to Glory and Virtue : whereby are given unto us exceeeding 
‘* great and precious promifes ; that by thefe ye might be par- 
“ TAKERS of the Divine NATuRE, having efcaped the Cor 
‘© ruption that is in the world through Luft.” 2 Peter i. 3, 4- 


§ ‘© For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
“© Sons of God. For ye have not received the Spirit of Bondage 
“* again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
“¢ whereby we cry—Abba—Father,” &c. Rom. viii. 14, 15. 
“© Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, and that the Spi- 
“© rit of God dwelleth in you ? If any man defile the Temple of 
‘6 God, him fhall God deftroy : for the Temple of God is Holy, 
© which” (Temple) ‘* ye are.” 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 


| ** A/k and it tall be given you,” &c. Matt. vii. 7. Mark xi. 
ag. Luke xi. 9. John xv. 7. : ; 


* <¢ Whatfoever ye fhall afk 1n My NAME” (faid our Lord 
Jesus) “ in my Name, that will Ido, that the Father may be 
“« glorified in the Son. If ye fhall afk any thing IN MY NAME, 
“ Twill do it,” &c. John xiv. 13, &e.—** How much more fhall 
s* your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ale 
*¢ him.” Luke xi. 13. 

4 “ have 
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the {cripture phrafe) of JUDGEMENT 
and RIGHTEOUSNESS, which drew 
down Gop’s VENGEANCE upon them! 
This was apparently THE PRINCIPAL 
cause (let Britain therefore tremble 
for her notorious national corruption and 
opprefions) OF THAT HORRID MISERY 
WHICH REIGNED IN JERUSALEM 
DURING THE BABYLONIAN | SIEGE. 
—** They that cid feed delicately are de- 
‘¢ folate in. tbe fireets! they that were 
“* brought up in fcarlet embrace dunghills |” 
Lam. iv. 5. and again, “‘ They that be flan 
“¢ auth the fword are better than” (they 
that be) ‘‘ SLAIN WITH HUNGER ; for 
“< thefe pine away STRICKEN THROUGH 
“< for” (want of) “* the fruits of the field. 
*« The hands of the pitiful” (or rather of 
the affectionate or tender hearted) “* qwo- 
** men have SODDEN” (that is, BOILED, 
for want of other food) “their own Chil- 
“6 dren, THEY WERE THEIR MEAT 772 

«<< the 
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“¢ the Defiruction of the Daughter of my 
SSmcople.”\\" Ibid. ver. g, 102 


A moré deplorable ftate of wretched- 
nefS cannot be defcribed ! Thefe mife- 
ries increafed till the 11th year of Ze- 
dekiah, when (as we read in the 39th 
chapter) ‘* the City was broken up (132) $ 
and then was the DREADFUL VEN- 
GEANCE, fo repeatedly denounced by 
the Prophet againft Zedekiab, ready’ to 
burft on the Head of that wicked Prince, 


{132) And it came to pafs, that when Zedekiah the 
‘© King of Judah faw them” (thatis, the Prizces of Ba- 
bylon, who fat in the Middle Gate, after the crry was 
BROKEN UP. See ch. xxxix. 2, 3.) ‘* and all the men 
** of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the 
** city by night, by the way of the King’s Garden, by 
«phe gate between the two walls: and he went out 
*« the way of the plain. But the Chaldeans army 
<< purfued after them, -and overtook Zedekiah in the 
«¢ plains of Jericho: and when they had taken him ' 
*«they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar King of 
‘¢ Babylon to Ripian in the Land of Hamatn, 
“¢ where he gave Judgement upon him.” Ch. xxxix, 
4, 5. Compare this with the Note in page 48. 


ec who, 
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Babylon, telling them from God, “ J 
‘¢ qyj// BRING HIM TO BaBYLon, 
‘* the Land of the Chaldeans ; yet foall he 
“© nor sEEIT, though he fhall die there!” 
Ezek. xii.13. Now to complete this 
tremendous Example of God’s Judge- 
ment againtt the .Toleration of Slavery, i 
muft add, that the King. of Babylon 
SLEW ALL THE NOBLES OF JUDAH, 
that is, ALL that were taken at that 
time; and having put out Zedekiah’s 
Eyes, as before-méntioned, he bound 
him (Slave-Ike) with Chains, to carry 
him: to Babylon, where he and the 
remainder of the Jewifh Captives (the 
former SLAVE-HOLDERS, whofe op- 
PRESSION he had unjuftly tolerated) 
became (according to the phrafe of our 
modern S/ave-holders) the PRIVATE 
property .of the Babylonian Tyrant 
and his Soldiers! “* They took the young 
* Men tG srind, and the Children fell 

*¢ under 
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“© under the Wood (136)”—under the 
heavy burthens of their Basytonian 
SLAVE-HOLDERS. But, what is ftul 
more remarkable, the Poor of the People 
(who were, probably, the Bondmen and 
Bondwomen, whofe Caufe God had 
avenged by ‘thefe heavy Judgements) 
‘were left at home to pofiefs the Lands 
and Vineyards of their former tyrannical 
Mafters ; for ** NEBUZARADAN) fhe 


(136) Lam. v.13. In the fame chapter the mife- 
ries of a foreign JurifdiGtion are firongly delineated, 
—‘** Our, Inheritance ts turned TO STRANGERS, our 
** Houfesto Aliens. W'e are Orphans and Fatherle/s, our 
“* Mothers aréas Widows, We have drunken our Water 
<¢ for Money ; our Wood is fold unto us. Our NECKS 

“© ARE UNDER’ PERSECUTION; ‘WE, LABOUR-AND 
‘| HAVE NOREST, &c, Ajuft recompence fer sLave- 
oy and again,“ Servants” (or Slavés) 
6* hawe ruled over us, &e.— They ravifbed the Women 
‘<< in Sion, aud the Maids in the cities of Judah! 

«PRINCES are hanged by their hand: the faces of Elders 
‘< avere not honoured, ‘THEY TOOK. THE YOUNG MEN 
Fat: GRIND, AND THE CHILDREN FELL UNDER 
‘© pHE woop,” &c. Sach a Retaliation of Tyranny 
muft every nation expect that promotes and toleratés 

- Slaver} and Opprefion / Nothing but fevere Repen- 
tance and Amendment can prevent it: O that my 
countrymen would confider this! 


oo 6< C aptain 


by the King of Affyria (138) ; andthe 
Affyrian Power afterwards devolved to 
Nebuchadnezzar in the Commencement 
of -the Babyloniaiy Empire, who had 
alfo himielf, thrice before this laft 


** the Lord brought upon them the Captains of 
“‘the Heft of the King ef Affyria, which took 
‘¢ Manaffeh among the Thorns, and bound him with 
*« fetters, and carried him to Babylon.” 2z Chron. 
MXM. LO, Ils 


(138) According to Bifhop Uther this King of Af- 
fyria was Efarhaddon, who (as he relates) annexed the 
dominion of Juda to the Imperial Crown of Affyria, 
and carried King Manaffeh to Babylon; but, upon 
his repentance, mercifully reftored him to his Royal 
Dignity, though he was ftill to remain fubjeét to the 
‘Smperial Jurifdi€ion of Affyria: and afterwards, 
when the whole Affyrian Power develved to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, in the commencement of the Babylonian 
Empire, Jehoiakim King of Judah, became his fer- 
vant three years, and then turned and rebelled againft 
him*; but the kingdom being again conquered a few 
years _ in the reign of his Son Jehoiachin, the 
King of Babylon carried the latter into captivity, and 
made Zedekiah King in his room, who alio rebelled 
both againft Ged and the King of Babylon, and 
thereby wilfully drew down thofe heavy judgements 
upon himfelf aud the kingdom! 


* 2 Kings xaiv. 4. : 


War, 
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Warp conquered Fudea; and Zedehiah, 
the faft Monarch before the Captivity, 
reighed expre/sly.by his APPOINTMENT, fo 
that his wilful rebellion clearly juitified 
the Babylonian Invafion; and add to 
this, that the Affyrians (139) and Ba- 
bylonians (140) were, in a very extra- 
ordinary manner, preordained and au- 
thorized by Almighty God to punifh 
the crying wickednefs of the Lfraelites 
and Jews; which furely may be allede- 
ed as a further juftification of the con- 


(139) ‘¢ O Affyria! the rod of mine anger, and the 
‘taff in their hand is mine. indignation. - I will 
*¢ fend him againft a hypocritical Nation, and again& 
the people of my wrath will I give him a charge 
to take the fpoil, and to take the prey, and to tread 
‘¢ them down like the mire of the flreets. Howbeit, he 
“© meaneth not fo, neither doth his heart think fo, 
but (7 zs) in his heart to deftroy, and cut of nations 
“oo aew; e&c. Ifaiah x. 6,7. 

(140): ** And now I have given all thefe lands into 
*« the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon, 
my fervant, &c.—and aLL NATIONS fhall serve 
him, and his Son’s Son, until the very time of his 
Land come: and then many nations and great kings 
*< fhallseRVE THEMSELVES of him,” &c. Jer. xxvii. 
6, 7.—Here is a manifeft inftance of National Retri- 
Sution in kind | “ 
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(or enflaved) ‘“ THE INHABITANTS 
“* tke avaliant (man). Aud my hand hath 
“< found as a neft the RICHES OF THE 
* PEOPLE: and “as one gathereth Eggs 
“¢ (that are) left, have I gathered all the 
«© Earth, and there was none that MOVED 
‘¢ THE WING, or opened the mouth, or 
** peeped.—Shall the Ax boaf itfelf againft 
“* him that beweth therewith 2 (or) foall 
‘ the saw magnify wfelf agaimft him that 
“ foaketh it?” (Thus God afferts the 
‘adtual guidance of his Providence in 
human Tranfactions, by reprefenting 
the haughty unbelieving Monarchs. of 
Affria as mere woRK Toots in his 
hands), “‘ as if the rod fhould foake (atfelf ) 
“© againfl them that lift it up, (or) as if the 
‘“* flaf foould lift up (atfelf as if it were) 
‘s 0 wood. Therefore foall the Lord, 
‘© the Lorp or Hosts” (or ARMIES, 
Jehovah Tfabaouth) “‘ fend among bis 
‘6 fat ones leannefe, pa under bis Glory 
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* he foall kindle a burning like the burne 
*< ing of afire,” &c, Chap. x. 12—16. 


And after encouraging the remnant 
of Ifrael to ** flay upon the Lord, the 
“* Holy one of Ifrael, in truth,” by a pto- 
mife “‘ THAT THE CONSUMPTION DE- 
** CREED (141) /hall OVERFLOW with 

' ‘¢ RIGH- 


s 


(141) That is—Decreep on account of the Na- 
tional Injuftice and Tyranny defcribed in the 1ft verfe 
‘of the fame chapter, viz. ‘‘ Wo unto ‘them that vE- 
$© CREE UNRIGHTEOUS DECREES,” (i.e. make 
Laws that are contrary to Natural Right and Fuftice) * 
‘© and THAT WRITE GRIEVOUSNESS, WHICH THEY 
$* HAVE PRESCRIBED: fo turn afide the needy from 
‘© Fudgement, and to take away the right from the poor 
<< of my people, that Widows may be their prey, and 
< that they may rob the fatherlefs! And what will ye 
‘¢ do IN THE DAY OF VISITATION, AND IN THE 
*© DESOLATION (which) sHALL come FROM far?” 
&c.—which was manifeftly, ‘* THE CONSUMPTION 
So DHEREED.” eC. 


* Laws like thofe whereby the AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE is 
promoted and encouraged, or like thofe whereby MARRIAGE is 
“refrained; like thofe alfo which tolerate the Oppreffion of the poor 
Colliers, Salters, and Mixers in Scotland; or like thofe diabolical 
PEEREES of UNRIGHTEOUSNESS and GRIEVOUSNESS, 
which 


o 
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“< RIGHTEOUSNES;” (for the promifes 
of bleffings and forgivenefs are generally 
blended with the denunciations of God’s 
Judgements, in order to encourage Re- 
pentance and Reliance on God) the 
Prophet comforts the Sufferers under 
the prefent Affliction with an affurance 
that it fhall not be of long continuance. 
“ Therefore thus faith the Lord God of 
“© Hots, O my People, that dwelle? in 
“© Zion, be not afraid of the -Affyrian: he 
<¢ foall {mite thee with a Rod, and feall 
s* iift up bis Staff again thee, after the 
“< manner of Egypt” (thatis, by holding 
them in A SEVERE BONDAGE, as the 

(142) In via Egypt VE 773) ‘¢ Hebra- 
cs umus, pro more, ritu Agyptiorum. Eo modo quo 
‘* affixerunt te AEgyptii, fic te affligent Aftyrii.” 
—Vatablus. [‘* Cadet ille quidem te baculo, fuaque 
“¢ virga petet /Egyptiaco more]—ut olim Pharao.” 


Caftalio.—* Sicut olim in Agypto ferwierunt, et ab 
‘© ea tandem /erviture liberati.’’ Clarius. Crit. Sac. 


which fome of our American affemblies have wickedly PRE- 

SCRIBED againft their poor Negro Slaves, many of which I 

have particularly pointed out in my Reprefentation againft Sla- 

very. pages 49 to 73. _ 
oO 

2 Egyptians 
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Egyptians had formerly done (142): 
“¢ for yet a very little while?’ ({aid the 
Prophet) ‘* aud THE INDIGNATION 
“¢ fall ceafe, and MINE ANGER IN 
“ pHEIR pDesTRUCTION. ,And the 
Lord of Hofts foall fir up A scouRGE 
<¢ for hin? (viz. the Aflyrian) ‘* accord- 
“ ing to the Slaughter of Midian at the 
“© Rock of Oreb” (viz. by the Militia of 
Ifrael under Gideon): “‘ and (as) bis 
“¢ Rod (was) upon the Sea, fo fball he lift 
Te uD after the manner of Egypt (143). 
© And it foall come to pafs in that day, 
‘ (that) is BURDEN /hall be taken away 
<< PROM OFF THY SHOULDER, and his 
“ YoKE from off thy Neck, and the YowE 
<¢ fhall be DESTROYED becaufe of the an- 
‘* ointing.” &c. Again, in the 14th 
chapter, a fimilar Prophecy is delivered 
againft Affyria: —*‘* I will break the 
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(143) Sicut, inquit, olim aquis Rubri Maris 
“Egy ptios proftravi fola baculi elevatione per Mofen, 
&¢. Clarius, Crit. Sac. “ 


6° Affyrian. 
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&© Afyrian in my Land, and upon my 
“© Mountains tread him under foot’? And 
then he immediately alludes to the cruel 
Bondage and Oppreffion which drew down 
the VENGEANCE or Gop upon the Af 
fyrian : —* Then,” faid the Prophet, 
‘6 foall his oe depart from, off them, 
*¢ and his BURTHEN depart from off their 


“© Shoulders (144). This (is) the purpofe 
** \(that 


(144) This Venceance came upon the 4fprians, 
not all at once, but at feveral different periods, that 
they might have warning and opportunity to repent! 
One remarkable inftance of it is fully recorded in 
fcripture, I mean that fupernatural deftru@tion of the 
greateft part of their army in one night after Sezna- 
eherib had blafphemed God by his Captains, and pre- 
fumptuoufly propofed to carry away the Inhabitants 
of Jerufalem 1nTO caprTivity: for that was ex- 
prefsly his purpofe as fignified: by Rabfhakah——= 
‘Ss MAKE AN ACREEMENT WITH ME BY A PRESENT, 
“© and come out to me dnd eat, &c. until I come and 
“6 TAKE YOU AWAY-t0 a Laud like your own Land,” 
&c, at another time Pharaoh Necho was charged with 
the execution of Gop’s VENGEANCE againft them. 
{Compare z Kings xxiii. 29. with 2 Chron. xxxv. 
21, &c.) After which time we hear no more of the 
Ass¥R1AN OPPRESsoR, (that Monarchy being foon 

after 
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ee tnat is) purpofed upon the whole Earth ; 
« and this (is) the hand (that is) frretched 
“* out upon all the Nations.” &c. Chap. 
Bai 2 5, 20. . 


This feems to be a Bl ovaioin that 
Gop’s VENGEANCE againft AssyRIa 
for TYRANNY and OPPRESSION (e729) 
fhould be a ftanding Example and Pre- 
cedent for the Judgement of all other 
Nations, but more efpecially of the Na- 
tions bordering on ‘fudea, becaufe there 


after fwallowed up in the BanyLonian TYRANNY) 
fo that his yoxe of courle departed FROM oFF the- 
Nations be had EXSLAVED, ‘‘ aud bis BURTHEN from 
“* of their fooulders,” agreeable to the prophefy a- 
bove. 


(145) ** Wo to thee that /oz/ef, and thou waft not” 
“< foiled; and dealekt treacheroufly, and they dealt not 
© treachercufly with thee: when thou fhalt ceafe to 
‘¢ fpoil, thou fhalt be /poiled ; (and) when thou fhalt 
‘¢ make an end to deal treacheroufly, they fhall deal 
“¢ treacheroufly with thee!” Ifaiah xxxiii. 1. Here the 
Law of Retribution is clearly laid down. Commen- 
tators have generally underftood this to be denounced 
againtt Affyria. 
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What RECOMPENCE can ye make for. . 
fuch an- abominable affront to the Cre- 
ator of Mankind as your .deteftable 
Traffic in Slaves! Cannot you be con- 
tent with a Jawful and fair Trade in 
Gold-duft, Ivory, Gums, Wax, ce. Se. 
which the African Coaft will afford in 
abundance, but you mutt ¢raffic in the 
BODIES of the poor wretched Inhabitants, 
to {apport your, Luxuries, like thofe 
who gave a Boy fora HARLOT, and a 
GIRL for WINE! Are you a jot more 
righteous, who barter MEN, WOMEN, 
and CHILDREN, by hundreds together, 
for suGAR and Rum! Is this your RE- 
COMPENCE to God for all his Mercies? 
Repent in time, left God fhould return 
your RECOMPENCE upon your own 
heads; for'he has declared in this fame 
Text}—** If ye RECOMPENSE me” (that 
38s, In fuch an wamerciful manner), 
“* fuvifily (and) fpeedily will £ return 
“* YOUR RECOMPENCE UPON YOUR OWN. 
wie aD. 


fer } 
“ weap; &c. And inthe next verfe — 
but one, the Prophet marks the SLave- 
TRADE of Tyre and Zidon as one of the 
principal caufes of his VENGEANCE :— 
“© The Children alfo of Ffudab and the 
“< Children of Ferufalem have YE soLD 
** unto the GRECIANS, that ye might re- 
“< move them FAR FROM THEIR BOR-~ ~ 
*¢ pER:” (but how much farther do. 
the ENGLISH REMOVE THE POOR 
AFRICANS FROM THEIR BORDER !) 
‘“* Bebold, I will raife them out of the 
“* place whither ye have SOLD THEM,. 
“<< and will RETURN YOUR RECOM- 
‘6‘ PENCE UPON YOUR OWN HEAD:” 
(Obferve how clearly tHe Law oF 
RETRIBUTION is here laid down) 
“* and I WILL SELL your SONS and your 
“ DAUGHTERS into the hands of the chil- 
“dren of Jupau, and they fhall fell 
*< them (148) to the SABEANS, fo @ © 


- people. . nS 


(148) This is not to be confidered as a permiffionto . . 


pee ie dah Slaves, but only asapropbecy of Gon’s ’ a 


retaliation 
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mark of Gop’s VENGEANCE againft 
oppreffive Nations, viz. THE INFATU- 
ATION OF THEIR COUNCILS.) :“ Af- 
ce femble yourfelves !” (fays the Prophet) 
“< and come all ye NATIONS (149) and 
“< gather yourfelves together round about : 
“* thither caufe THY MIGHTY ONES 10 
*“ come down, O Lord. Let the Na- 
<< tions be wakened, and come up to the 
‘“< valley of JEHOSHAPHAT,” (i.e. the 
valley of JEHOVAH THE JUDGE) ‘“‘ for 
“there will I fit to JUDGE ALL THE 
‘““NATIONS round about. Put ye in the 
&é fi ichle for the Harveft is viper come, 
“< get ye down, for the prefs is full, the 
““sats overflow ; FOR THEIR WICKED- 
“ NESS IS GREAT! MULTITUDES, 
“MULTITUDES IN THE VALLEY OF 
“precision!” &c. After which the 
Prophet denounces Judgement againft, 


(149) In the common Tranflation it is rendered, 

* Come all ye Heathens; but the original word 

on more properly fignifies the Nations, than rhe 
Heaibens. 

i? two 
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two of thefe oppreffive Nations exprefsly 
by name—* Ecypr fall be a defolation, 
‘“< and Evom fhall be a defolate wilder- 
“ nefs;” (and the principal reafon of 
‘thefe judgments is alfo as exprefsly 
affigned) ‘“‘ for their VIOLENCE (150) 


*< agamnft 


(150) And the Egyptians ‘* for thei* vioLENcE,” 
received from God a RETRIBUTION IN KIND, which 
is ftill more awfully expreffed by the prophet Ifaiah, 
—** So fall the King of Affpria lead away the EcxP- 
‘© tians Prifoners, atid the ETH1oPiaNs Captives, 
“© young and old, naked and bare-foot, even with (their) 
°° buttocks uncovered to the foame of Egypt!” Uaiah xx. 
4.—A lively defcription this, of the extreme mifery 
and contempt with which the poor wretched Ethiopian 
Captives, even to this day, are oppreffed and vilified ! 
—But by whom ?—Not now, furely, by their old ene- 
ties, the Afiyrians, for they, long ago, received a 
juft recompence for their Tyranny and uncharitablene/s, 
and are wiped off from the face of the earth! and 
may we not expect that the Almighty will alfo vifit 
the modern Oppreffors of the Ethiopians, whofe darba- 
rous and unfeeling behaviour towards the poor naked 
Etiiopian Captives is equally notorious ?—May we 
not expect that the Affyrians, or ‘* mex of Nineveh, 
“ foall rife in Fudgment with this generation, and foall | 
** condemn it!’ Matt. xii. 41. for they were previ- 
oully engaged in a ju/? war againft the Egyptians and 

7 Ff Ethiopians: 
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them.) ‘* But thou fhouldef not have 
“* looked on the day of thy Brother, 
“¢ in the Day that he became a Stran- 
gers” (viz. in the day) that their 
| Brethren the Hfraelites were : carried 
away Captives into a ftrange land ; for 
it feems, that even to. be neuter, or 
merely ‘ Jook on,” like idle {petators, 
when the Liserty of their Brethren 
was at fake, would have been crimi- 
nal; but the Epomites added to this 
Crime, by REJorciNnG at the Calamity, 
and joining the triumphant Tyrants ;) 
** neither fhouldefi thou have REJOICED 
** over the Children of Jupau m the 
day of their defiruction ; neither foouldeft 
‘ thou have fpoken PROUDLY. in the day 
of diftrefs. Thou fhoulde not have ene 
tered into the gate of my people in the 
‘* day of their calamity ; yea, thou foouldeft 
“* not have LOOKED ON their AFFLIC- 
** TION in the day of their calamuty; nor 
‘ have laid hands on their fubhance in the 

I f *« day 
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“ day of calamity. Neither foouldef 
‘* thou have flood in the Crofs-qway, to cut 
* of tbofe of bis that did efcape ; neither 
“¢ foouldeft thou have DELIVERED UP” 
(or rather sHUT UP 93DF or CONFINED 
as in Slavery or Foreign Capiivity, which 
by the Reftoration.promifed to the Cap- 
“ves, in the 20th and arft verfes, feems 
to have been the cafe) “¢ thofe of his 
‘© that DID REMAIN in the day of diftrefs. 
“¢ For the Day of the Lorn js near upon 
“* all the Heathen’? (that 1s ALL THE 
‘© Nations;” and then follows ‘¢ THE 
<¢ PURPOSE” of RETRIBUTION: hat 15 
PURPOSED wpon the whole: earth) cNAS 
‘“ THOU HAST DONE, it foall be DONE | 
si unto thee: thy REWARD hall return 
‘* UPON THINE OWN HEAD,” &c. 


n 


mk ae me j 
The like purpose of RETRIBUTION 
was denounced againit feveral Nations 
by the Prophet AMos,- and firt againft 


the Syrrans—“‘ Thus faith tar Lorn 


“* for 


[ ge | 
-y (them) up to Epo :” vi §2) or rather 
(as the word ~pipom more properly 
fignifies) 


(152) Grotits thinks that this Tranfgreffion was 
committed when Sennacherib invaded Judza, and that 
many Jews upon his firft approach fled to the neigh- 
bouring Regions, and that the Philiftines, inftead of 
protecting the poor fugitives; who had done them 
noinjury, sOLD THEM fo the Epummans, 4s if they 
had been taken in open war. ‘* Cum Sennacheribus 
go Judzam invafit, multi ad primam ejus adventum 
‘© in vicinas regiones fe recepere, ut apparuit. Efa. 
<F pxvigs. Philiftini hos Judzos, qui nihil ipfis no- 
“© cuerant, non ut fupplices protexerunt, fed quafi 
«© bello captos VENDIDERUNT Idumezis.” Crit. Sac. 
Tom. 4. p. 6473. Many other commentators befides 
Grotius have fuppofed this Tran/grefficn to have been 
committed during the troubles occafioned by Seuza- 
cherit’s Expediton; but it is not probable (though 
indeed it is pofible) that this was the time to which the 
prophecy referred ; becaufe, if 18 really was, the Pro- 
phecy foretold the ‘Tranfgreflion it//f, as well as the 
punifhment of it; for we find that the Prophecy was 
delivered ‘* zz the days of Uzziah,”’ whereas the Event 
to which they refer, did nct happen till many years 
afterwards in the reign of 4bax: there are fome in- 
ftances indeed of God’s vengeance being really de- 
nounced againft particular crimes even before the 
crimes themfelves were committed, whichI fhall thew 
when J come to fpeak of Babylon; but in the cafe 
before us there is no neceflity for fuppofing any fuch 
anticipation, it being muck more probable that the 

offence, 


ry 
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fionifies| to caufe (them) to be /hut up 
(that is, in Bondage) fo Edom: in fhort, 
it appears from thence, that they carried. 
on the SLAVE-TRADE with Epom, as 
our Liverpool atid Briftol Merchants, 
and fome at London (but few in propor- 
tion to the fize of the place), do at pre- 
fent with America! But they were al- 
lowed but a fhort {pace for the enjoy- 


offence, referred to by the Prophecy, wa’ previoully 
committed by the Inhabitants of Gaza after the 
combined army of the Philiftines and Arabians had, 
by God’s permiffion, fubdued and plundered the inha- 
bitants of Judea in the reign of Jehoram, as related 
in the 2d Chron. xxi. 16, 17, &c. to which it is re- 
ferred in Clarke’s' Annotations. The cruelty of de- 
livering up the capTives to Epom at the time above- 
mentioned, would be much aggravated in the citcum- 
ftances of thefe times: for then the Edomites were be- 
come inveterate enemies to the Jews, having lately 
revolted from Judah, and during that very reign had 
been beaten, and many of them flain, in a pitched . 
battle with the Jews, which rendered them the more 
implacable; and therefore the unnatural cruelty oF 
DELIVERING uP the Jewifh Captives to Edom at fuch 
a time, muft neceffarily be efteemed a moft heinous of- 
fence in the fight of a merciful God! 


G g ment 
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“< the Lorp; for three Tranfgreffions of 
“ Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn 
** away (the punifhment) ‘hereof ;* 
(now be pleafed to remark, that though 
the Tyrians were notorious [dolaters, and 
very wicked in many other refpects, 
yet, here again, the oPPRESSION of EN- 
SLAVING THEIR BRETHREN (even of 
a different Nation) was the only Crime 
that God was pleafed, more particularly, 
to impute and point out to them, as 
being moft heinous in his fight) “ de- 
“* caufe’” ({aid the Prophet) ‘* they deli- 
“* vered up the WHOLE CAPTIVITY TQ 
‘¢ Epom” (for Tyre was the Philjfine 
LivERPOOL, it feems, which fupplied 
Edom with suaves), ‘* and remembered 
<< not the BROTHERLY COVENANT (154): 
* but I will fend a ¥1rne on the Wall of 


(154) Probably alluding to the league that was 
made between Soromon and Hrram King of Tyre, 
(mentioned in the firft book of Kings v. 12.) ‘* and 
(‘ there was PEACE BETWEEN Hyram and SOLO- 
<* MON 3 -and they two MADE A LEAGUE together.” 


66 “Pr nuis 
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“<< Tyrus, which fhall devour the Palaces 
** thereof.’ Amos i.g,10.(155) The 
like purpofe of God’s Vengeance is next 
denounced againft Edom, on account of 
her notorious violations alfo of Brotherly 
Love ; for the Almighty Father of Man- 
kind will not fee his creature Man op- 


preffed. and vilified without- revenging 
the affront !—"*. Thus faith the Lord; for 


3 : i 
{155) By another cotemporary Prophet (Ifaiah) a 
RETRIBUTION IN KIND was denounced againft 
Tyre— Is this your joyous City, whofe antiquity was 
** of antient days? HER OWN FEET SHALL CARRY 
‘* HER AFAR OFF fo fojourn.”’—* (Ire pedibus fuis in 
“* Captivitatem,”’: fays Clarius, Crit. Sac. Tom. 4. p. 
4905. that is, juft as the poor flaves are now-a-days 
brought down on foot from theinland parts of Africa 
to the flave markets on the coafts !) ‘* who hath taken 
“© puis Councit againff Tyre the crowning (City), 
‘© ayhofe Merchants are Princes, whofe Trafickers are 
“¢ the Honourable of the Earth ? Tue Lorp oF Hosts 
‘‘ HATH PURPOSED IT,” (plainly referring to the 
purpose which he had before declared in the xiv. 
chap. 26. to be “‘ puRPOsED UPON THE WHOLE 
“© EARTH,’ —which I have fhewn to be for the moft 
part a RETRIBUTION IN KIND) fo /frain (or pollute) 
«« the pride of all Glory, and to bring into contempt all 
“© the Honourable of the Earth.” Mai. xxiii. 7, 8, 9. 


2 ' 66 three 
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bloody-minded Ammonites, :for their 
horrid barbarity in murdering the Wives 
and Children of their Enenties, MURDER 
being a crime {till more heinous in the 
fight of Gop than sLavery 3 becaufe 
the robbing a man of his Life is a higher 
A& of Opprefion and unnatural Violence 
than Bondage, it being, indeed, the 
loft degree of Oppreffion that a’ Tyrant has 
in his power !—** Thus faith the Lord ; 
“< for three Tranforefions of the Children 
“« of AMMON, and for four, will I not 
“< turn away (the punifhment) shereof; 
* becaufe they have RIPPED UP THE 
‘* WOMEN WITH CHILD OF GILEAD, 
“© (157) thai they might enlarge thei bor= 


(157) This example fhews that God will feverely 
avenge himfelf of all fuch abandoned foldiers as thofe 
who 4:11 Women and Children, for we may be affured 
that no pretended Rules of War can juftify fuch de- 
teftable outrages in his fight, unlefs they can produce 
an exprefs Commiffion from the Almighty for that 
purpofe, like that which was given to the Ifraelites 
againft the wicked Canaanites, &c. 


(45 der 
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sé der (158): but I will kindle a Fire in 
“ the wall of Rabbah, and it fhall devour 
*< the Palaces thereof, with fhouting in ihe 
66 day 

(158) Probably the Ammonites (like fome of our 
Settlers and Planters at St. Vincents) coveted—*‘ that 
“6 fine CREAM PART of the Country”—about Gilead, 
then in the poffeffion of their neighbours ; and might 
\perhaps ftir up their public Financiers to /ettle au ar- 
rangement for the difpofal of the faid Lands, without the 
knowledge and conjfent of the antient and lawful pol 
Jeffers; as if the fuppofed political neceility to ‘ exlarge 

** their border” could juttify ROBBERY and MURDER, 
by authority of Government |-Againft: fimilar crimes in 

Ifrael, the Prophet thus denounced God’s vengeance! 
“* Wo to them that devife iniquity, and work evil upon 
“ their bads ! when the morning is light they pragice it, 
6° becaufe it is in the power of their hand. And they co- 
<‘ yet Fields, and take (them) dy viclence: and Houfes, 
*¢ and take (them) away: fo they oppre/s a man and his 
<* houfe, even aman and his heritage. Therefore thus 
«© faith the Lorp” (Jenovan) ;—“‘ Behcld, againft 
“ this family” (apparently meaning the Family ot 
ftock of that whole nation) ‘‘ do { devife aw Evin 
‘© from which ye feall not remove your necks; neither 
<¢ fhall ye go haughtily: FOR THIS TIME 18 EVIL.” 
Mic. ii. 1 to 3. ‘* For your bands are defiled with 
‘‘ groop, and your fagers with 1n1QuITy :—nene 
“© calleth for Justice, nor (any) pleadeth for TRUTH: 
“© they truff in vanity and fpeak lies; THEY CONCEIVE 
‘© MISCHIEF, and BRING FORTH INIQUITY!” &c. 
‘¢ and the a&t of Violence (is) ig their hands. Their 
ih a heer 
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God is offended with any contemptuous | 
vilifying of the Human Body, even 
avben dead ; ; and how much more then 
will he be offended with thofe who vi- 
lify their living Brethren, by contemp- 
tuoufly holding them in a defpicable 
Bondage !)—“* But I will fend a Bure 
<< upon Moab (160), and it forall. devour 
“© the Palaces of Kirioth, and Moab foall 
“<< die with tumult, with foouting, (and) 
<< ayith the found of the trumpet: and I 
<* will cut of THE JUDGE FROM THE 
MIDST THEREOF, and qwill flay ALL 
THE PRINCES THEREOF WITH HIM, 


se faith the Lorp.” Amos il. I—3. 


&¢ 


66 


(160) Moas was condemned alfo by another Pro- 
phet (Ifaiah) for her want of Charity to the poor fu- 
gitives of [rael and Judah in a time that God had 
delivered them into the hands of their enemies,——~ 
“<¢ Hide the Outcajts’” (faid Ifaiah in his denunciation 
of Judgement againit Moas) ‘* dewray not him that 
6 pwandereth; Let mine ouT-casts dwell with thee 
‘* Moan; Be thou a Covert to them from the face of 
¢¢ she SpomLER: Sir the ExTorTIONER #5 at an end, 
“the SPo1LER céa/eth, the OPPRESSORS are. confumed 
8° out of the Land.” Tfaiah xV1. 4: 


2, ; To 


S. Bie 


To thefe Judgements of the feveral 
Nations the Prophet now, adds the 
Condemnation of Fudah, left the Jews 
fhould imagine that GoD’s VENGEANCE 
was only to be denounced againft she 
Heathen Nations. —** T hus faith the Lord; 
‘¢ for three Tranfgreffions of “fudah, and 
“<¢ for four, E will not turn away (the pu- 
“* nifhment) thereof; becaufe they bave 
<* DESPISED THE LAW OF THE LorD,” 
{now the Apoftle Paul informs us, that 
all the Law is fulfilled in one word, 
* (even) im this; Thou foalt love thy 
“© Neighbour as thyfelf.’ Galat. v. 14. 
and, confequently, the opPRESSION OF 
THE Poor (of which the Jews were 
notorioufly guilty, as I have fhewn) 
was (next to Idolatry) one. of the moft 
heinous Tranfgreflions of the Law, 
which principally drew down God’s 
Vengeance upon them, though it is not 
particularly mentioned in this place]— 
os and have not hept his Commandments ; 

st a 
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°< who frore up Violence and Robbery im 
“* their Palaces. Therefore thus faith 
Pere 


“© Goon, and chablifh JupGEMENT in the Gate, it 
“¢ may that the Lord God of Hofts will be gracious unto 
“* the Remnant of Fofeph.”’—-Thus the Israevires 
might have faved themfelves from God’s Vengeance 
by a timely repentance, but they were too corrupt 
and wicked, it feems, totake warning: for the Judge- 
ment is, immediately after, denounced on account of 
the faid NATIONAL CORRUPTION AND INJUSTICE. 
—‘‘ Therefore, the Lord, the God of Hofts, the Lord 
“< faith thus; WatLine feall be in all thy frreets; and 
“¢ they foall fay in all the highways, atas! arias! 
“© and they foall call the Hufoandman to mourning; und 
«¢ fuch as are feilful of lamentation, to wailing. And 
*< in all vineyards fhall be wailing; for | WiLL Pass 
‘““ THROUGH THEE, SAITH THE Lorp!” 

Now let the inhabitants of Great Britain examine 
themfelves, and enquire, whether there are not cor- 
RUPTIONS and rnjUSTICE among them allo, which 
may be equally liable to draw down Gea’s vEn- 
Gceance? Whether their Reprefentatives in the great 
National Affembly, or ‘* Congregation of the People,” 
do not annually encourage and promote the AFri- 
CAN SLAVE-TRADE, Which includes infinitely more 
OPPRESSION and injuSsTICE than the Ifraclites were 
ever guilty of ! and whether the poor AZizers, Coflrers, 
and Salters of Scotland, who lately applied to them 


_for relief from the monitrous opPRESSION and IN- 


justice of the unreafonable Landholders (an op- 
preflion 
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& the Lard God; an Adverfary (there 
«© fhall be) even round about the Land: 


preffion at leaft equal to, if not far exceeding the 
Tfraelitifh Bondage of the Poor) have yet received re- 
dre/s for the Injuries done them? or whether, on the 
contrary, the Injuftice (which never had any other 
foundation but that of wxjuft Force and U/urpation) is 
not now confirmed for a certain number of years lon- 
ger by act of Parliament! But, O my countrymen! 
let uscall.to mind (before it is too late) the dreadful_ 
confequences of turning “ JUDGEMENT INTO 
**wormwoob,” and of * leaving off Righteoufne/s 
“‘ inthe Earth!” Let us remember the heavy Judge- 
ments that are denounced againit the Oppreffions of the 
poor, and that there is ong whe will furely avenge 
their caufe,—‘* Tue Lorp (JeHovan) is HIS NAME 
“* that firengtheneth the SPOILED againft the STRONG, 
“Jo that the spOiLED feall come AGAINST THE FOR- 
© oress. THEY HATE HIM THAT REBUKETH IN 
‘e THE GATE, AND THEY ABHOR HIM THAT 
‘¢SPEAKETH UPRIGHTLY.  Forafmuch therefore” 
(continues the Prophet) *‘ as your TREADING IS UPON 
‘* THE POOR, and ye take from him burthens of wheat, 
<* ye have built houfes of hewn ftone, but ye foall not 
‘* dusell in thems; ye have planted pleafant Vineyards, 
*© but ye feall not drink wine of them. For I xnow 
‘© YOUR MANIFOLD TRANSGRESSIONS, and your 
‘* mighty fins: they affli@ the Fuft, they TAKE A 
“ BRIBE, and they turn afide THE POOR iz the Gate 
<* from their right,” &e. Amos v. 8 to 12. 


Ii er ne 
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** PRESSION and NATIONAL WICKEDs 
“< wEss (163) cannot efcapea NATIONAL | 
‘< PUNISHMENT, accordmg to the ufual 
** courfe of God's PROVIDENCE im the 
‘< World, unle/s a hearty Repentance and © 
<< Amendment foould avert the impending 


“< Vengeance.” ‘ 

(163) Extra& of a letter from the Author to Lord 
——, dated the 4th of December, 1774. 
“Tf the feafonable warning againft the 
‘ crying national wickedne/s of promoting the AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE, and ¢olevating SLAVERY in Ameri- 
‘ca, which I fent about three years ago, in a private 
© letter to Lord » had been duly regarded, I fin- 


* cerely believe that the prefeut mifunderftanding, -&c, 
* * * * i # 


“a 


‘and the alarming confequences which now threaten 
‘vs, would not have happened !~—Great Britain and 
‘ her Colonies feem to be preparing themfelves for 
‘MUTUAL * DESTRUCTION, Which, alas! is too ap- 
* parently merited on both fides: for fuch monftrous 
“OppRESSION and NATIONAL WICKEDNESS canutt 
“ eleape a NATIONAL PUNISHMENT according to the 
« ufual courfe of God’s providence in the World, uh- 
«lefs a hearty repentance and amendment fhould 
‘avert the impending vengeance!’ &c. 
~ 6 Ker all the Law is fulfillea in one worn (even) im this; 
¢ Thou foalt love thy Neigabour as thyfelf. But if we bite end 
*¢ devour one arcther, toke heed that YE BE NOT CONSUMED 
* oNE OF ANOTHER.” Gal.v. 14,15. See my Tract en 
& Tie Lew of Liberty, or Royal Cow.” : f 
This 
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‘This Doftrine is utiqueftionably de 
monftrated (1 truft) by the feveral Ex- 
tra€ts from the Holy Scriptures, which 
I have inferted in the preceding pages: 
and the proof of it (I thank God) af- 
fords me a double recompence for my 
labours in colledting them; for it not 
only vindicates my previous affertions to 
the Minifters of his prefent Majefty, 
but it confirms the fimslar afertions of: ' 
my own Grandfather, declared, near a 
Century ago, to the great National 

Affembly of this Kingdom (164). 
Can 
(164) — * Wicked men” aa he) ‘* may be 
** happy and profperous here, and- good men may 
*< fuffer many afflictions and tribulations, without 
«* any the leaft reflection on the juflice or gcodnefs of | 
‘¢ the great Governor of the World: becaufe there is 
‘* a farther day referved for the adjufling all men’s 
‘¢ rewards, according to their works. But now the 
*¢ confideration of PUBLIC socrfeTIES and NATIONS 
“(is QUITE DIFFERENT. Nations are not made to 
“© be IMMORTAL, but end with the world. No soci- 
‘CETY, AS A SOCIETY, SHALL BE CALLER TO A 


““purURE AccouNT 3 but all the rewards and pa- 
‘* nifbiments 
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mies, whom -God had delivered into 
their hands? And: yet, we find, they 
were made mutual Inftruments of De- 
ftruGtion to each other, on that very ac- 
count ! 


Trae] (1 mean the Kingdom of the 
Ten Tribes) was the Scourge of Fudah, 
Fudah of Ifrael: Syria was the Scourge 
of both; as alfo were Edom, Moab, and 
Ammon: and Afyria was the Scourge 
of them all. Egypt, again, was the 
Scourge of Affyria; and Affyria (under 
a Babylonifh King) became afterwards 
the fevere Scourge and Retaliator of 


Evils upon Eg yt! 


The opulent Fyre, with her princely. 
Merchants, fuffered among the reft for 
her iniquitous Traffic in Slaves (165) ; 
; and 
(165) ** Thefe enterprifing epee. the firft great 
*€ Navigators of the World’ (fays the fenfible and be- 


nevolent Author of Britannia Libera), ** having, in 
<Ohe 


ye 357, 7) 
and the leffer Philiftine States, Athdod, 
Gath, Gaza, &c. did not partake of 
the uncharitable Crime, without an 
equal fhare of Retribution ! 


Thefe examples clearly demonftrate 
the neceflity of obferving the Apoftle’s 
Advice: — “ If ye bite and devour one 
<4 — take heed that ye are not con- 
“¢ fumed one. of another” (Gal. v. 15.): 
which is a ftriking reprefentation of 
the EXTREME DANGER of Ofpreffon 


“* the courfe of their fucce/s and their grandeur, imported 
. § for their own ufe a great number of SUaves, they 
 confpired, flew their Mafters, and ail the Free-men” 
(two only excepted, old Srrato and his Son, who 
were faved through the GENEROSITY OF THEIR OWN 
SLAVE) ‘* toak zo themfelves their wives and daugh- 
“ters, with the whole city, and raifed a new coms 
“© monwealth; A DREADFUL EXAMPLE, faith Fuf- 
** tin, to all the world, * who neverthele/s went on in 
“* their former courfe of ENSLAVING one another.”’ 
Britannia Libera, or a Defence of the Free State 
of Man in England againft the Claim of any Man 
there as a flave.” p. 3. 


* << CEIrEBRE HOC SERVORUM FACINUS, METUEN- 
S* DUMQUE EXEMPLUM TOTO ORBE TERRARUM FUIT.” 


Juft. Hitt, lib. xviii. = 
Kk and 
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thers and Sifters (** Men, Women, and 
‘¢ Children”), and then’ forcibly tranf- 
porting them “ far from their border,” 
even to the oppofite fide (almoft) of 
this terreftrial Globe ! 


W hat is this, my Countrymen, but 
a notorious aggravation of that very 
crime for which the Vengeance and Re- 
tribution of the ALMIGHTY was poured 
on the heads of the ancient Tyrian 
Merchants, above-mentioned. They 


“© totry all the ways that are poffible of making our peace 
** with God, that fo INIQUITY MAY NOT BE OUR 
«¢ ruin !’? Archbp. Sharp’s Sermons, Vol.1. Serm. 8. 
p-215, 216. gthedit. But the horrible abomination 
of the Slave-Trade was only in its infancy when my 
Grandfather made this declaration, and the baneful 
‘tendency of it perhaps was hardly known to him, or 
he would certainly have entered a zealous and parti- 
cular proteft againft it! With fuch an accumulated lead 
of national Guilt, the neceflity of a public humilia- 
tion and repentance is become more and more obvious, 
efpecially as the long forefeen Vengeance of the Al- 
mighty feems now ready to burft upon our heads! let 
us therefore earneitly join in the neceflary reformation 


<* that Jo iniquity may not be our Ruin.” 
: 2 ~ $OLD 
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-so0Lb.the Captive Jews to the Grecians, 
a neighbouring People; but YE HAVE 
SOLD the poor Africans (who never of- 
fended you) to the very diftant Inhabitants 
of America and the Weft Indies, “* THAT 
‘“.YE MIGHT REMOVE THEM FAR” 
(far indeed!) ‘FROM THEIR BOR- 
“¢ DER.” Have we not reafon to expect 
the fame awful Decree of the Divine 
Juftice which immediately follows thefe 
words — “ Behold, I. will raife them* 
(ved the Slaves) * out of the place wHI- 
‘© THER YE HAVE SOLD THEM, and 
“© will return your. Recompence upon your 
<* own head.. AND I WILL SELL YouR 
‘6 SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS,” &c. 
Joel 11.:7,.8. Have -we not ample 
seafon to fear, that God will make, of 
-this.Nation (in proportion to the mag- 
nitude of -our guilt -in Slave-dealing) a 
tremendous Example of RETRIBUTION, 
to deter other Nations from offending 
his Evernal Justice, if a fincere and 

{peedy.. - 
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three years), warned the Houfe of Com 


mons concerning our national Danger. 


But there is {till one more great ex- 
ample againft Tyranny and Oppreffion, : 
which muft not be omitted: J mean. 
the example of God’s Vengeance againft. 
Babylon, that great and terrible Scourge’ 
of all the other ancient Nations, already” 
mentioned in this Tract; for as her: 
GPPRESSIONS were more general and 
extenfive, fo her Punifhment 1s more 
frequently and more fully declared 1 in: 
Scripture. - 


The Prophet Jeremiah denounced’ 
the Law of Retribution againft the Baby- 
lonians in the ftrongeft terms, as well’ 
in return for the cruel Slaughters they . 


‘VENGEANCE OF THIS KIND.’ Archbp. Sharp's - 
Sermons, Vol. 2. Serm. 1. intitled, Repentance the 
Means for averting God’s Judgement, 5th edit. p. 22. 
-Preached before the Houfe of Commons, April - | 
1579. 

were 
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were guilty of, as for the heavy Yoke of 
Bondage with which they opprefled the 
Captive Ifraelites. See chap. L.—** De- 
“* clare ye among the Nattons” (faid the 
Prophet), ‘“‘ and publifh, and fet up a 
“© fandarad ; publipe, (and) conceal not : 
*¢ fay, BABYLon 7s taken, BEL 15 con- 
“¢ founded,” Se. ** For out of the North 
‘© there cometh up a Nation againfi her, 
= which ne MAKE HER LAND sted 
LATE (manifettly in return for 
the cruel pesona rion of Judea;) “ and 
<< none feall dwell therem’ (that is, in 
Babylon) : : * they fall remove, they ad 
** depart, both Man and Beaft.” (Jer. L 
m3.) and to mark the Indignation, as 
well as the Caufe of it, in the ftrongeft 
terms by the feverity of Contraft, the 
Promife of-a happy Reftauration to the 
Captives, whom they opprefled, is 
blended with the Sentence of their own 
Condemnation — In thofe days, and at 
6 that tine, faith the Lord, the Children 
iE" ee of 
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ample before qucted.) “* dud I will 


x4 


ee¢ 


r4 


BRING IsRAEL AGAIN TO HIS HA- 


-BITATION,” &c.——** Call together 


the Archers againfi BABYLON: all 


‘© ye that bend the bow, camp againft it 


cc 
BE 
Ge 
cc 
54 
66 


cé 


round about; let none thereof efcape : 
RECOMPENSE HER ACCORDING TO 
HER WORK; ACCORDING TO ALL 
THAT SHE HATH DONE, DO UNTO 
HER; for fhe hath been PRoUD again/ 
the Lord, againft the Holy One of Ifrael. 
Therefore foall her young men fall in the 


“ freets.” Sc. And a little further the 
principal caufe of God’s Anger is more 


particularly exprefled: — ** Dhus faith 


46 


6eé 


ce 


a4 


46 


ce 


the Lord of Hofis; The Children of 
Dfracl and the Children of “fudah (were) 
OPPRESSED TOGETHER: and all that 
TOOK THEM CAPTIVES HELD THEM 
FAST ; ‘bey REFUSED TO LET THEM 
co.” But mark, ye Slave-bolders, 


what immediately follows ! — ‘ Their 


66 


REDEEMER (75) STRONG 3 THE 
ce 70RD 
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<¢ Lorp or Hosts” (Jehovah of Ar- 
mies) ‘* (is) Ais Name; °° he foall vH0- 
‘© ROUGHLY PLEAD THEIR CAUSE, 
“* that he may give reft to the Land, and 
“< difquiet THE INHABITANTS OF Ba- 
*¢ BYLON —— A SWORD IS UPON THE 
“* CHALDEANS,” &c. See the whole 
soth chapter. 


The Law of Retribution is alfo ftrongly 
marked in the 30th chapter, where the 
Prophet promifes that Jehovah “ wf 
** BRING AGAIN THE CAPTIVITY OF 
*‘ HIS PEOPLE IsRAEL AND JUDAH 3” 
(ver. 2.) and that Jacow fhall be faved 
OUT OF HIS TROUBLE, (ver. 7.) and 
more efpecially from SLAVERY, de- 
claring, as the Word of the Lord of 
Hofts, “* Twill break his voKE FROM 
“© OFF THY NECK, AND WILL BURST 
‘ THY BONDS; and STRANGERS /ball 
“© no more SERVE THEMSELVES OF HIM. 
“ But they SHALL SERVE THE Lorp 

6 aT ae 
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ce THEE fhall be a sport, and all that 
** PREY UPON THEE will I give FOR 4 
“ prey: for I will refore health unto 
“+ thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, 
‘“< faith toe Lord; becaufe they called thee 
«© an ovrcasT (172), (faying,) This 

(3s) Zion, whom no man feeketh after.” 


Fe, 
iin 


(172) As it was manifeftly an offence in the fight of 
God to call Jfrael an our-cAsv during the former DE- 
SOLATION; it, certanily, zs zot le/s fo now, tho’ that 
devoted People is at prefent difperfed over the face cf 
all the Earth, without a fingle Acre of National Terri- 
tory in any one place ! ! for the fcriptures gives us am- 
ple aflurance of a much more glorious Return of ihe 
Jews, than that from Babylon 5 and the Apofile to 
the Gentiles has exprefely declared, that “* God hath 
“act casT Away Ais people which be fore knew.” 
Rom. xi. 2. And in the ith verfe he fays, 
“ threegh THEIR FALL Salvation is come unto the 
*© Gent? ee or to proveke them to Fealeufy. Now” (fays 
hele a im FALL OF THEM Ze the RICHES OF THE 
‘“* WORLD, and THE DIMINISHING of THEM rhe 
*¢ RICHES OF TRE om es HOW MUCH MORE 
SS-PHEIR FuLNEssS!” &c.sand again Wm Glgeege 
verfe—'S 1F THE CASTING AWAY of then be the re- 
“© conciting of the World, what feall the RECEIVING 


‘Ob PHEM BE, BUT LIFE FROM THE DEAD. 
fod 


- 
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In the 25th chapter alfo a fevere Re- 
tribution is denounced exprefsly againft 
eo oe 


- 


‘And the apoftle alfo warns us nor to boaf? againft the 


Branches of that Myftical Olive Tree on which the 
Wild Olive Tree of the Gentiles is grafted, ‘* for” 
(fays he) ‘* if God fpared not the NATURAL 
““ prancues” (the Ifraelites) take heed lef? be arso’ 
‘SPARE NOT THEE.’’—(and indeed we have the 
g-eateft reafon to acknowledge the great mercy of 
God in {paring this nation hitherto, if we confider- 
the many bloody perfecutions of the Jews in this King- 
dom during the dark days of PopisH 1GNORANCE, 
(many particulars of which may be feen in Tovey’s 
Anglia Fudaica) or perhaps we may fav, that many 
of the bloody Civil Wars and other Nasional Ca- 
damities, that have already diftrefed zhis Noticz, 
may have been infiiGed on our anceftors for their 
unmerciful Treatment of thefe wandering sTRan- 
GERS in fperfecuting, banifbing, and even MUR- 
DERING ¢hem in multitudes for the fake of plunder- 
ing and robbing them of their wealth! Let us re. 
member the confident hepe of the Apofile, that the 
Ifraelites fhall be again grafted into their own Olive 
Tree—** fer”? (fays he) ** Ged is able to graff them in 
“< again. For if thou wert cut out of the OLIVE-TREE - 
*S which is WILD BY NATURE, and wert GRAFFED 
§* contrary to nature intoa Good OLIVE TREES; how 
‘© much more foall thefe, which be THE NATURAL 
“BRANCHES, 4 GRAFFED INTO THEIR OWN 
** Ouive Tree!” and he adds, ‘ for I exou'd not, 
Mm : «¢ Brethren, 
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after the return from the. Babylonith 
Captivity ;) ‘* and they foall cleave to 
“© the Houfe of Jacos.” Se. Gew 
S* they foall take them CAPTIVES WHOSE 
‘6 CAPTIVES THEY WERE; and ice 
PS fale ‘rule over’ THEIR OPPRESSORS.” 


(This is a manifeft RETRIBUTION IN 
KIND.) ‘* And it fhall come to pafs m 
“¢ the day that the Lord foal! ‘2 give thee? 
(Lik acl) ‘* reft from thy forrow, and from 
“* thy fear, and from the HARD BON- 
‘“ pace wherein thou waft made to 
‘serve, that thou shalt take up this 
“< proverb againft the Kine or Basy- 
‘‘ pon, and fay, How hath THE oOP- 
‘6 prEssoR CEASED! The Lord hath 
‘¢ broken the Staff of the Wicked, (and) 
‘© the Sceptre of the Rulers. He who 
‘ sMOTE THE PEOPLE im wrath with 
<“ A CONTINUAL STROKE; he that 
‘© RULED THE NATIONS IN ANGER, 
Oa perfecuted, and none hindereth.” Sc. 
Ifaiah xiv. eh —— “ They that fee 

“thee 


a. 
‘<< thee foall narrowly look upon thee, 
“* (and) confider thee, ({aying, is) thes 
<¢ the Man_that made the Earth to trem- 
‘¢ ble, that did foake Kingdoms? (that) 
“© made the World as a Wildernefs, and 
“< defiroyed the Cities thereof? (that) 


“6 OPENED NOT THE HOUSE, OF HIs 


CREB ISON BRS Sco Ver. 1Ogeunze 
Mark this, ye hardened Sl/ave-holders,— 
who are fo tenacious of that ufurped and 
pretended property which ye claim in. 
the Perfons of your Fellow Men! 
Will ye alfo refufe to oPEN THE HOUSE 
OF YOUR PRISONERS? Remember that — 
the fame God {till reigns, and-never 
changes. If he {pared not the firft and 
moft glorious Monarchy upen Earth, 
he furely will not fpare you, unlefs ye | 
“mcerely repent and reform !))God’s) 
Vengeance againft Babylon was exe-- 
euted exprefsly on account of the heavy - 
Yoke of Bondage with which they op-— 
prefied their Captives. The Judge- 


he MLCT be 
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poral and fpiritual), proceeds to declare 
the reafon of God’s jevere Vengeance 
againft BAByLoN in the 6th verfe :— 

“<< Twas wroth with my People, I bave. 

*< polluted mine Inheritance, and given them 

‘< into THINE HAND: thou aidfi fhew 

“6 them NO MERCY: upon the Ancient 
haft thot VERY HEAVILY LAID THY 
« yoxr. And thou faidf, I foall be a 
‘© Lady for ever: (fo) that thou didft 
‘© not lay thefe (things) to thy beart, 
‘“< neither didft remember the latter end of 
“at. Therefore bear now this, thou (that. 
“‘ art) given to pleafures, that dwellef 
“ carelefsly,” c.— Thefe two things 
“¢ fhall come to thee, IN A MOMENT, IN 
‘© onNE DAY; the lofs of Children and 
‘ [Vidowhood;.they fall come upon thee 
“© in their perfection, for the multitude of 
‘¢ thy Sorceries, (and) for the great abun- 
“+ danceJof thine Enchantments. For thou 
“ baft trufted in thy Wickednes : thou baft 
“¢ faid, None feeth me. Thy Wifdom and 
cae 


f ere] 
Kony Knowledge it hath perverted thee.” 
(Mark this, ye little Philofophers and 
fophiftical Deifts, who even make it a 
queftion whether there be fuch a thing 
as Providence in the World.) ‘* dnd 
“ thou haft faid in thine heart, I (am), 
<< and none elfe befideme. Therefore foall 
“* evil come upon thee ; thou. fbalt not know 
<< from whence it rifeth: and mifchief 
<¢ foall fall upon thee; thou fhalt not be 
“* able to put it of : and DESOLATION 


“ pee come upon thee SUDDENLY (174), 
“© (which) 


(174) Compare this with the above-recited paflage 
in the gth verfe: — ‘‘ Thefe tavo things fhall come to 
“° heey IN A MOMENT, IN ONE Day,” &e. The 
fame suDDEN and UNEXPECTED VENGEANCE is 
alfo ftrongly defcribed by Jeremiah: —‘* Babylon” 
(faid he, in the fpirit of Prophecy) “* zs suppENLY 
‘© FALLEN AND DESTROYED: HOWL FOR HER,” 
&fc. Chap. li. 8. This exemplary VENGEANCE was 
denounced exprefsly on account of the Babylonian 
TYRANNY over the Fewifo CAPTIVES ; for in a pre- 
ceding verfe the latter are comforted, and informed 
of the RETRIBUTION determined againi Babylon :-— 
‘¢ For Ifrael hath not been forfaken’’ ({aid the Prophet) 
** nor Judah, an God, es Lord of Hofts, though 


i 6© their 
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and the horrors of that fatal night were | 
plainly foretold: — ‘* The night of my. 
| ** -pleafure™ 


*Bapyion to deftroy it; becaufe it (is) the vEN-~ 
‘© GEANCE OF THE LORD, THE VENGEANCE OF HI§ 
‘TEMPLE. Jer. li. 1%. AMmd@uameithe wz gtheveric 
the Prophet exprefsly names the Kingdoms from 
whence the feveral Armies that came with the Mzpeg 
and Persrans were raifed: — ‘* Set ye up a ftandard 
‘in the Land, blow the trumpet among the Naticas, 
** prepare the Nations againft her, call together againf? 
“* her the Kingdoms of ARARAT” (vis. in the neigh- 
bourhood of Armenia), ‘* Minw1” (or Aram-Minni, 
the Armenians themfelves), ‘6 axd ASHKENAZ” (viz. 
the Nations defcended from the eldeft Son of Gomer ; 
who were nearly allied in blood to the Medes, Madai 
their Ancefior being a Brother of Gomer, as alfo of 
Vs from whom the Turks have fince defcended, 
and all of them from the fame neighbourhood). 
“* Appoint a Captain againft her” (who is afterwards 
declared to be Cyrus); ‘* caufe the HORSES to come 
“* up as.the rough Cae (the Perfians, as alfo 
the Parthians, and after them the Turks, likewife 
were ever famous for their Cavalry) ; © prepare againft 
‘© ber the Nations, with the Kings of the Meves, the 
“* Captains thereof, and all the Rulers thereof, and all 
** the Land of his Dominion.” (Jc. And in ver. 48 
he fays,.‘* For the Spoilers SHALL COME UNTO HER 
‘* FROM THE NorTH.” ‘The Prophet Ifaiah alfo 
diftinctly pointed out the fame Inftraments of Gon’s 
VENGEANCE againft Babylou :—“List ye up the Banner 
** upor, 
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‘* pleafure” (fays the Prophet, mani- 
feftly referging to the impious midnight 
caroufal 


*5 upon THE HIGH MOUNTAIN} exalt the voice unto 
“* them: &&e. defcribing the firft muftering of the 
confederate Nations againft the overgrown tyrannical 
power of Babylon :—** The noife of a multitude in THE 
*¢ mounTains” (probably meaning the Mountains of 
Ararat, €c. mentioned by Jeremiah) ‘‘ Uke as ofa 
‘< great People; a tumultuous xoife of the Kingdoms of 
*€ Nations gathered together: THE Lorp oF Hosts” 
(viz. Jehovah of Armies) ‘‘ muffereth the Hof? of the 
** Battle’? (Here we fee the proper meaning of the 
Lord of Hofts.) ‘* They come froma far Country, from 
‘* the end of Heaven, (even) the Lord and the Weapons 
<¢ of his indignation, to deftroy the whole land, Sc. Be- 
‘* hold Iwill ftir up the MEvES againf? them, which 
** hall not regard Silver; and (as for) Geld they fhall 
“< not delight in it. (Their) Bows alfo’’ (for the 
Medes were eminent Archers) ‘* fhall dajh the young 
** men to pieces: and they foall have no pity on the 
‘* fruit of the womb; their Eye fball not fpare the Chil- 
‘© dren. And Basyuon the Glory of Kingdoms, the 
“© beauty of the Chaldees exccllency foall be as when God 
“6 overthrew Scdom and Gomorrah.”? &c. Chap. xiii. 
2—Ig. Again in 21ft chapter the fame Prophet dif- 
tinétly names the Medes and Perfians to be the inftru- 
ments Of Goa’s retribution againt Bagyton. ‘4 
‘< grievous Vifton is declared untome. The Treaaberous 
‘* Dealer dealeth treacheroufly, and the Spoiler fpoileth. 
$$ Go up, O Evam!” (for the Perfans were defcend- 

ed 
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The Prophet Jeremiah alfo alludes 
to the fame fatal Babylonian fupper; 
which feems to have been intended as a 
Fefivity to the honour of their Falfe 
Deities (179), in order to infure fuc- 
cefs againtt the Befiegers : — ‘“* In their 
‘* heat” (or in their anger, that is, againft 
their Enemies in the War) “J will 
<< make their Feasts, and I will make 
‘< them DRUNKEN, that they may rejoice, 
“< and fleep a perpetual fleep, and not 
“¢ quake, faith the Lord. ,I will bring 


that fatal night, they found the King and his Princes 
affembled, and the King ftanding with a drawn {cy- 
mitar in his hand, ready to oppofe them (notwith- 
flanding his extreme confternation jut before, on 
hearing the miraculous prediction of his fate), that 
he might endeavour to perfuade his Princes to ftand 
by him, and refit the Enemy; though, indeed, the 
learned Vitringa fuppofes. that the words ‘* arife, 
‘© ye Princes, and anoint the foield”’ refer to the Speech 
of Cyrus juft before the affault, recorded likewife by 
Xenophon—Aaa’ ayers, aavlavere o7aAd, Se. 


(179) We read in Danielv. 4. that ** they DRANK 

‘6 WINE, and PRAISED THE GODS OF GOLD, and 
© oF SILVER, Of bra/s, of iron, of wood, and of ftone.”” 
"(pee 
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‘© them down LIKE LAMBS to the flaigh- 
“< ter” (that is, without oppofition or re- 
fiftance on their part (180), ‘‘ dike Rams 
“ with He-goats. How is Shefbach taken! 
“* and how is the praife of the whale Earth 
“* furprized !” (alluding to the unex- 
pected entry of the Enemy 5) “ How is 
“© Babylon become an aftonifoinent among the 
“© Nations !? &e. Jer. li. to ver. 42. And 
the manner of bringing about this VENGE- 
ANCE, as well as the REASON of it, is 
further defcribed in the fame chapter: 
— For the Lord God of REcom- 
“¢ pences” (faid the Prophet, ver. 56.) 
6 hall furely REquITE, And I will 

_ (180) Which is defcribed alfo in the 4oth verfe of 
«¢ the fame chapter :—‘* The mighty men of Babylon 


“* have forborne to fight, they have remained in their 
&* olds; THEIR MIGHT HATH FAILED, they BE- 
‘CAME AS WOMEN: fhey” (that is, the Enemy) 
“have burned her dwelling places; her bars are 
* broken. One poft foall run to meet another, TO sHEW 
‘* tHE Kinc or Bapyrion that his City is taken at 
“* one end, and that the paffages are flopped, and the 
** yeeds they bave burned with FIRE, and the men of 
“* quar are affrighted.” Se. 


Oo 6 MAKE 
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“ and glorified himfelf in Ifrael. Thus 
“¢ faith the Lord rHy REDEEMER, and 
‘* he that formed thee from the Womb; 
«© F(am) the Lorv’’ (Jehovah), “ that 
‘¢ maketh all (things); that firetcheth 
“* forth the Heavens alone; that {preadeth 
“© abroad the Earth by myfelf: that fruf- 
‘* ¢rateth the Tokens of the Lyars, and 
‘¢ maketh Diviners mad; that turneth 
‘“« Wife (Men) backward, and maketh 
“ their Knowledge foolifo;” (referring, 
probably, to the unprofitable Sciences 
and ‘vain Politics of the Chaldeans oo) 
‘“* that confirmeth the Word. of his Servant, 
“ and performeth the Counfel of his Mef~ 


Redeemer | ** If the fall of. them?’ (faid the Apoftle 
Paul) << be the riches of rhe world, and the diminifh- 
<‘ ing of them the Riches of the Gentiles; Aoav much, 
“* more their fulnefs i ?” Romans xi. 12. and he tells us 
again in the 25th’ verfe, “« That Blindnefi in part is 
_ ** happened to Tfrael until the fulnefs of rhe Gentiles be 
«© come in, and fo fall ALL IsRaey be faved ;” &c. and 
again in the 32d verfe—that ‘< Cie inclided them 
“ALL IN UNBELIEF that he might have mercy upor 
fi ALL. 


‘ fengers § 
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$ fengers; that faith to JERUSALEM, 
“ ‘THOU SHALT BE INHABITED” (that 
is, .after the appointed De/olation), 
s© and to the Cities of Jupan, Ye 
§* “fhall be built, and I will raife up the 
‘* decayed places thereof: that faith to the 
<¢ Deep” (whereby, according to the 
Targum, BABEL is meant), “* Be pry; 
§° and F will-pRyY uP thy Rivers 2” 
(moft probably alluding to the fucceff- 
ful ftratagem of Cyrus to dry up the 
Rivers by altering their Courfe, where- 
by he gained an unfufpected pafiage 
into the City through the émptied 

Channels (183): “ that fanth of Cyrus, 
66 (he 

(183) ‘*In the language of the Prophets” (fays 
Mr. Cruden in his Concordance) ‘* Waters often de- 
*¢ note’a great multitude of people ;”’—and this pro- 
phecy perhaps might alludeto the vatt conflux of peo- 
ple at Babylon; that God would dry them up by mak- 
ing the place defolate ; but yet the literal fenfe is cer- 
tainly to be preferred, becaufe it feems to have had 
a literal accémplifhment i in the fuccefsful ftratagem of 
Cyrus abovementioned.—“ Certé de Babylone eft 


fermo,” (fays the learned Forerius) *¢ a ee 
‘* fluebant 
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&¢ By THY NAME; (am) the God of if. 
“ rae]? And in the next verfe the 
Prophet affigns the reafon why the Al- 
mighty thus called upon Cyrus, viz: 
—‘* for Facob my Servant's fake, and If- 
“© rael mine elect, I have even called thee 
“ By THY NAME: J have SURNAMED 
THEE, though thou haft not known me: 
‘ I (am) the Lord,” (or rate aa 
Jenovan) ‘and (there is) none elfe, 
‘< (there is) 20 God befide me: I girded 
“¢ thee,” (or ftrengthened thee) “ though 
‘© thou haf not known me,” &c. and God’s 
PURPOSE in raifing up Cyrus is ftill 
more Clearly declared in the 13th verfe, 
—< Lhave raifed him up in RIGHTE- 
«¢ ouswess, and I will DirEcT ALL 
“¢ nis ways: he foall BUILD MY CITY, 
‘© and HE SHALL LET GO MY CAP- 
‘¢ tives, (mark this ye wretched 
Slave-holders) “* Nor FOR PRICE, NOK 
“© REWARD, faith the Lord of Hofs;” 
and accordingly ¢he Proclamation of Free- 

2 dom 
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dom to the Jews and the Decree for re- 
building the Temple were made in the 
Mmubyear of Gyruse See Ezra i. 4. 
# 

Now let my Readers ferioufly com- 
pare thefe accounts of God’s peculiar 
favour to CYRUS, THE RESTORER OF 
LIBERTY, with the accounts (which 
I have already recited) of Gon’s oppo- 
fite treatment of that man who “ oPEN- 
“ED NOT THE HOUSE OF HIS PRI- 
Baseens. . Afaiah xiv. 17. 


Cyrus by the Almighty was exprefsly 
called, in the 45th chapter of Ifaiah, 
GEIGER OUN TED. —“< Phys faire 
ged 6 iS AMOINTED, t6 CYRUS;’. 
and vo wed, literally “* to Ais: 
ee 7? 1186), 6 Cyrus,” “Sc. tor 


Cyrus 


(185) In the Septuagint the paflage is ren- 
cered ty Xeirw wx Kuge, ard literally from thence in 
the Latin Vulgate ** Chriffo meo Cyro,”” te Cyrus my 


De Be 
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ny are they who, for the fake of a 
‘little worldly profit, are again entan- 
gled in the foares and temptations of 
their /piritual Enemy, and fubmuit them- 
felves to his Bondage! How can we 
fup ppofe, that thofe men are FREE from 
THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, 
who are led by the temptations of pri- 


vitance, (which they feerned<to Value above all 
‘other things) after fuffering the moft extraordinary 
flaughters and calamities of an unfuccefsful and de- 
ftructive war in defence of it, and of their TEMPORAL 
‘LiperTigs! And they remain in exile to this day, a 
living Teflimony to the Truth of Prophecy *, and an 
Example to all the Nations, wherever they are dif- 
“perfed, of Gov’s vencrance againft the Rejeéters 
of his divine Revelaticn ! .: 

© And when he’ (Jefus) ** was ceme near” (that is, to Je- 
mie “‘ he beheld the City, and WETT OVER IT, Saying, 
8 Tf thou had known, eve: thon, at leajt in this thy day, the things 
«¢ (which belong) uwito thy peace ! But now they are hid from thine 
“© eyes. For the days foall come upon thee that thine Enen:ies fall 
“ afta Trench about thee, and compafs thee round, and keep theein oa 
& every fide,” (and it is vexy remarkable, that the Romans, af- 
ter trying all the ufual means in vain, fhould at length be obliged 
to have recourfe to this method before they could fueceed,) * and 
¢ foall lay thee even with the grout, and thy Children within thee : 
** and they foall not leave in thee one ftone upon another, becaufe 
®< thow kneweft not the time of thy vifitation-’ Luke xix. 4l—4}de 
Thus Chsilly riage: nag “THE DAY OF VENGEANCE OF OUR 
“Gop, —agreeable to Iftiah's prophecy, already recited in this 
note, p. 2996 

‘vate 
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vate intereft to infringe the NATURAE, 
RIGHTS OF MANKIND, by uncharita- 
bly retaining their FeHow Men in an 
involuntary SERVITUDE ! 


Can any injury, except that of aking 
away a man’s LIFE, exceed that of 
taking away a mans LIBERTY, who 
has never offended us! Can any robbery 
or injuftice whatfoever be more atrocious 
than that of wearing out our poor Bre- 
thren ina hard involuntary fervice, witb- 
out WAGES or REWARD ! thereby con- 
tinually robjing them of the Fruit of their 
.Labcurs! Have I not fhewn, by un- 
queftionable examples from Scripture, 
that this 1s @ cryimg fi, and that the 
Almighty hath denounced Wo (187) 
againft all fuch Offenders ? Do we not 


‘ 

(187) %§ Wo unto bine that buildeth his Heufe by Un-- 

“e rightecufacls, and his Chambers by Wrong ; (that) 

fUSETH HIS NEIGHBOUR’S SERVICE WITHOUT 

‘WAGES, AND GIVETH HIM NOT FOR His 
EWORK 3; Gee jerensieens.2 


profef. S 
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profefs to ferve THE sAmME Gop whe 
fo feverely punifhed the Jews for this 
very crime? And is there any juft 
ground to hope, that Gop, who {pared 
not his own peculiar People, will, ne- 
verthelefs, excufe the Inhabitants -of 
Great Britain and her Colomes, when 
they are wilfully guilty of the. fame of- 
cence! os 


The whole tenour of the Scriptures 
teaches us, that sLAVERY was ever de- 
tefable in the fight of God, infomuch 
that it has generally been denounced 
(and, of courfe, inflicted) as the punith- 
ment of the moft abandoned Sinners 3 
of which I have already given a great 
variety of inftances. 


Let us therefore, before it is too 
late, take warning by thefe tremendous 
examples of GoD’s VENGEANCE againit 
this kind of Opsreffion, which the Scrip- 

2 tures 
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tures hold forth, not only to rhis Nu- 
tion, but te all the World befides! | 
The examples which I have quoted of 
God's Vengeance, denounced, againft the 
Tfraelites and ‘ews for TYRANNY, are 
not more ftriking than the examples of 
VENGEANCE -denounced againtt. the 
very, Lyfiruments of that VENGEANCE 
(the Affyrians and Babylonians) ex- 
prefshy on the fame account; for though 
the latter were mere [nfiruiments in G oa” ¢ 
hand, ‘ta.punith. the Jews, m. kmd, yet 
they. were themfelves febjected to the 
like RETRIBUTION !: 


~ 
r 


Nays. ‘THE VENGEANCE was. de- 
nounced, particularly.againit the - Chal. 
deans (and.the caufe ofit, alfo, was om 
clared) /ong before they were guilty of. the 
offence, as I have before remarked, even 
while the Jews, the Nation vindicated 
by this punifhment, were exercifing 
that Zyranny at home for which they 


- were 
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were then doomed to the Babylonian 
Yoke, and.thereby laid the foundation 
for the future retaliated carpTiviTy of 
their haughty CONQUERORS the Chal- 
idleans ! 


And have not we juft reafon to dread 
the fevere VENGEANCE oF ALMIGHTY 
Gop, when it is notorious, that ‘the 
Tyranny exercifed in the Britith Colo- 
nies is infinitely more unmerciful than 
that which was formerly exercifed by 
the Chaldeans, infomuch that the ftate 
of the Jews in their Captivity might be 
efteemed rather as Freedom than Bon- 
dage, when compared with the deph- 
rable Servitude of the wrétched NEGRO 
SLAVES, as well as of the white Ser- 
vants, 1n our Colonies? 

What ‘muft be the confequence of 
fuch abominable wickednefs ? 


\ 


By 


[ 305 J 
By as much as we exceed the Affy- 
rians and Babylonians in religious know- 
ledge, by fo much more feverely may 
we expect the hand of God upon us for 
our monftrous abufe of fuch advan- 
tages ! 


- The Inhabitants of Great Britain and 
the Inhabitants of the Colonies {eem to be 
almoft equally guilty of Oppreffion ! 


Tue CoLonies proie? againit the 
Iniquity of the SLAVE-TRADE; but, 
neverthelefs, continue to hold the poor 
wretched S/aves 1n a mott deteftable Bon- 
dage! Great Britatn, indeed, keeps 
no Slaves, but publicly encourages the 
Slave-trade, and ‘contemptuoufly neg- 
lects or rejects every petition or attempt 
of the Colonits again{t that notorious — 
wickednefs ! 


Q4q am, 2c 
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‘The. Houfe of Burgefies in Virgima, 
tranfomtted a very fenfible and refpedt- 
ful Petition to the King (188), dated 
the 1ft of April, concerning the Jnquity, 

Inhumanity, 


(188) Extracts from the minutes of the Houfe of 

Burgeffes LE - pe 
Mok enante Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fabjeds the 
Burgeffes.of Virginia, now met in general affembly, 
beg leave with all humility to approach your Royal 
Prefence. 

"Fhe ‘many inftances of your Majefty’s benevolent 
intentions and moft gracious difpofition to promote the 
profperity and happinefs of your fubjects in the colo- 
nies, ‘encouraged us to look up to the Throne, and 
implore your Majefty’s paternal affiftance, in avert- 
ing a Calamity of a mof? alar ming nature. 

The importation of flaves into the colonies from 
the coaft of Africa hath jong been. confideredas a 
trade of great Inhumanity, and under its prefent en- 
couragement, we have too much reafon to fear will 
endanger the wery exiffence of your Majepy’ s American 
dominions. 

We are fenfible that fome of your Majefty’s fub- 
jets in Great Britain may reap emolument from this 
fort of Traffic ; but when we confider that it greatly 
retards the fettlement of the colonies with more white 
inhabitants, and may in time have the moft defirudiive 

influence 
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Dihumanity, and deftruétive Influence of 
the AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE, to which 


influence, we prefume to hope, that the intereft of a 
few will be difregarded, when placed in competition 
with the fecurity and happinefs of fuch numbers of 
your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubje&ts. 

Deeply impreft with thefe fentiments, we moft 
‘humbly befeech your Majetty to remove all thofe re- 
ftraints on your Majefty’s Governors of this colony, 
which inhibit their affenting to fuch laws as $ might 
check fo very pernicious a commerce. 

Your Majefty’s antient colony and dominion of 
Virginia hath at all'times, and upon every occafion, 
been entirely devoted to your Majefty’s facred perfon 
and government; and we cannot forego this oppor- 
tunity of renewing thofe affurances of the trueft loy- 
alty and warmeft affection, whick we have ‘fo often, 
with the greatéft fincerity, given to the beft of Kings, 
whofe wifdom and goodnefs we efteem the fureft pledge 
of the happinefs of all his people. 

Refolved, nemine contradicente, That the Houfe 
- doth agree with the Committee in the faid addrefs to 
‘be prefented to his Majefty. 

Refoived, That an addrefs be prefented to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, to defire that he will be pleaf- 
ed to tranfmit the addrefs to his Majefty, and to fupport 
it in fuch manner as he hall think moft likely to pro- 
mote the defirable end propofed. 


\ (COPY) 


Qq 2 Biter: 
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not the leaft Anfwer hath yet been re- 
turned | 


‘The Freeholders and Inhabitants of 
the County of Somerfet, in New Ferfey, 
alfo, through their ‘* regard to the civil 
** and RELIGIOUS Interef of the Country, 
“¢ and the eftablifoed Rights of Mankind,” 
prefented to the Governor, Council, 
and Reprefentatives of that Province a 
very feafonable Teftimony againft that 
wicked ** Trafic which has Slavery for 
“* i?’s object,” praying them to “* provide 
“* again the future Importation of Slaves 
‘© into that Colony,” and “ to enable fuch 
“< perfons as fhall chufe it to manunut their 
‘¢ SLAVES upon equitable Principles to 


“< the Owners and the Public,” Sc. (189). 


(189) To the Governor, Council, and Reprefen- 
tatives of the Province of New. Jerfey, in General 
Affembly met. 

The Petition of fundry Freeholders and Inhabitants 

of the County of Somerfet, 
Refpectfully 
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Another Petition upon the like benevo- 
lent principles was prefented to the fame 
Affembly by ‘* divers Inhabitants of the 
<¢ County of Essex in the faid Province,” 
wherein they alfo fignified their dif- 
fatisfaction concerning ‘* an Ad of Af- 
* fembly in force for preventing the manu- 


Refpectfully theweth, 

THAT your Petitioners, influenced with an equal 
regard to the civil and religious interefts of this Pro- 
vince and the eftablithed Rights of Mankind, have 
with concern often viewed that Traffic, which has 
Slavery for it’s object, in a light very unfriendly to 
both; and it has afforded pleafure to obferve the 
liberal advances which of late have been made among 
all ranks of people towards the difcountenance of 
that Trade, and promotion of Juftice to thofe who 
have thereby been deprived of their Liberty. Hence 
your Petitioners are induced to addrefs the Legifla- 
ture, and to requeft, that a fubject fo important may 
receive that attention which it deferves. Your Peti- 
tioners alfo beg, that you will not only provide againft 
the future importation of Slaves into this Colony, by 
fuch ways as you may think beft, but to enable fuch 
perfons as fhall chufe it to manumit them by making 
them ufeful and happy upon equitable principles to 
the Owners and the Public, as in your wifdom may 
appear moft conducive to thofe good ends. And your 
Petitioners fhall pray, &e. 

4 “* mutting 
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againit the African Trade in a pathetic 
and earneft Petition to their Provincial 
Affembly ; wherein they take notice 
of the example fet them by the Province 
of Virginia in petitioning the King, 
“* from a deep fenfibility of the danger and 
“* pernicious confequences which will be 
“* attendant on a Continuation of this moft 


“* iniquitous Trafic” (191). But the Af- 
fembly, 


(191) To the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
the Province of Pennfylvania in Aflembly met. 


The Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of 
the City and County of Philadelphia, 
Refpeétfully fheweth, 

THAT the importation of the natives of Guinea, 
to be fold and ufed as flaves in the provinces 
and iflands of the Britifh dominions in America, has 
long been an occafion of deep concern to a great 
number of the Inhabitants of this province, as well 
On account of its inconfiftency with the whole tenor 
of the Chriftian religion, as becaufe of the evil in- 
fluence it has on the religious and moral conduct of 
the people, and the dreadful confequence which, itis 
to be feared, will one day attend in thofe parts where 
it prevails, 


We 


r 


BE eat 

fembly, being defirous firft to know 
what reception the abovementioned neg-' 
lected Virginian Petition had met with: 
at Court; poftponed their addrefs to the 
Throne ; and inftead of it tranfmitted 


a 


We are the more encouraged to lay this important 
object before you, as we underftand fome of the colo- 
nies have been led into ferious confideration, as well’ 
of the iniquity of the practice, as of the dangerous 
fituation fome of them are in, particularly the pro- 
vince of Virginia, whofe Houfe~of Burgeffes has 
lately petitioned the King, from a deep feafibility of 
the danger, and pernicious confequences which will 
be attendant ona continuation of this Most 1INnI- 
Quirous TRARFICK. . : 

We your petitioners, - therefore,. mofteagneily be- 
feech you, to take this matter, which we apprehend 
to be of the utmoft confequence to the’ welfare and’ 
fafety of the Britifh colonies, under your moft ferious 
confideration, and to ufe your utmoft endeavours with 
the other colonies, in making fuch reprefentations to 
the King as to you may appear moft effectual towards 
putting a ftop to this mighty evil.” 

Signed by about two hundred perfons, amongt 
whom were, the provoft of the academy, and three 
other clergymen of the church of England, being all 
that are in this city, five Prefbyterian Clergymen, 
and four other Minifters, the reft refpectable Inha- 
bitants. 
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cation! Surely he hath expected better 
things of us! Have we not juft reafon 
to fear that he will condemn this nation 
as he did the Jews of old! faying— 
“< he looked for JUDGEMENT, but behold 
‘¢ OPPRESSION; for RIGHTEOUSNESS, 


‘*, but behold a cry 1” Vaiah v. 7. 


As God never changes, it is impoffi- 
ble that this nation fhould efcape his. 
jufi-retribution, and {tll perfift in violat- 
ing the natural Rights of mankind! 

Reflect, my Countrymen, for a mo- 
ment, upon the prefent ftate of thofe enor- 
mous national Tranfgreffions, the 4fri- 
can Slave Trade’ encouraged im GREAT 
Britain, and the. zoleration of Slavery 
in THE BRITISH CoLonrEs, and you 
will readily perceive that we mutt ftand 
condemned even 1f we judge ourfelves! 
and how then fhall we: appear before 

that. 
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that Righteous Fudee, who is no re- 
{pectet of perfons? How can we hope 
to efcape the DIVINE VENGEANCE 
when we know that the Almighty hath 
even bound himfelf with a moft folemn 
oath never to forget any fuch aéts of op- 
PRESSION? ‘ The Lord hath fworn by the 
<< excellency of ‘facob, suRELY I will 
“<<never forget any of their works,” ox 
rather ‘* all their works,” tomwyn So; 
amongft which the SLAVE-TRADE, in 
particular, is exprefsly mentioned in 
the preceding verfe, wx. “‘ buying the 
“* Poor for Silver,” &c. And then he 
condefcends fo appeal, as I before re- 
marked, to human ‘fudgement concern- 
ing the propriety, or rather.the ne- 
ceffity and certainty, of the Divine 
Vengeance for fuch National Wicked- 
nefs !|—“ Shall not the Land tremble for 
“* this? and every one mourn that dwelleth 
“< therein?” Amos vil. 6—8. And in 

Tike 
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** green tree. W. herefore the Lord his 


(a4 


ee 


* 


“.-God delivered him into the hand of the 


King of Syria; and they fmote him,. 


and CARRIED AWAY A GREAT 


~MULTITUDE OF THEM CAPTIVES, 
and brought (them) to Damascus.. 
And he was alfo delivered into the hand 
of the King of IsRAEL, who finote him 


with a great flaughter: for PEKAH” 


(the King of Ifrael) ‘* the Son of Re- 
“<-MALIAH flew in fudah AN HUNDRED 


66 


G¢ 


AND TWENTY THOUSAND IN ONE 


<< DAY, all valiant men; becaufe THEY 
‘ HAD FORSAKEN THE LorpD Gop or 
{coTHEIR FATHERS. Aid ZICHRI, a 
mighty man of Ephraim, flew Maa- 


SEIAH THE KING’s son, and Az- 
RIKAM THE GOVERNOR OF THE 
HOUSE, and ELKANAH (that was) 
NEXT TO THEKING. And the Chil- 
dren of ISRAEL carried away caplive — 
of ther Brethren TWO HUNDRED 
THOUSAND WOMEN, SONS AND 

‘* DAUGH- 
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“* DAUGHTERS, and took alfo away much 
“© fpoil from them, and brought the fpsil 
“to Samaria. But a Prophet of the 
“ Lord was there whofe naine (was) 
“ Open: and he went out before the 
“ Hoft that came to Samaria,” (tha tis, as 
they returned from the War to Samaria 
with their Captives and Booty,) ‘* and 
“ [aid into them, *° Behold, becaufe the 
“« Lorp Gop of your Fathers was avroth 
 auith Fudab, he hath delivered them 
into your hand, and ye bave SLAIN 
THEM IN A RAGE (that) REACH- 
“* ETH UP UNTO HEAVEN. nd now” 
(faid the Prophet) ‘‘ ye purpofe to KEEP 
“* unpeEr the Children of Fudab and Fe- 
“ rufalem for BOND-MEN and BOND- 
“ WOMEN unto you: (but are there) 
** NOT WITH YOU, EVEN WITH You, 
“ sins againfi the LorD your Gop? 
“© Now hear me therefore, and DELIVER 
““ THE CAPTIVES AGAIN, which ye 
‘6 dave TAKEN CAPTIVE .OF YOUR 
| Ds ‘© BRETHREN: 
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This reafon, as well as the undaunt- 
ed Refolution of thofe who gave it, 
had the proper effect upon the Ifraelitith 
Soldiers, who, notwithftanding the ge- 
neral depravity of their countrymen, 
fill deferved the name of MEN, by .de~ 
monttrating, that they were not infen- 
fible to REASON, and that they thought 
themfelves entitled. (though. SOLDIERS) 
to that commen Right of HUMAN NA; 
TURE,: the. Right of judging for them 
felves in matters of. con[cience, without 
which no man can be-truely.Aonourable: 
for.as foon as.they heard'the jut remon- 
ftrance. of. the .four Noblemen, they 
quitted the Prey and the Plunder.(a hard 
thing for Soldiers to. fubmit.to): with, 
out waiting, it feems, for the word of 
command from the King or his Princes! 
—‘* So.the armed men” (fays the Text) 
<¢ Jeft the Captives and the Spoil before 
‘‘ THE PRINCES aud ALL THE CoN- 

‘ GREgA TION.” Yet 1405 aan 
vat , Here 
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Here. (be pleafed to obferve) is a 
National Council at once affembled in the . 
field; the whole Power of the People— 
<a BEINGS AND ALL THE Cons 
«* GREGATION,” a 


i 

What were their Deliberations on 
this occafion-does not‘appear, -nor their 
RESOLUTIONS, or-rather, they feem to 
have been totally IRRESOLUTE, waver- 
ing between what wasa RIGHT To BE 
DONE and PRIVATE INTEREST; as-if 
each'man was unwilling to give up his 
Share of the booty, and yet afhamed openly 
to refift the aGtive Refolution of the four 
Chiefs on, fo .charitable.a caufe; for 
thefe four Noblemen, it feems, at laft 
boldly took upon themfelves the whole 
bufinefs ;—** and ihe men? .(fays the . 
Text) “* which were expreffed by name,” 
(viz. the four Noblemen mentioned in 
the 12th verfe) “* rose up, .and TooK 
* THE CAPTIVES, and WITH THE 
— “© SPOIL 
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they have not the leaft pretence of wat 
or quarrel) ——‘‘ MEN AND WOMEN, 
te" SONS AND DAUGHTERS”—* FoR 
«© BONDMEN AND FOR BONDWOMEN” 
to be worn out with unremitted labour, 
like thofe poor injured creatures whofe 
places they fupplied !—Great Britain, 1 
fay, with all this ‘accumulated load of 
guilt has not yet produced four Chiefs 
or Noblemen to PRoTEST againft this 
moft abominable Tyranny, and ‘to 
“* fiand in the Gap,” with reverential 
fear of God, to avert the DIVINE VEN- 
GEANCE, though Religion, Humanity, 
and even Common Senfe ought to have 
prompted them to it !——May we not 
too aptly compare the principal crimes 
of the Fews, (for which they lof their 
liberty), to the prefent crying Sins of 
Groat BRriTAIN AND HER CoLoniEs! 
—‘ In the mid of thee® (faid a Pro- 
phet from God) ‘* have they DEALT 
‘* BY OPPRESSION WITH THE STRAN= 

2 “* GER: 


[ 329 | 

“ GER: in thee have they vexed the 
“¢ Fatherle/s and the Widow.” Ezek. 
xxi. 7. And again, “‘ The People of 
“© the Land have ufed OPPRESSION and 
exercifed ROBBERY, and have vexed 
the Poor and Needy: yea, they have 
OPPRESSED THE STRANGER WRONG- 
“ ruLLY. And I fought for A MAN 
among them that fbould make up the 
hedge, and STAND IN THE GAP be- 
“¢ fore me for the Land, that I fhould not 
“ defiroy it: but I found none! THERE- 
FORE have I poured out mine indigna- 
“¢ tion upon them, I have confumed them 
“ awith the fire of my wrath: THEIR 
“OWN way have [ RECOMPENSED 
‘¢ UPON THEIR HEADS, faith the Lord 
“ God.” Ezek. xxii. 29-—31. And have 
not the Inhabitants of Great Britain and 
her Colonies, therefore, juft reafon to ex- 
pect afimilar VENGEANCE fot the like op- 
PRESSIONS? Do they darter themfelves, 
that the fame God will permit them to go 

Wt . on 


[ 332 |] 
your Order, in particular,- with the 
omiffion. “The crying Sin has hitherto 
been 


fincere perfonal refpect and efteem for feveral truly 
worthy and learned Individuals of that order, now 
living, but I am even defcended from one of the 
fame holy funétion, who in his correfpondence with 
foreign Proteftant churches, very ably defended and 
“promoted the Efablifhment of Epifcopacy ; and, above 
all, [am thoroughly convinced by the Holy Scriptures 
that the infitution of rHaT orDER in-the Chriftian 
Church 1s or Gop; and that the only defe&t in the 
Englifo Eftablifoment of it, is the want of ‘a FREE 
Evection * to the Office. For as it may clearly be 

proved 


* The learned Judge Blackftone, in his Commentaries, book I. 
Cit. p. 377. informs us, that “* ELECTION was, in VERY 
‘* EARLY TIMES, the ufuai mode of Elevation to the Epis co- 
“ paL cHAIR throughout all Chriftendom; and this” (fays he) 
“© awas prromifeagusy performed by the Laity, as well as by the 
« CLeney,’’ WE per CLerum & PopuLum :%y for which he 
cites very brane authorities. But afterwards a complaint of tu- 
multuous Eleftions, together with the fuppofed Royal Preroga- 
tive of granting the Inveftiture of Temporalities (though the 
Temporalities, being originaliy granted to fupport the Dzgwity of 
the Office, cannot reafonably be fo far drawn from the firft 
intention, as to deprive the Office of that real Dignity which 
arifes from a free Election) ferved the defigns of Emperors and 
Kings as @ pretence to invade the Freedom of Election; and the 
fame pretence of TUMULT proved equally favourable to the op- 
pofite defigns of Popes; fo that thefe jarring interefts feemed 
united, however, in their endeavours (as it were by one Spirit of 
‘Autichrift) to ne the Church of her ancient Right, which 

‘ (had 
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been far diftant from your fight, and 
perhaps was.never fully reprefented to 


you, 


proved that the Churches of Britain and Ireland have a 
juft and ancient Right to e/eé? their own Bifhops, and 
did aétually exercife that right for many ages, till the 
antichriftian Ufurpations of Mozks and Popes over the 

fecular 


2 


(had it been maintained) would probably have prevented moft of 
the futnre ufurpations of the Papal Antichrift; and therefore 
&¢ the Policy of the Court of Rome at the fame time began by de- 
© greesto EXELUDE THE Laity from any fhare in thefe 
“© ELECTIONS, (fays the learned >Judge Blackftone,) ‘* and 
“© to confine them. wholly to the CLERGY, which at length was 
“* completely effetted.” x Blackftone, c. 11. p. 378. The ori- 
ginal ground for the complaint of tumult in thefe Elettions was 
probably occafioned by the negleét of that unexceptionable 
Apoftolic mode of Election defcribed in Acts i. 15 to 263 for 
when Chriftianity began to be corrupted by Vows of Celibacy, 
and other Popifh and Diabolical DoGrines, the Clergy and Laity 
began to have oppofite interefts to ferve (which ought never to 
be) in the Choice of their Bifhop, and, of courfe, the two con- 
tending parties would reciprocally depend upon their own aéti- 
vity, zeal, or addrefs for fuccefs in the Eleétion; fo that Tumult 
(the old complaint) muft be the neceflary confequence ;_ whereas 
had it been an indifpenfible form to nominate Two qualified 
perfons (viz. either two by the promifcuons fuffrages of both 
parties, or one by each party), and afterwards, in folemn prayer, 
to fubmit the final decifion to the Providence of God by a Lot 
(as in the Apoffolic Eleftion), there could be no room for conten- 
tion: the undue influence and partiality of Individuals would be 
effectually checked; and, above all, the joint prayers of both 
parties, in an appeal to God’s decifion, would certainly add So~ 
lemuity (inftead of Tumult) to the Eleftion, if not alfo much ad- 

ditional 


[ Beo—J 
for affiftance! Ye know the Scriptures, 
and therefore-to you, my Lords, in 
particular 


perverfion of that juft and ancient Right + abovemen-_ 
tioned, and is entirely deftructive of all the defirable 
purpofes of a free Z/eZion. This pra€tice, however, 
cannot be cenfured in flronger terms than thofe in 


which 


pointment of two perfons by the Congregation or "Oxo :—— Hae 
** oratio’’ (fays he, {peaking of Peter’s Addrefs to the People) 
§§ guum placuiffet MULTITUDINI ffatuerunt Dues,” &c. And 
a little afterwards he gives the following commendation of that 
primitive example :-—‘¢ Tazmetfi sorTES periculofe non funt, que 
‘© utricunque faverint, probum & idoneuni defiguant. Nec totum 
“© negotium creditum eff sORTIBUS. SUFFRAGIIS funt eledi 
DvoO probatiffimi. Inter hos ambiguitatem EletHonis finiit sors, 
que nec ipfa temeritatem habere potuit, cujus eventum moderatur 
precatio. Sons igitur hec, que nihil aliud fuit qudm DE CLA- 
RATIO DIVINE VOLUNTATIS, defignavit MATTHIAM, 
guanquam JOSEPH prater cognominis” (viz. Juftus) ‘ com- 
mrendationem, etiam JESU propinguitate commendcbatur. Et 
tamen huic prelatus eff Matthias, quo nos docercmur IN DELI- 
“© GENDIS Episcopis, guibus credenda fit Evangelice Dottrine 
& difpenfatis, adco nikil cfe tribuendum Lumanis affetibus,” oc. 


+ In alittle Tract (by Fohx Barnes, an Englith Benedi€tine) 
intituled, Sextentia de LEcclefie Britannice Privilegiis, which 
was printed together with fome little Traéts of Archbifhop 
Uher in 1687, we find {till a more ample téftimony of the ancient 
Right of chuling Bifbops :— Cim AnTiqut MORES Ecclefie 
‘© fas” (fpeaking of the ancient BririsuH, ScoTcH, and 
Irish) ‘* pofizlarent ut OMNIA inter fe SYNODICE agerent, 
“tum pro EPIsCOPORUM ORDINATIONIBUS, tum pro cliis 
“© negotiis Ecelefiafticis, Verba ezrum ex Beda, hd. ii. ¢. 2. Ec- 
clef. Hiff. funt, QUOD NON POSSUNT ABSQUE SUORUM CON- 

‘ SENSU 
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particular I appeal! If I have mifrepre- 
fented the Word of God, on which my 
Chpofition 


which it is exprefsly condemned by 2 /ud/eguent AF of 
Parliament, (1 Edw. VI. chap. il.) though the former 
At is fuppofed to be fill in force, viz. ** The faid 
4¢ Evecrions be in.very deed No Evections but only 

<e¢ by 


SENSU ET LICENTIA PRISCIS ABDICARE MORIBUS.” 
Pe154. And after citing an example from Bede, concerning 
the Elefion ef a Bifoop (viz. Aidan) by a Scotch Synod, at the 
xequeft of the Saxon King Ofwald, to inftruct and prefide over 
the Miniftry of the newly converted Saxon or Englifh Church 
(fee p. 134 andiss), he further remarks :—‘* Et ex HUNTING- 
“ DONIENSI” (fays he) ‘* Hb. iti. Hif?. & Ben. lib. ii. conftat 
“¢ eT ScoTos ET BRITANNOS OMNIA SUA COMMUNI CON~ 
“TcENSW £GISSE.” 

It appears alfo, that the Saxon or Enxglifh Church, though 
much lefs ancient than the Britifb, Trijs, and Scotch Churches, 
did yet enjoy the fame ineftimable privilege of elefing Bifhops. 
The Monk Matthew Paris has tranfmitted to us a memorable 
example of this, in his Account of the Election, A. D. 1095, of 
the celebrated Ul/tau to be Bifhop of Worcefter:—** Proceffit au- 
“© temtemporis ULSTANUS (ELE CTO ad Archiepifcopatum Ebora- 
st cenfem ALDREDO) xnanimi confenfu, tam CLERI quam TO- 
“ prus PLEBIS, Regeinfuper ut quem vellent fibi eligerent pre- 
6¢ fulem & animarum Pajftorem annuente, IN EPisCOPUM ejuf= 
© dem loci ELIGITUR.” P. 20. And even in later times, when 
the Romifs Corruptions had fo far prevailed as to exclude the 
Laity from Eleétions, yet the Clergy fill: enjoyed ‘* the free 
s¢ sight of electing their Prelates, whether Abbots cr Bifhops;” for 
the learned Judge Blackftone informs us, that this right was 
granted in a charter ‘* to allihe Monajteries and Cathedrals in the 
“-Kingdom” by King John, fee vol. i. p. 3793; and alfo that 
s this grant was exprefsly recognized and confirmed in King Fobn’s 
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Oppofition to SUAVERY is founded, point 
out my errors, and J fubmit: but if, 
on the other hand, you fhould perceive 
that the Texts here quoted are really 


appli- 


“ by a Writ of ConceE D’Estire, have colours, fra- 
“° dows, and pretences of Ele&ions, ferving neverthelefs 

“S to mo purpose,” &c. 
If it had not been for this notorious defeé in point 
of EleGion, and the general idea of its confeguences, ¥ 
ant 


& MaGna Carta, and was again effablifhed by STaTUTE 
“25 Edward Ill. St.6. § 3.” Ibid. This Statute firft gave 
parliamentary authority, indeed, to the King’s Congé D’Eflire 
(though it was in ufe long before), and acknowledges the King’s 
Right of Affent or Approbation ‘* after the Election 3” yet it 
contains nothing which can remove the prudent and reafonabie 
limitation to which that 4 ffent or Approbation was formerly fub- 
ject, viz. that it ‘© wWAs NOT TO BE DENIED WITHOUT.A 
“ REASONABLE AND LAWFUL CAusz.” Judge Blackitone, 
b.i.ce a1. pe 379. And this very AQ (which was manifeftly 
ordained to reftrain the fimortiacat practices and fhameful ufurpa- 
tions of the Bifhops of Rome) exprefsly acknowledges the Right 
of FREE ELECTIONS in the Church, viz. * that the FREE 
“© erections of the Archbifhops, Bifhops, and all other Digni- 
© ties and Benefices ELECTIVE #2 England, fhall hold,” Sc. 
The Right was alfo fully eftablifhed by precedimg Statutes, {ill i 
force, though (unhappily for this Kingdom) not in ufc; as 
— There foall be FREE ELECTION of Dignities of the Church,” 
9 Edward II. c. 14. Title. And again, “* ELECTIONS OUGHT 
«ro BE FREE.” 3 EdwardI.c.s5. Mr. Ruffheid, in his 
‘ufeful Index to the Statutes, very properly refers us, under the 
head of 86 Erecrion of BrsHops,” to this laft-mestioned 

te Statute : 


ba 1 
applicable to the queftion before ws, 
that my corielufions from thence aré 
fairly drawii, and that the Examples of 
Gop’s VENGEANCE aganft Tyrants 
and SLAVE-HOLDERS ought ftrictly to 
warn us againtt fimilar Oppreffions and 
funilar Vengeaace, you will not then, I 
truft, be backward im this Caufe of Gop 
and Man. Stand up ({et me intreat 
you) ‘* for te Land; MAKE UP THE 
“ WEDGE,” to fave your Country ; 
perhaps itis not yet too late! Enter a 
folemn proteft, my Lords, againft thofe 
who “ have oppreffed the Stranger wrong~ 
“¢ fully.’ - Ye know that the Teftimo- 
nies I have quoted are of God! Warn 


am perfuaded that the late worthy Primate of Ena. 
land, would not have found fuch cppofition in hes 
endeavours fome few years ago to promote he effa- 
blifoment of Eprscopacy ia America! 

Statute; for Epifcopal Elséfions ought certainly to be inchided in 
the meaning of the faid Statute, as well as all other Elections; for 
an ELECTION without aCHorce is a manifeft contradiction iz 


terms, and NO ELECTION. 


theres 
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therefore the Nobles and Senators of 
thefe Kingdoms, that they incur not a 
double doad of Guilt! as the burthen, 
not only of the much-injured African 
Strangers, but alfo of our Country’s Rui, 
muft reft on the heads of thofe who 
withhold their Teftimony again{t the 
CRYING SIN Of TOLERATED SLAVERY! 
For “ I know that the Lorp will main- 
‘* tain the CAUSE of the Afiiéted, and 
“* the RIGHT of the Poor.” Piogesiin 2 


GRANVILLE SHARP. 


SOLI DEO GLORIA ET GRATIA. 
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Retribution’ denounced by him againft the Syrians 
for their oppreffions, 229. Againft the Philiftines, 
231. Againit Tyre, 235.  <Againfi E@emy237. 
Againit the bloody - minded Ammonites, 240. 
Againft Moab, 242. Againft Jian 245. And, 
lafily, againft Ifrael, 246. 

Annies, flanding, a warning example againft the 
keeping of, 56, uote. 

Affyrians and Babylonians, inftruments in the hand of 
God for the mutual punifhment of each other, 210, 
Remarkable inftance of divine vengeance againft the 
former, 216, zore. 


B. 

Babylon, the Prophet Jeremiah’s denunciation of retri- 
bution againft, 264. A prior denunciation againft, 
by Ifaiah, 275. The bondage with which her cap- 
tives were oppreffed, the caufe of God’s vengeance 
againft, 277. The ftratagem by which Cyrus en- 
tered the City, 293. Great treafures found in the 
chapels of the idels, 295. 

Barnes, his account of the ancient mcde of choofing 
Bifhops, 334, zote. 

Bengelius, his account of the primitive mode of elect- 
ing Bifhops, 334, nore. 

Bifhops, appeal to, and call upon them to exert their 
influence againft negro-flavery, 331. The order of, 
a divine inftitution, 332, zote. Defect in the Eng- 
lith cftablifhment of, ibid. The prefent mode of 
electing, a total pervertion of the primitive one, 
334, zote. This prefent mode exprefsly condemned 

. by Act of Parliament, 337, nove. 


4 Bluckitone, 
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Blackftone, Judge, his account of the ancient mode 
of electing Bifhops, 332, ore. This right how 
ufurped from the Laity, 333, ote. 

Britain; warnings to the inhabitants of, for tolerating, 
_by National Authority, the oppreffion of African 
Strangers in the Colonies, 16, 34. Indications of 
the Devil’s empire over, 146, xote. Unjuft laws 
pointed out, 213, zote.. Symptoms of national de-~ 
ftruétion, 226, zote. Inquiry whether the corrup- 
tions and injuftice which have deftroyed other na- 
tions, may not draw down God’s vengeance on them, 
248, xofe. Cannot expect to be the only exception 
to God’s general rule of national retribution, 258, 
BOz. 


Sr 


Chriftian Difpenfation, Charity and Benevolence du- 
ties of indifpenfable obligation under, 6. Will not 
juftify holding men in flavifh bondage, 74id. 

Churches of Britain and Ireland, how deprived of the 
juft and ancient right of electing their own Bifhops, 
333, ote. 

Colcnies, Britifh, the oppreffive treatment of negroes 
in, far exceeding thofe practices for which the Jews 
were reproachéd by their Prophets, 25. Number 
of negro flaves annually purchafed there, 147. 
More tyranny exercifed over the negroes there than 
formerly by the Chaldeans over the Jews, 304. 
And have reafon therefore to expeét more fevere 
punifhment, 305. Proteft againft the flave trade, 
yet at the fame time continue to hold flaves in bon- 
dage, ibid. * ~ ‘ 

Yy Covetoufnefs, 
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chadnezzar, 89. Is taken a fecond time, 99. Is 
taken a third time, 106. 

Jewith fervitude, the nature of under the Mofaic law, 
explained, 4. 

Jews, the permiffion granted them of keeping bondf- 

- men, cannct be claimed by any other nation, 8. 
The ftrongeft inftances of God’s vengeance againft 
tyrants, to be found in their hiftory, 11, Their re- 
ftoration to zatural freedom from Egyptian flavery, 
the firtt zational mercy they experienced, 12. This 
deliverance frequently mentioned by the prophets, 
13. And particularly recommended to their re- 
membrance, 14. That they might’ be moved to 
fympathize with opprefed ftrangers, 15, Warnings 
given them of the danger of oppreffion, 16. ‘Their 
opprefions trivial in comparifon with the treatment 
of negroes in the Britifh Colonies, 25. The judge- 
ments of God executed againft king Zedekiah, his 
family, and the nobles of Judah, 202. Under their 
prefent difperfion, have fcriptural affurances of a glo- 
rious re-eftablifhment, 272, zote. Their final con- 
verfion will be a true object of general joy, 291, zote. 

Jofephus, his difingenuous attempt to conceal the tak- 
ing of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar, $9, note. His 
account of the death of Jehoiakim, 98. 

Jofiah king of Judah, account of his, fons, 44. Tlie 
judgement he drew on himfelf by undertaking an un- 
jutt war againit Pharaoh Nephow king of Egypt, 
£95, uote. ‘o we 

Haiah, his reproof to the Jews oe the incodtifieties, of 
their outward humiliations with their opprefzve con- 
dué to the poor, 19. His denunciation againtt the 


city of Tyre, 237, mote. 
Judah, 


L 33 9 
Judah, remarkable deliverance of, from the bondage 


of Pekah king of Ifrael, ae four chiefs of the chil- 
dren of Ephraim, 322 


i 

Likerty, the deprivation of, the greateit of all injuries, 
except the lofs of life, 301. 

Lives, a general view of the melancholy dettruétion 
of, in the profecution of the flave trade, 148, xote. 

Lowth, Dr. examination of his opinion concerning 
the fucceffor of Jofiah king of Judah, as mentioned 
by the prophet Jeremiah, 52, ote. His interpreta- 
tion of the word paffor, 162, note. - ; 


Mafquerades, the baneful tendency of, 146, zote, 
Micah, his denunciation of God’s vengeance againit 
- the Ammonites for their covetous violence, 241, 


a Hote. 

a N. 

Nations, not like individuals, to be called to a future 
account for their crimes, but receive their punifh- 
ments in their colledive capacity in this world, 253, 
note. Are, by divine wifdom, made mutual fcourges 
to each other, 256. 

National wickedneis, has generally been vifited by za- 
‘zonal punifhments, 10, 253, note, 259, note. 

Nebuchadnezzar king: of Babylon, the nations com- 
manded to fubmit to his yoke, 63, zore, 66. Kills 
Jehoiakim, 99. His extenfive conquefts, 124. 
Executes the decree of God againft king Zedekiah, 
202. His conduct confidered, 207. 

Negroes, 
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Slavery and oppreffion, the pzb/ic toleration of, a moft 
heinous zational crime in the fight of God, 10. 
Strong prophetical defcription of, 154 Warning 
hints for the ftopping of, communicated by the Au- 
thor to the Britifh Minifiry, 251, 252, xotes. 

Soldiers, African, their deplorable fituation in the 
company’s fettlements, 150, zofe. 

Syrians, the denunciations of the prophet Amos againtt 
them for their oppreffions, how fulfilled, 230. 


Be 


Tyrants, - tremendous examples of God’s vengeance 


againft, to be found in all hittories, particularly that | _ 


of the Jews, 11. 

Tyre and Zidon, the ports for the ancient flave trade, 
of Paleftine, 219. How this wicked trafic was re- 
taliated upon them, 222, zote. The government 
of Tyre fubverted by the flaves, 256, ote. 


Vv. adn 
Vices, deftruétive of national profperity, 165, zote. 
Public, how punifhed, 253, zote. 


Virginia, petition of the houfe of burgeffes to the king 
on the inhumanity and dangerous tendency cf the 
African flave-trade, 306. 

Urijah the prophet murdered by Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, 77- 

Uther, Abp. his account of Nabuchadonofor king of 
Babylon, 55, zofe. His opinion as to the king ad- 
dreffed by the prophet Jeremiah, ch. xxii. corrected, 
136, note. 


W. War, 
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W. 
War, barbarity in, will incur the vengeance of God, 
240, “ote. 
X. 


Xenophon, his account of the deftruction of on, 
237,298, 295. 
1¢ 


Yokes, prophéetically ufed as emblems of favery, 525 
notes 56, 64. 
Z. 


Zedekiah king of Judah, prophetic denunciations 
againft him for injuflice and oppreflion, 26. Exhor- 
tations to him, 37. Hiftorical account of that prince, 
44,59. Israifed to the throne by Nebuchadnezzar, 
108, Expofition of his regal name, 110, 166., Re- 
bels againit the king of Babylon, 119. The pro- 
phet Jeremiah’s meffage to him particularly confie 
dered, 131. Proclaims /berty to bondfmen, 172. 
Denunciations upon his relapfe, 177. Judgement 
executed on him, by the hand of his conqueror Ne- 
buchadnezzar, 202. - 


g@ This Traé having been unavoidably extended to 
a much greater length than was at firft intended, 
the Extract from Mr. Morgan’s Book, mentioned 
in p. 253, isinferted in the Appendix of another 
Tract, intituled, ‘* The juff Limitation of Slavery 
‘© 32 the Laws of God compared with the unbound- 
‘© ¢d Claims of the African Traders and Britifp 
‘6 American Slave-holders.” 


Eo ie N. Gleees, 


Tracts by ee AUTHOR, 


Printed as B. WHITE, atHorace’s-HeEapD, 


: FLEET-STREET, 


I. A Short Treatife on the Englith Tongue. Being 
an Attempt to render the Reading and. 
’ Pronunciation of the fame more eafy to Foreigners. 


1767. : 


{I, Remarks on feveral very important Prophecies, 
firft Edition, in 1768, (fecond Edition, 1775.) 

This Book contains, 1f, Remarks on the Prophecy of Ifaiah vii, 
13-16.—That @ Virgin fhould conceive and beara Son. 2dly, Re- 
marks on the Nature and Style of prophetical Writings. dly, 
Remarks on the Accomplithment of Ifaiah’s Prophecy, (vii. 8.} 
‘¢ Within threefcore and five Years foall Epbraim be broken, that it 
“* be not a People.” athly, Onthe Departure of the Sceprre and 
Lawgiver from Judah. sthly, A Confirmation of the above Re- 
marks by farther Examples drawn from the Prophets, &c, 


III, A Reprefentation of the Injuftice and dangerous 
Tendency of Yolerating Slavery; Or of admitting 
the leaft Claim of Private Property in the Perfons of 
Men in Encuanp. Being an Anfwer to an Opi- 
nion, given in the Year 1729, by the (then) Attor- 
ney General and Solicitor General, concerning the 
Cafe of Slavesin Great-Britain. 1769. 

This Tra& contains many Examples of the monftrous Infgizty and 
Iniuftice of the Plantation Laws refpecting Slaves; as alfo fome 
Account of the gradual Abolition of the ancient Eng] fh Slavery 


called Vittenace, which was at length happily effected by the 
Wifdom and Perfeverance of the Englifh Courts of Common Law, 


1V. Remarks concerning the Encroachments on the 
River Thames near Durdam-Yard. 1771. 


Vv. 


L Syl 


V. An Appendix to the Reprefentation of the Injuftice 
and dangerous Tendency of tolerating Slavery. 
(See Namber IM) 172s = my 


VI. Remarks on the Opinions of fome of the moft 
celebrated Writers on Crown Law, refpeting the 
due Diftin@ion between Manflaughter and Murder ; 
fhewing that the Indulgence allowed by thé Courts 
to voluntary Manflaughter in Rencounters, Duets, 
&c. 18 indiferiminaie and without Foundation in Law ; 
and is alfo one of the principal Caufes of the Conti- 
nuance and prefent Increafe of the éa/e and di/grace- 
_ ful Pradtice of DuELLinG. 1773. 


The peculiar Cafe of Gentlemen in the Army, refpetting the Pra€tice 
of Duszurne, is carefully examined in this Tra€t; as alfo the 
Depravity and Folly of modern Men of Honcur falfely ke called, 


VII. In two Parts. 1. A: Declaration of the People’s 
Natural Right to a Share in the Legiflature; which 
is the fundamental Principle of the Brith Conftitu- 
tion of State. 2. A Declaration, or Defence, of the 
the fame Doétrine, when applied particularly 10 THE 
PEOPLE oF IRELAND. 1774. (2d Edition, 1775.) 


In thefe twa Pieces many Examples and Proofs are produced concerning 
the parliamentary Rights of the People; viz. That the Afféntof the 
People isabfolutely neceflary to render Laws valid: That a free 
and egual Reprefentation of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom is 
neceflary for the Sa/vation of the State, andthe Security of Peace 
and of Property: That the Reprefentatives of the People haveno /egal 
Right to give aflentin any ‘* neq Device without Conference. with 

_ £6 wbeir Coyntriess That it is an ancient and juit Right of the 
People to elect a new Parliament ‘ every Year once, and more often 
“¢ if Need be;”’ and that no Regulations whatfoever, wherein the 
Reprefentatives are made Fudges of their cwn Eledtions, can be et- 
fe€tual againft national Corruption! Exemples ‘are likewife here 
given of feveral furrepriticus STATUTES that are void through 
the Want of due legal Affent 5 3 and of Others that are word by being 

unjult 


Log. 


unjuft and repugnant to con/itutional Priacipl:s! The Danger of keep- 
ing flanding Armies is alfo demonftrated, and the Wickednefs and 
Tupolicy of A€ting by national Corruption! &c, &c. 


The fellowing Tracts by the fame AUTHOR 
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all for B. WHITE, in FLEET-STREET, and 
Eeang C. DILLY, in the.Poutrery. 


VIII. The juft Limitation of Slavery in the Laws of 
God, compared with the unbounded Claims of the 
| African Traders and Britify American Slave-holders. 


To this Piece is added a copious Appendix, containing, An Anfwer 
to the Rev. Mr. Thompfon’s Trad in Favour of the African Slave- 
Trade, Letters concerning the lineal Defeent of the N.grecs frorn the 
Sons of Ham. The Spanf> Regulations for the gradual En- 
franchidement of Slaves. A Propofal, onthe fame Principles, for 
the gradual Enfranchifement of Slaves in America, Reports of 
Determinations in the feveral Counts or Law againft Slavery, &c, 
1776. 

IX. Tue Law cf passive OseDIENCcE; or Chriftian 
Submifiion to perfonal Injuries ; 


Wherein is (hewn that the feveral Texts of Scripture, which command 
"the entire Submiffion of Servants or Slaves to their Maffers, cannot 
authorize the latter to exc& an inusluntary Servitude, nor in the 
Jeaft Degree juftify the Claims of modern Slave-holders; and alfo 
that the feveral Texts, which enjoin Sudmiffion to Rulers, Magifirates, 
&c. do not in any Refpecét authorize the cangerous Dc€trine of aa 
unlimited paffive Obedience. 


X. THe Law or Liserry ;” or (as it is called in 
Scripture by aay of Eminence) ** the Reyal Law,’’ 


by which all Mankind will certainly be judged / 
Dae 
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XI. Tue Law or RerrisuTion; ora ferious Warn- 
ing to Great-Britain and her Colozies, founded on un- 
queftionable Examples of Gonp’s temporal Vengeance 
againft Tyrants, Slave-holders, and Oppreffors. 
1776. 

The Examples are felected from Psedi€tions, in the Old-Teftament, 
of national Judgements, which (being. compared with the actual 

Accomplifhment) demonftrate ‘* the fure Word of Prophecy,” as 
well as the immediate Interpofition of divine Providence, to re- 
compence impenitent JVations according to their Works. 


Tracts, by the fame AuTHOR, now in the 
Prefs for Publication. 


Nit. A Tract on the Law of Nature and Principles of 
A@ion in Man. 


XU. Tut Case or Sau; being an Appendage to 
the former Tract, wherein the compound Nature 
and various Principles of AGion in Man (with the 
Reality of jupernatural fpiritual Influence, both good 
and dad) are proved by unqueftionable Examples 
from the Hiftory of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
alfo from many other Parts of Scripture. 
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